Shirley Parish Magazine
SHIRLEY PARISH April 2022

o000
7 an Wiy Y
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Vicar - Reverend Paul Day
18 Widney Lane, Solihull B91 3LS Tel: 0121 537 9672
email: pgday@hotmail.co.uk

Reverend Wendy Carter
134 Shakespeare Drive, Shirley B90 2AR Tel: 0121 744 6315
email: revwendy@sky.com

Reverend Nick Ball
12 Apsley Croft, Kings Norton, B38 OAF Tel: 0121 243 1336
email: nicholaseball@hotmail.com

CLERGY

Reverend Theresa Jones Tel: 01564 822687
email: theresajl@btinternet.com

Parish Office, Church House, Church Road, Shirley, B90 2AX

PARISH OFFICE
Telephone: 0121 745 8896 is open Monday to
Email: admin@shirleyparish.co.uk Fridai/i(?;cept) Bank
Parish Website: https://www.shirleyparishb90.co.uk oliaays
Social Media: twitter.com/@ParishB90 9-30am - 12.30pm
facebook.com/@AdventureinFaithB90
YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/ShirleyParishB90

OUR PARISH PRAYERS

SHIRLEY PRRISH Give to us your people, living God,
A renewed faith and a bold vision
that we may proclaim
'Y Y the Good News of your Son

with faith that your kingdom will come,
with hope for our community
and with love for Him

wm

KNOWING CHRIST \7 who died and rose again
MAKING HIB KNOWN to save us, Jesus Christ our Risen Lord
Amen

God of Mission, who alone brings growth to your Church,
send your Holy Spirit to give vision to our planning,
wisdom to our actions, and power to our witness.
Help our church to grow in numbers, in spiritual commitment to you,
and in service to our local community.
Through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen
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THOUGHTS FROM THE VICARAGE
‘GOD OF ETERNITY’

At the start of the year, | wrote something for this magazine about facing a future
that is uncertain. | was thinking at that time of the Covid pandemic, and the advent
of the Omicron variant of the virus (remember that?).

But as time has gone on, | have begun to appreciate that uncertainty is fast becoming
the new norm. We simply cannot assume that things will always continue in an orderly
way. That money invested in the bank will gather interest; that our children will have
longer and more affluent lives than we will; that the pattern of the seasons will
continue as it always has or even, given the most recent events in Ukraine, that Britain
will always be a peaceful democracy.

And that is a bit of a shock. Most of us have lived the vast majority if not all of our
lives in relative peace following the Second World War. Standards of living have risen
year on year; healthcare has improved each year. While | recognise that there has
been pain and suffering which many have had to endure and find ways through, the
underlying picture has been one of stability or gradual improvement.

And that underlying picture has been the backdrop on which our journeys of faith
have been mapped out. The stability of life has reflected the ultimate solid foundation
of God himself. Perhaps we have in some subtle way exchanged trust in the true God
for a trust in the way things are and, we think, always will be.

But what if that underlying picture changes — as it looks as though it might do what
with pandemics, wars and climate crisis. How do we find the true God again, and how
can we place our trust in him as we will certainly need to do?

Here we must turn to scripture. Yes, the Old Testament sometimes gives hints of a
God who showers blessings on the righteous, but the overall picture is of a God who
walks alongside his people through good and bad times. Who is with Egypt with the
nation in slavery, with them as they wander through the wilderness, and with them
in the promised land, even when they reject him as they do.

And the New Testament takes this a step further as God comes in the person of Jesus
to live alongside us, offering us fullness of life which doesn’t depend on material
possessions or wealth or health or political stability but on a faith in the eternal
promises of God. And culminates of course with the wonderful truth we will celebrate
on Easter Day that death — so often seen as the ultimate enemy — has no hold on us.
That there is life eternal in God’s presence, incomparably different from anything we

can imagine.
... continued over the page



6
THOUGHTS FROM THE VICARAGE continued

So, as we celebrate the resurrection this Easter in ways we haven’t been able to do
since 2019, can | invite you to put your trust in the God of eternity rather than the
world of uncertainty.

Reverend Paul Day

A PRAYER FOR PEACE IN EUROPE

Creator God, we offer you our prayers for the peace of your world.
For the well-being and safety of our sisters and brothers in the Ukraine and in Russia:
We pray in the name of the Prince of Peace.

For wisdom for those who hold power, that they might work together for the good
of all people:
We pray in the name of the Prince of Peace.

For those who are or will become displaced because of conflict and for those who
offer welcome and sanctuary:
We pray in the name of the Prince of Peace.

For peace in our own lives, families and churches, that we might offer justice, dignity
and love for all:

We pray in the name of the Prince of Peace. e
@ .- —_
Gracious God, F =
N —
Hear our prayers. T

In the name of Jesus Christ,
The Prince of Peace.
Amen

Prayer written by The Revd Michaela Youngson
European MC Member (British Methodist Church)
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| HAVE ARRIVED IN APRIL ...

So here we are in April already, yet for me this is a time of reflection on the year that
has passed from the death of my beloved husband Graham (April 24th 2021).

| remember thinking I've got to get on now with my life, learn to be on my own,
discover me again.

