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Welcome and Introduction to the theme of the service 
 
When we are happy 
When we are full of fun and laughter  
God welcomes us  
 
When we are angry 
When people let us down and make us sad  
God welcomes us  
 
When we are tired 
When we need to stop and curl up and rest  
God welcomes us  
 
God of welcome 
God whose door is always open  
We are glad to meet you here  
 
Hymn – 513 Shine Jesus shine 
 
 
Confession 
 
When the Lord comes, 
he will bring to light the things now hidden in darkness, 
and will disclose the purposes of the heart. 
Therefore in the light of Christ let us confess our sins. 
 
Lord God, our maker and our redeemer, 
this is your world and we are your people: 
come among us and save us. 
 
We have wilfully misused your gifts of creation; 
Lord, be merciful: 
forgive us our sin. 
 
We have seen the ill-treatment of others 
and have not gone to their aid; 
Lord, be merciful: 
forgive us our sin. 
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We have condoned evil and dishonesty 
and failed to strive for justice; 
Lord, be merciful: 
forgive us our sin. 
 
We have heard the good news of Christ, 
but have failed to share it with others; 
Lord, be merciful: 
forgive us our sin. 
 
We have not loved you with all our heart, 
nor our neighbours as ourselves; 
Lord, be merciful: 
forgive us our sin. 
 
May God who loved the world so much 
that he sent his Son to be our Saviour 
forgive us our sins 
and make us holy to serve him in the world, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Collect 
Lord Jesus Christ, 
light of the nations and glory of Israel: 
make your home among us, 
and present us pure and holy 
to your heavenly Father, 
your God, and our God. 
Amen 
 
Readings 
 
Malachi 3:1-5 

See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord 
whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the 
covenant in whom you delight—indeed, he is coming, says the Lord of 
hosts. But who can endure the day of his coming, and who can stand when he 
appears? 
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For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; he will sit as a refiner and 
purifier of silver, and he will purify the descendants of Levi and refine them like 
gold and silver, until they present offerings to the Lord in righteousness. Then 
the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the Lord as in the days 
of old and as in former years. 

Then I will draw near to you for judgement; I will be swift to bear witness 
against the sorcerers, against the adulterers, against those who swear falsely, 
against those who oppress the hired workers in their wages, the widow, and 
the orphan, against those who thrust aside the alien, and do not fear me, says 
the Lord of hosts. 

This the word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God 
 
The reading of the gospel 
 
The Lord be with you 
And also with you 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
Luke 2:22-40 

When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, they 
brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord (as it is written in the 
law of the Lord, ‘Every firstborn male shall be designated as holy to the 
Lord’), and they offered a sacrifice according to what is stated in the law of the 
Lord, ‘a pair of turtle-doves or two young pigeons.’ 

Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was 
righteous and devout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the 
Holy Spirit rested on him. It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he 
would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. Guided by the 
Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and when the parents brought in the 
child Jesus, to do for him what was customary under the law, Simeon took him 
in his arms and praised God, saying,  
‘Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, 
   according to your word;  
for my eyes have seen your salvation,  
   which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples,  
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a light for revelation to the Gentiles 
   and for glory to your people Israel.’ 

And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being said about 
him. Then Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, ‘This child is 
destined for the falling and the rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that 
will be opposed so that the inner thoughts of many will be revealed—and a 
sword will pierce your own soul too.’ 

There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. 
She was of a great age, having lived with her husband for seven years after her 
marriage, then as a widow to the age of eighty-four. She never left the temple 
but worshipped there with fasting and prayer night and day. At that moment 
she came, and began to praise God and to speak about the child to all who 
were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem. 

When they had finished everything required by the law of the Lord, they 
returned to Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. The child grew and became 
strong, filled with wisdom; and the favour of God was upon him. 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
We interview Sue Harries and Judith Chivers, our safeguarding coordinators, 
as well as a member of our church who has attended a safeguarding course 
 
Hymn – 313 Be still for the presence 
 
Sermon 
 
A prayer for Safeguarding Sunday  
 
Loving Father God,  
We come to you in the knowledge that you hold all your children in 
unconditional love.  
We lift to you those who are vulnerable and in need of protection,  
give them your safety, comfort and peace.  
We cry to you for those who are hurting and whose trust has been broken,  
give them your healing, restoration and justice.  
We bring to you those who seek to forgive others who have hurt them,  
give them your strength, courage and hope.  
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Thank you for all who give their time, knowledge,  
and skills to make our communities safer, 
give them your wisdom, guidance and grace.  
For ourselves, we ask you to give us your heart for the vulnerable, the 
oppressed, the voiceless and the forgotten.  
Help us to see them as you see them; to value them as you value them, and to 
nurture and protect them as you desire.  
Help each one of us play our part in creating safer places for all your people. 
In your name we pray. Amen  
 