The Monday after the funeral saw me standing in St James church yard counting bugs,
flowers, butterflies and ladybirds amongst the gravestones and wondering what | was
really doing there.

But it was a start. | started going to the Welcome Café, even baking a cake or two,
even if one was a very lopsided lemon drizzle cake, but well received anyway.

Messy Church, Open the Book, Reflective Worship, Morning Worship, Pilgrim Course,
Journey to the Stable, Lent Course, Easter Journey etc. etc. - all of these things | had
taken part in before, but | wasn’t able to commit as regularly as | can now because |
worked, then we were in lockdown and Graham was ill.

But they have all really helped me to blossom and grow just like the start of spring
when everything starts out as a bud but slowly the cold dismal days go away, and the
buds grow in the warmer days and eventually start to blossom. That’s me right here,
right now.

| still have the days where | just want to be alone, but then | always have, | do like my
own company, as it the silence that always helps me talk to God, pray and work
through things and work things out in my life.

I have no words of wisdom, | still flounder some days, but I still try to see where God
is leading me, even if | feel stuck. Looking back, | realise | have moved forward, and
| pray | continue to do so.

| had a lovely break away in Scotland at the end of February with my daughter and
family, it was good to be climbing a little way up Ben Nevis in the rain and wind, then
walking down in sunshine, and the next day climbing another hill in the snow to see
a waterfall, and on the way down via another way seeing hundreds of snowdrops
beneath the pine trees and all the snow gone. How great is nature and our God.

It really refreshed my soul, especially the heavy downpour!!!

So, | would like to say "thank you’ to all of you for your love and support this last year.

Love and prayers,

Denise Smith (Reader)
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CHURCH HOUSE - GREAT NEWS!

Church House belongs to the Parish (not
the diocese) and is an asset for the church {7
and the wider community, providing a [
venue for a wide range of activities, church
meetings, clubs, parties, choir practices,
self-defence classes and much more.

The hall was built in 1912 and some time
in the early eighties, the kitchen, toilets,
office and boiler room were added, enclosing the original building on three sides. Last
year, inspired by Linda Pitt’s vision, the back yard was transformed into a courtyard
garden and play area and the difficult acoustic of the building has been corrected by
the installation of sound-damping panels.

The building has much to offer but the heating and wiring are dated, and the carbon
footprint of the obsolete gas boiler is very high. We have a condensation (and black
mould) problem on the uninsulated wall and the roof.

This will take a lot of money and effort to fix but we have been very fortunate to
secure a grant of £25,450 from the Veolia Trust under the Landfill Communities Fund.
This is a scheme whereby landfill operators can claim a tax credit by contributing to
community projects, thus offsetting some of the problems caused to communities by
landfill sites. We qualify because Church House is within the required radius of a site.

The Friends of St James are contributing ‘partnership funding’ and the Parish is also
adding a small contribution.

The aims of the project are -
e To rewire the building, install LED lighting and a back up lighting system in
case of power failure (required under modern building regulations)
e Replace the gas central heating with electric infra-red heating panels on the
ceilings.
e Remove the old pipework and boiler
e Insulate the hall as much as is possible and reduce condensation.

We hope that this can be done in the summer, when many regular users are in recess,
and that this work will futureproof the basic services of the building for decades to
come. The building will be dependent on electricity, and these are uncertain times
for all energy supplies but, with a green tariff, the building will be close to carbon
neutral. One day we might even make our own electricity with roof panels?

For further information - please speak to Kate Crocker



9
THE FRIENDS OF ST JAMES 100 CLUB

Congratulations to the March winners
£50 ~ Barry Robinson  £25 ~ Gordon Bragg

HOW CAN WE HELP THE PEOPLE IN UKRAINE?

Only God knows how the situation in Ukraine will unfold in the coming days and
weeks. Meanwhile, there is a need for food and other basic humanitarian aid.

The following Christian charities are at work in the country, and would welcome your
support:
Barnabas Fund: https://www.barnabasfund.org/gb/
Christian Aid: https://www.christianaid.org.uk
Methodist Church UK: https://www.allwecan.org.uk

Operation Mobilisation: https://www.uk.om.org/Appeal/ukraine-in-crisis
Samaritan’s Purse: https://www.samaritans-purse.org.uk

Transform Europe Network: https://www.ten-uk.org
World Vision: https://www.worldvision.org.uk

REFUGEES

;
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QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION

WHY WILL THE BORDERS BILL CRIMINALISE gttt WHY ARE WE MAKING IT SO h
ASYLUM SEEKERS WHO HAVE LITTLE CHOICE ** DIFFICULT FOR REFUGEES FROM "
BUT TO ARRIVE IN THE UK VIA ‘IRREGULAR ROUTES'? o UKRAINE TO COME TO THE UK? 4

[

By Dave Walker - https://cartoonchurch.com
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EMMAUS (Luke Chapter 24, verses 13-32)

In the breaking of the bread
Our eyes were opened,

We knew Him then.

The Lord was with us

“Wasn't it
like a fire

In Emmaus, bll-lﬂl'llﬂg
There was no doubt. within us
He was alive and with us, when hE

talked to

us!!

The scriptures made sense.
What a difference!

But thinking back

To that journey —

To the grief that overwhelmed us,
The discussions, disagreements
And debilitating disappointment —
A different opening of the eyes,
We never were alone.

Before the word and bread,
Because of the word and bread
He was there,

He is here,

Always,

Walking with us.

By Daphne Kitching

Hot drinks, home-made cake and chat!
Every Tuesday morning 10am until 11.30am
in Church House at the

>
WELCOME CAFE
Do pop in and join us! es==>
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REDUCING OUR CARBON FOOTPRINT - PART 1

Our carbon footprint is the amount of carbon dioxide we produce as individuals and
institutions. This carbon dioxide goes into the world’s atmosphere and causes climate
change, otherwise known as global warming.

Although our main concern in the world at the moment is Ukraine and just how far
President Putin goes with his warmongering, climate change is the biggest medium
and long term threat to our planet. The 35 Easiest Ways to Reduce Your Carbon
Footprint is a website that makes suggestions as to how as individuals we can reduce
our carbon footprint - https://news.climate.columbia.edu/2018/12/27/35-ways-
reduce-carbon-footprint.

The first area it addresses is food -

1. Eat low on the food chain

This means eating mostly fruits, veggies, grains, and beans. Livestock - meat and dairy
- is responsible for 14.5 percent of manmade global greenhouse gas emissions, mainly
from feed production and processing and the methane that cattle and sheep belch
out. Every day that you forgo meat and dairy, you can reduce your carbon footprint
by 8 pounds—that’s 2,920 pounds a year. You can start by joining ‘Meatless Mondays’
- https://meatfreemondays.com.

2. Choose organic and local foods that are in season
Transporting food from far away, whether by truck, ship, rail or plane, uses fossil fuels
for fuel and for cooling to keep foods in transit from spoiling.

3. Buy foodstuffs in bulk when possible using your own reusable containers.

4. Only buy the food you need
Beware of special offers tempting you to buy food you do not need and will not use
(my suggestion).

5. Reduce your food waste by planning meals ahead of time, freezing the excess and
reusing leftovers.

6. Compost your food waste if possible.

. Electricity Next month: Clothing
st . '1'.'..
Trapspa™
0 : a - ﬁ"
&_ ~ Q 5
fecyeli . ’
Waste REEN Gag - :

Fuel Nick Ball on behalf of the Parish Eco-group



Thomas Bragg & Sons
Funeral Directors

We create every
funeral individually, ¢
justforyou. “ 5 )
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+24-hour service E rec Shirley
here to support guide you. We offer ¢
friendly, professional service to families. 0121 744 1428
562 Stratford Road, BO0 4AY
Call us for immediate support, advice
or a home visit. We are here to help 24 Knowle

hours a day.
01564 773 610

+ Prepaid funeral plans www.thomasbragg.co.uk 1682 High Street, B93 OLY

4
.' Funeral Partners

STEPHEN & PHILIP™
PAINTER

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

INDEPENDENT & FAMILY-OWNED

TEL:0121 707 1172

213 YARDLEY ROAD, ACOCKS GREEN, BIRMINGHAM, B27 6LZ.

NEW HALL GREEN OFFICE NOW OPEN
192 ROBIN HOOD LANE, HALL GREEN, BIRMINGHAM, B28 OLG.
TEL: 0121 777 4300

THE ONLY FUNERAL HOMES STILL OWNED BY THE PAINTER FAMILY. PROVIDING
A DIGNIFIED & PERSONAL SERVICE ACROSS BIRMINGHAM & SOLIHULL
24 HOUR SERVICE
WWW.STEPHENANDPHILIPPAINTER.COM




[EEERUNION

Linda Pitt opened our meeting, held on Wednesday 2nd March, with prayers and
welcomed all present.

Linda introduced Elizabeth Formby, our speaker,
who gave us a talk on Akamba Children’s Education
Fund (ACEF) - on how it works to help change the G Ce
lives of vulnerable children and orphans living in a

large slum in Nairobi, who attend the Brainhouse
School, by education, health, and wellbeing.

ACEF seeks to ensure that all those who attend Brainhouse School have the basic
rights of all young people to be cared for, a secure and safe place to live, food and
clean water to drink and to be protected from harm. The Charity has also supported
the school by installing water tanks and filters, solar panels providing electricity for
the classrooms and dormitories and developed eco-toilets.

Thanks were expressed to Elizabeth for her passionate talk on the Brainhouse School
and this was echoed by all present.

Our next meeting on the 6th April will be an ‘In House” meeting — 2pm in Church
House. We extend a warm welcome to visitors to any of our meetings.

Susan Knight

PAUSE FOR THOUGHT

“Christ has no body now but yours. No hands, no feet on earth but yours. Yours are
the eyes through which he looks compassion on this world. Yours are the feet with
which he walks to do good. Yours are the hands through which he blesses all the
world. Yours are the hands, yours are the feet, yours are the eyes, you are his body.
Christ has no body now on earth but yours.” — Teresa of Avila

= __.c_ I.-'I' | r;-.:_ ‘6._ B e P 54 _-C i i l'r-l_ I_1'-_ B B4 :r..’ :.:-;_ g8

Two donkeys were walking the streets of Jerusalem. One said: “Just a
few days ago | came down that hill carrying Jesus, and the people were
all singing and shouting and throwing down their cloaks and palms for
me to walk on. But today they don’t even recognise me.”

The other donkey replied: “That is how it is, my friend. Without Jesus,
none of us amounts to much.”




14
SHIRLEY PARISH BOOK CLUB

‘Oldest story in the world. Grief. Just a lot of grief.’

Somewhere in Japan there is a garden containing a disused phone box. It was put
there by the owner of the garden so that people who have lost loved ones might use
the phone to talk to them and as a result begin to come to terms with their grief. This
garden and phone really do exist and are at the centre of Laura Imai Messina’s novel,
The Phone Box at the Edge of the World.

| suspect we didn’t know just how relevant this novel would be when it was chosen
as a Book Club read. As we were reading it we were experiencing a whole number of
losses in the Parish — and in the wider world — with the awful news of Ukraine every
night on our televisions. At one of our Parish funerals, for Mary Hobbs, her brother
read that well known sonnet by Mary Elizabeth Frye — ‘Do Not Stand At My Grave and
Weep'. It ends,

‘Do not stand at my grave and cry; | am not there. | did not die’

People that we lose remain with us —in our memories, of course, but also in the wind,
in the rain, in the songs of birds — and on the other end of an otherwise silent phone
in a garden somewhere in Japan.

The quotation used at the start of this article comes from another wonderful recent
novel, Still Life, by Sarah Winman. Just the title echoes the themes of the Messina
novel and the Frye poem.

Serendipity. All around us. Here are some comments from Book Club members:

‘A beautifully written book about love, loss and hope. A discontinued phone in rural
Japan where the bereaved go to talk to those they have lost. This story is based on
fact and had me thinking and empathising with the huge number of those human
tragedies caused by the Tsunami.

This book is a quiet, peaceful read with short meaningful chapters, acknowledging
and accepting that loss is part of life.” (Jill)

‘l approached reading this book with some trepidation but also with curiosity. | haven’t
been able to concentrate on reading a book since losing my father in August 2020.
Consequently, the trepidation | felt related to the book’s subject matter, which was
primarily grief. However, curiosity got the better of me and | started to read ... |
literally couldn’t put it down!

| felt drawn to the characters and although the eventual love story was a little obvious
it was a pleasing read. It certainly has drawn me back to reading again. | found it
therapeutic in a way and when | had finished reading the book | was intrigued to find
out more about Bella Guardia.
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SHIRLEY PARISH BOOK CLUB continued

| found the website and it is interesting to see photographs of it. | fully appreciate
how people go there to pick up a phone receiver and speak to a lost loved one. It is
a charming read.’ (Belinda)

‘A purely random choice in a book shop turned out to be one of the books | will always
remember and return to. Although the story deals with grief it is not a really a sad
story. It deals with the ways people survive tragedy and how something physical can
help someone move through grief to come to terms with the loss but never forget
the loved ones they have lost. It is quite emotional to see how the different people
use the phone box to help them deal with their grief by talking to the ones they have
lost and how attached they become to it. The development of the two main characters
through their loss to trust to love again is brilliantly told as their lives weave with the
other users of the phone box. For a book dealing with sadness it is an amazingly easy
read and does in the end leave you with a smile.” (Ursula)

‘A story of optimism, of people travelling to a dilapidated phone box to talk to the
wind of their hopes and fears after experiencing a tsunami. Giving them peace of
mind and friendship, and above all else hope.

A thoughtful book about the stoicism of people after a setback.’ (Pat)

‘I found the lists that interspersed the main narrative distracting and frankly irritating.
Mostly they added nothing, and on the rare occasions they did, a footnote would
have done the job better. But without them the book would have been too short. |
don't understand how this got to be a 'bestseller' but that may be because my
definition is harsher than the publishers. The main problem with the plot is that it
was actually quite predictable. Once again | feel that if | wanted to read about the
earthquake | would have preferred non-fiction. Having said all that | did warm to some
of the characters.” (Sarah)

‘Surprisingly, | enjoyed every aspect of this novel. The use of explanatory sections
helped bring both the characters and the events to life. | was dreading a tragedy with
a depressing conclusion, but it was the opposite — love, concerns, understanding, and
compassion were all evident. Heart-warming.” (Andrew) THE TOP TEN BESTSELLER

The next book for the Shirley Parish Book Club is Capital by John
Lanchester. It is set in London and begins with all the residents of
one street receiving a mysterious post card ...

The meeting to discuss this book will be on April 11th at 2pm in
Church House.

Ray Speakman




# SHIRLEY PARISH LENT CHALLENGE
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LENT

Friday 1st April

Make someone laugh. 2022

Weekend Sing your favourite hymn. At home. On your
2nd/3rd April own. Loudly!!
Monday 4th April Tell someone something you like about

them. It could be their smile or an item of
clothing they are wearing.

Tuesday 5th April

Write a note to someone to thank them for
all they do for you.

Wednesday 6th April | Buy an Easter Egg and put it in the box for
the Food Bank.

Thursday 7th April Make a birthday card or a ‘get well’ card.
Who will you send it to?

Friday 8th April Hold a door open for someone.
And / or pray for people with mobility
problems.

Weekend Be still / sit in silence for 15 minutes.

9th/10th April

Monday 11th April Make a financial donation to a charity.

Tuesday 12th April Make or buy some hot cross buns.

Wednesday 13th April

If you are a Christian, tell someone why you
are.

If you would not describe yourself as a
Christian, ask someone who is why they are.

Thursday 14th April

Pray for people who have to make difficult
decisions.

Friday 15th April

Remember Jesus on the cross.

Saturday 16th April

Pray for all those who are grieving.
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OUR SERVICES IN APRIL

Date Time Service Venue
3rd 8am Holy Communion St James Church
10.30am | Holy Communion St James Church
6.30pm | The Passion Shirley Baptist Church
7th 10.30am | Holy Communion St James Church
10th Palm Sunday
9am Morning Worship St John’s Church
10.30am | Morning Worship St James Church
10.30am | Holy Communion Christ the King Church
11th | 7.30pm | Compline St James Church
12th | 7.30pm | Stations of the Cross St James Church
13th | 7.30pm | Reflective Worship St John’s Church
14th Maundy Thursday
7.30pm | Holy Communion St James Church
15th Good Friday
10.30am | Shirley Churches Together Meet at Our Lady of the
Walk of Witness Wayside Church
1pm Reflections at the cross St James Church
7.30pm | Taizé service Christ the King Church
16th 10am | Messy Church St James Church
17th Easter Sunday
6am Sunrise Service St John’s Church
8am Holy Communion St James Church
9am Holy Communion St John’s Church
10.30am | Holy Communion St James Church
21st | 10.30am | Holy Communion St James Church
24th 9am Holy Communion St John’s Church
10.30am | Morning Worship St James Church
10.30am | Morning Worship Christ the King Church
28th | 10.30am | Holy Communion St James Church
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MOBILE HAIRDRESSER
Fully qualified LADIES AND GENTLEMENS Hairdresser
Available for appointments in the comfort
of your own home

Please Telephone CLAIRE on
01564 794684 or 07931 751 451

HELPING PEOPLE IN NEED

FOOD BANK: It had been a long time since | had watched a man cry. At one of the
satellite Food Banks recently | squirmed as a client cried as he told the volunteer that
he tried not to eat every day because he needed the food in the food parcels for his
teenage children. He was told very firmly that he must eat or he would be ill. But
what have we come to? A few miles down the road, in the UK’s second city, in this
day and age?

On the same morning, | gave four baby books to a small child (still don’t know if it
was a girl or boy because their wrapping was so total) sitting quietly on the mother’s
lap; the mother looked in the bag, saw the books and just put out her hand to touch
my arm and smiled. Remember my old mantra? No money for food, no money for
books! | also gave two small cars to a small being who was racing around, kicking
chairs, pulling at laptop wires, shouting at his very harassed mother —instant stillness
as he crashed the two cars together — success!

Sadly, the number of clients at our Food Bank is still increasing and supplies are being
stretched severely. Even the basic necessities of UHT milk, tinned tomatoes and
tinned vegetables are being strictly rationed. Please help if you can.

ADAVU: Our Christmas baby girl is thriving and has just had a parcel of her next size
clothes, along with nappies, wet wipes and baby toiletries, even a rag book — | can’t
start early enough with books! Mother was thrilled with the Christmas parcel we
sent and sends her thanks to you all for your kind donations. We always send some
books and toys for her five year old son — plus some chocolate buttons of course -
can’t have him feeling left out. The ever present need is for adult and baby toiletries.

NARTHEX: Until the December parcels have been sorted and shelved the Narthex is
not accepting any more donations.

Thank you for your support, Elizabeth Paice
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OUR QUEEN’S PLATINUM JUBILEE CELEBRATIONS
Thursday 2nd to Sunday 5th June 2022

As part of our Parish Jubilee celebrations, we are planning to have flower and history
displays in St James Church covering the seventy years of our Queen’s reign.

The focus will be on the Queen’s celebration years —

1952 — Accession

1953 - Coronation

1977 - Silver Jubilee
2002 - Golden Jubilee
2006 — 80th Birthday
2012 - Diamond Jubilee
2016 - 90th Birthday
2017 - Sapphire Jubilee
2022 - Platinum Jubilee

So, have you got memories, photographs or souvenirs from those years that you can
share with us?

Please let the Parish Office know if you can help

Also, ‘Save the Date’ — we’ll be having a Street Party on Saturday 4th June 2022

PODIATRIST / CHIROPODIST

Surgery and Home Visits
JONATHAN LEESE bp.pod.M., M.Ch.S

HCPC REGISTERED
Tel: 0121 733 1292 193 Creynolds Lane, Shirley B90 4ES
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WHY INCENSE?

Incense has been used for worship in churches from the earliest times, and in temples
for over 3,000 years. Is is also used in private homes, and in the perfume industry.

What is Incense?
it is made from gum, which is a thick substance secreted from
certain trees and shrubs. It hardens on drying. When burned, it
produces a sweet smelling smoke. Each of the gums have their own
distinct perfume.

How is incense used in church?

It is burned on small charcoal bricks in a metal pot (Thurible ). This
is hung on three chains to prevent the hot metal burning the hands
of the priest and acolythe (server). The chains enable it to be swung
backwards and forwards, making the charcoal glow. Granules of
incense burn and produce the smoke.

Why is incense used in worship?

We try to offer the best of ourselves to God in worship. Worship involves all our
senses. ‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and mind and soul and
strength.’

Light, colour, movement and music are important parts of our offering. Our ears hear
the Word of God. Our mouths sing His praises. Our eyes see the colours of the
Christian Year (purple, white, red and green), often set within a glorious church or
cathedral.

Through these scented clouds, our prayers and praises slowly rise to heaven, enfolded
in perfume.

Incense gives a sense of mystery, awe and wonder

Consider the wonder of what is taking place in the Eucharist. Through prayer and the
power of the Holy Spirit, the bread is changed into the body of Christ. Incense adds
awe and wonder at the Real Presence of Christ.

It is a powerful sign of what is happening spiritually. Our prayers ascend to heaven,
like the rising of the incense. They join with the prayers of the Saints before the throne
of God.

Incense in the Bible

In the Old Testament: ‘Let my prayer be counted as incense before you.’ (Psalm 141
verse 2)

Frankincense (incense) was one of the gifts given to the infant Jesus by the Three
Wise Men (Matthew 23 verse 11). It was a rare and precious gift for the new born
King.
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WHY INCENSE? continued

Incense is used to describe the worship of Heaven in picture language: ‘The living
creatures and the Elders fall before the Lamb of God ‘each holding a harp and golden
bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the Saints.” (Revaluation 5 verse 8)

St Paul wrote: ‘We are indeed the incense offered by Christ to God.” (2 Corinthians 2
verse 15). (Some translations of the Bible have ‘aroma’ instead of ‘incense’.

When is incense burned?

1. The priest censes the altar at the beginning of the service. This is a sign of cleansing
the altar for the sacrifice of the mass.

2. During the reading of the Gospel.

3. The priest censes the Offertory gifts of bread and wine, and the altar. Next the
acolyte censes the priest, and then the congregation. To acknowledge what has
happened, the congregation bow to the acolyte. Incense is burned during the Prayer
of Consecration.

Taken from the Tufton Leaflet series by Father John Pitchford and shared by Margaret Foreshew

352 (C Bastock Ltd
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ﬁ’l*"ﬁ“ FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Independent Family Owned Funeral Directors since 1856

Shirley Funeral Home Solihull Funeral Home Yardley Funeral Home ﬁ
100, Stratford Road ~ 67-71 Warwick Road, 112 Church Road,
Shirley. B90 3BH Solihull. B92 7HP Yardley. B26 8UX

0121 726 2626 0121 706 4040 0121 784 3230

Whether vyou have a traditional,
88 contemporary or eco funeral in mind our
family are here to help you. Our
dedicated team will guide you through
{ the choices and decisions to ensure a
unique and befitting funeral.

Specialist provider of Pre-Paid Funeral Plans Free, no obilgation help and advice.

Peace of mind with secure affordable options www.cbastock.co.uk
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THIS MONTH’S CROSSWORD

Across

1 ‘The baby in my — leaped for joy’ (Luke 1:44) (4)

3 A‘don’t know’ in matters of faith (8)

9 In the distant past (Jeremiah 2:20) (4,3)

10 Armada (1 Kings 10:22) (5)

11 Where Moses was confronted with the burning bush (Exodus 3:1) (5)

12 Hair colour indicative of skin infection (Leviticus 13:30) (6)

14 ‘The worries of this life and the — of wealth choke it, making it unfruitful’
(Matthew 13:22) (13)

17 Expel (2 Kings 13:23) (6)

19 What Jesus wrapped round his waist when he washed his disciples’ feet
(John 13:4) (5)

22 The sixth plague to afflict the Egyptians (Exodus 9:9) (5)

23 For nine (anag.) (7)

24 Where there is no time (Psalm 93:2) (8)

25 Goliath’s challenge to the Israelite army in the Valley of Elah:
‘This day | — the ranks of Israel!” (1 Samuel 17:10) (4)

Down
1 ‘I will become angry with them and forsake them; | — — my face from them’
(Deuteronomy 31:17) (4,4)

Usual description of prophets such as Amos, Hosea, Micah, and so on (5)

4 ‘They cannot see the light of the gospel of the — — — , who is the image of God’
(2 Corinthians 4:4) (5,2,6)

5 Ananimal’s internal edible parts (Leviticus 4:11) (5)

6 Popular 20th-century religious novel by Lloyd C. Douglas, which became a 1953
film starring Richard Burton (3,4)

7 ‘A — on ahill cannot be hidden’ (Matthew 5:14) (4)

8 One of the exiles, a descendant of Bebai, who married a foreign woman
(Ezra 10:28) (6)

13 Old Testament hymn-singing (8)

15 ‘And O what transport of delight from thy pure — floweth’ (7)

16 Of felt (anag.) (3,3)

18 ‘So — the — sets you free, you will be free indeed’ (John 8:36) (2,3)

20 Comes between ‘bad’ and ‘worst’ (John 5:14) (5)

21 ‘Neither height nor depth... will be — to separate us from the love of God’
(Romans 8:39) (4)

N
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THIS MONTH’S CROSSWORD & SUDOKU

Answers are on page 27 1 9

& 2008 KrazyDad.com
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The Roof Repair Co.

24 hour
https://www.roofingandgutteringservices.co.uk service
From A Minor Repair To A New Roof —
v/ NEW ROOFS Repaired &
Cleaned Out
v NEW FLAT ROOF SYSTEMS Pl
v RIDGE TILES REPOINTED & REBEDDED
v GUTTERING - UPVC CLADDING Rssiree i
v/ NO MONEY UP FRONT P~ Repai
B epairs
/ TOP QUALITY MATERIALS 7&"99“3('9' am from as
little as

v/ SENIOR CITIZENS DISCOUNTS
£35

FREE QUOTATION Without Obligation

FOR IMMEDIATE EMERGENCY RESPONSE

0121 604 2104 / 07956 228 842

Yo
Qj% @5@ If Knowle is difficult to get to,
@%e = we will happily visit you at
& l%‘“ home or you can meet Bruce
at any of the Bastock family
Bastock&Bruce Ltd funeral homes.

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

A partnership between C. Bastock Ltd and Bruce Bragg

Bruce is now the only remaining member of the Bragg family still in the industry
following the sale of the Bragg family business in Shirley. This partnership brings a
family business to Knowle with generations of experience ensuring the truly
personal service you would expect from an independent business.

Knowle Funeral Home
Brisker Court, 1685, High Street, Knowle. B93 OLN

01564 33 5577 (24 hour)

Serving all surrounding areas www.bastockandbruce.co.uk
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WORD SEARCH - THE LAST PASSOVER

On the night before He died, Jesus ate His last Passover meal with His disciples. He
then transformed the Passover into the Lord’s Supper, saying of the bread and wine
that, ‘this is my body’ and ‘this is my blood’. Jesus, the Lamb of God, was preparing
to die for the sins of the whole world. John’s gospel makes it clear that the Last Supper
took place the evening BEFORE the regular Passover meal, and that later Jesus died
at the same time that the Passover lambs were killed.

Jesus then astonished the disciples by washing their feet. He said:
“A new command | give you: love one another. As | have loved you,
so you must love one another.” His disciples were to love through
& service, not domination, of one another. In Latin, the opening phrase
# of this sentence is ‘mandatum novum do vobis’. The word ‘maundy’
is thus a corruption of the Latin ‘mandatum’ (or command).

ATE
BLOOD
BODY
BREAD
COMMAND
DIE
DISCIPLES
FEET

GOD
GOSPEL
JOHN
KILLED
LAMB
LAST

LORD
LOVE
MAUNDY
PASSOVER
SERVICE
SINS
SUPPER
TRANSFORMED
WASHING
WINE
WORLD

Answers are on page 27
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Monumental Masons

BANNOCKS OF SOLIHULL

Five generations of quality manufacturing
and service from a family business.

All aspects of Monumental Masonry

PERSONAL ATTENTION ~ ADVISORY SERVICE
LARGE DISPLAY

117 Streetsbrook Road, Solihull B90 3PF
(Opposite Robin Hood Cemetery)

Tel: 0121 744 1727
www.bannocksmemorials.co.uk

BILL BOYCE DECORATORS

We have been a family run business since 1982 and we
pride ourselves on the quality of our work.
We carry out private work but also carry out work in
offices, schools, restaurants and shop premises.

Visit https://billboycedecorators.co.uk to find out more
or 07966 275134 (Dan)
89 Union Road

Telephone ~ 0121 744 0040 [\
Shirley, Solihull | 5!l : .

or 07976 810680 (Bill)
B90 3BY Email ~ sandraboyce61@hotmail.com
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* Police and Age Concern registered
¢ Full locksmith service

* Key cutting
* Windows, door realigned

Glazing and Locks

*Misted/broken double glazing replaced

*All double glazing repairs

*Over 25 years experience
*City & guilds qualified

Contact Jason on 07789761412




28

SOLVING PEST PROBLEMS OTHERS CAN'T - Since 2008

F r ALL PESTS: Rats, mice, squirrels, wasps, woodworm,
om rabbits, deer fencing, loft insulation clearance

Wasps £67

Ants 2 visits £172
Moles 2 visits £118
Rodents 2 visits £176

*quote ‘Shirley Parish’ for these prices

CHECKED,
/,

For Homes & Businesses 3
www.pghbeegone.co.uk o

sales@pghbeegone.co.uk 'P'GH‘ ﬁ‘;&
01 21 405 1 478 PEST PREVENTION LIVE BEE REMOVAL
Kings Norton, Birmingham, England

OFFERING A FRIENDLY,
@@ZY T@ IES RELIABLE, PROFESSIONAL
SERVICE AT AFFORDABLE PRICE
Bev Hughes DipCFhp Over 65 £20.00 per session
Mobile Foot Health Practitioner Under 65 £25.00 per session

07/7/64) 6BR64\ES @[F  TREATMENT INCLUDES:-

v FREE CONSULTATION
v TOENAILS CUT &
©ﬂ 2 Tl élgﬂ 35@ v THICKNESS REDUCED
» YA CALLOUSES REMOVED
- ; v CORNS & VERRUCAS

’

)7 17! TREATED
d 2’ / v/ DIABETIC FOOTCARE



Baptisms

6th Evan Barker Butwell
20th  Charlotte Ariana Farmer

27th  Connor Peter Butwell-Johns

Funerals

8th Anthony Hurd 83
8th Michael James Whittingham 89

10th  Hazel Whyte 76
15th  Ronald Hill 87
22nd  VeraJean Green 90
23rd  Peter Sellers 94

Decorating Plus ... (Odd Jobs)
B90 and nearby
Call Stewarton 07802 566 441 or 0121 744 2804

Email - DecoratingPlus@hotmail.co.uk




Who betrayed Jesus?
Who denied Jesus?

M
E
A
L
R
A
N
G
E
Read Matthew 26:17-75 L
P
E
A
C
E
B
S
C
D
K
|

What did the soldiers put
on Jesus at his crucifixion?

What time did Jesus die?
Whose tomb was Jesus

buried in?
Read
Matthew 27

Jesus will come

o
Q

Q

=i

What did Jesus send the

disciples to find?

What did the
crowd do? .. 52X

On the third day who
rolled away the stone
covering the tomb?

What had happened
ROADY tleu? Read

Find these words from the Easter story in the word search: Matthew 28
DONKEY - ROAD « BRANCHES « PALMS - KING - HOSANNA
PASSOVER « ROOM - BREAD « WINE - CUP - MEAL - BODY - BLOOD N |

KISS « MESSIAH « CHRIST « JESUS « CRUCIFY « CROWN « THORNS i
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ROBE « TREE « NAILS = CROSS « DARKNESS « QUAKE - DEATH - LOTS
TOMB « LINEN « STONE - BODY « BURY « THREE DAYS - MORNING
MARY - ANGEL - HEAVEN - GOD  RAISED « JOY « GO TELL
GOOD NEWS « PEACE - SPIRIT « SAVIOUR - PRAISE « EASTER

Apr22 © deborah noble + parishpump.co.uk



READERS

CHURCH WARDENS

SHIRLEY PARISH GUIDE continued

Kate Day Tel: 0121 537 9672
email: kate_day@me.com

Gill Gough Tel: 0121 603 2636
email: g.gough@hotmail.co.uk

Sarah Penfold Tel: 0121 681 1525
email: sarahpenfold@blueyonder.co.uk

Denise Smith Tel: 01564 822606
email: deesmith1181@hotmail.com

Parish Wardens
Margaret Foreshew Tel: 0121 603 9833 Gill Hanton Tel: 0121 733 2347
email: mhforeshew@gmail.com email: gill.Lhanton@btinternet.com

Deputy Wardens - St James the Great Church
Kate Crocker Linda Pitt

Tel: 0121 258 2956 Tel: 0121 744 6777
Deputy Warden - Christ the King Church
Denise Smith

Tel: 01564 822606

Deputy Warden - St John the Divine Church
Linda Alford

Tel: 0121 430 4785

SAFEGUARDING  Sue Harries
Tel: 07977 012753 or 0121 745 8896 (c/o Parish Office)

FOR ANY ENQUIRIES ABOUT THIS MAGAZINE PLEASE CONTACT

THE PARISH OFFICE OR THE EDITOR -

Gill Hanton, 200 Tythe Barn Lane, Dickens Heath B90 1PF
Telephone : 0121 733 2347 or 07973 942145
Email : shirleyparishmagazine@gmail.com

Whilst every care is taken to ensure that the contents of the magazine are correct,
the Parish cannot be responsible for any errors that may occur in the editorial or
advertisements, nor for the actions of the advertisers.

Registered Charity number 1131912




Tudor Grange Primary Academy St James

Nurture, Learn, Achieve

Executive Principal for Primary - Miss S Deakin
% For details about the school contact the PA to the Principal - Mrs G Miles

Tudor Grange Primary Academy St James, Halifax Road, Shirley, Solihull B90 2BT
Phone: 0121 744 7897 office@stjames.tgacademy.org.uk www.stjames.tgacademy.org.uk

Your local

ONE-STOP GARDEN SHOP

HUGE PLANT CENTRE * FENCING ¢ GATES  SHEDS ¢ PAVING e
AGGREGATES * HARDWARE STORE and much more!

:g.(- " ?ni:y: -------------------- f/'./'fl'.r?f.r??y/- r.(-..\éﬂﬁ
: F RE E SAVE 5% ON

b, *
i TEAW_?TE &thFEE QII:PI- mgzyro!-ic HASES

s s o

OPEN 7 DAYS ) |
Men to Fri 7:30am - Spm
Saturday Bam - Spm

t. 01564 702 314 www.earlswoodglc.co.uk
Follow

EARLSWOOD GARDEN & LANDSCAPE CENTRE
C FORSHAW HEATH ROAD, EARLSWOQD, SOLIHULL, B94 5JU

us: @EarlswoodGLC £ ¥ @ Sunday 10om -4pm