Our commitment to safeguarding:  
 
We commit to each share responsibility  
for creating an environment that is safe for all. 
We commit to pray for our safeguarding leads  
and those working with children and adults.  
We commit to respect the boundaries that are in place to protect others.  
We commit to support those in our church who have been hurt or abused.  
We commit to provide on-going safeguarding training for all our volunteers.  
We commit to allow sufficient time and resources 
to make our recruitment of volunteers safer. 
We commit to maintaining an open culture  
where people are encouraged to share concerns.  
We commit to not take offence  
when challenged about our presence or behaviour. 
 
Prayers, ending with 
 
Into the dark places of our world 
Where people are frightened and hungry  
God bring light, bring love  
 
Into places where people are violent  
Into places where people are fighting 
God bring light, bring love  
 
Into the places where we feel unsafe  
Into situations that hurt us and scare us  
God bring light, bring love  
We ask our prayers in Jesus’ name and in the Holy Spirit’s power Amen  
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Sharing the peace 
In the tender mercy of our God, 
the dayspring from on high shall break upon us, 
to give light to those who dwell in darkness 
and in the shadow of death 
and to guide our feet into the way of peace.    
   
The peace of the Lord be always with you 
And also with you 
  
Let us offer one another sign of peace 
 
Hymn – May this place be one of nurture 
 
May this place be one of nurture  
where we all may come to know  
how your endless love sustains us  
as we live and move and grow.  
May we work to build your kingdom  
full of truth and light and grace,  
living life in all its fullness  
held in one divine embrace. 
 
From our negligence and failures  
you have called us to repent,  
drawing energy for action  
from the voices of lament.  
As the secret hurts long hidden  
may, at last, be brought to light,  
may the truth unlock the freedom  
that is every person’s right. 
 
For you hold the broken-hearted  
till they learn to live again,  
and your justice stands like mountains,  
while your mercy falls like rain  
when the smallest child is valued,  
and the strong empower the weak  
when each human life is hallowed  
and the unheard voices speak: 
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So with humble thanks, we praise you  
and we lift to you in prayer  
all the people you are calling  
to this ministry of care.  
Give us wisdom, grace and courage,  
holding fast to all that’s good,  
seeing Christ in one another  
we will love and serve our Lord. 
 
 
 
Eucharistic prayer 
 
The Lord be with you      
and also with you. 
                          
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed right and good, 
always and everywhere to give you thanks and praise 
through Jesus Christ, who is one with you from all eternity. 
For on this day he appeared in the Temple 
in substance of our flesh 
to come near to us in judgement. 
He searches the hearts of all your people 
and brings to light the image of your splendour. 
Your servant Simeon acclaimed him as the light to lighten the nations 
while Anna spoke of him to all who looked for your redemption. 
Destined for the falling and rising of many, 
he was lifted high upon the cross 
and a sword of sorrow pierced his mother’s heart 
when by his sacrifice he made our peace with you. 
And now we rejoice and glorify your name 
that we, too, have seen your salvation 
and join with angels and archangels 
in their unending hymn of praise: 
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Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
      
Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness; 
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit, 
and according to your holy will, 
these gifts of bread and wine 
may be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ; 
      
who, in the same night that he was betrayed, 
took bread and gave you thanks; 
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
      
In the same way, after supper 
he took the cup and gave you thanks; 
he gave it to them, saying: 
Drink this, all of you; 
this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, 
in remembrance of me. 
      
Christ is the bread of life: 
 
When we eat this bread and drink this cup, 
we proclaim your death, Lord Jesus, 
until you come in glory. 
      
And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross, 
his perfect sacrifice made once for the sins of the whole world; 
rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension, 
and looking for his coming in glory, 
we celebrate this memorial of our redemption. 
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As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, 
we bring before you this bread and this cup 
and we thank you for counting us worthy 
to stand in your presence and serve you. 
Send the Holy Spirit on your people 
and gather into one in your kingdom 
all who share this one bread and one cup, 
so that we, in the company of [N and] all the saints, 
may praise and glorify you for ever, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord; 
by whom, and with whom, and in whom, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father, 
for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
 
Believing the promises of God, 
let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
  
 
We break the bread of life, 
and that life is the light of the world. 
God here among us, 
light in the midst of us, 
bring us to light and life. 
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Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 
      
Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 
      
Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world, 
grant us peace. 
 
God’s holy gifts 
for God’s holy people. 
Jesus Christ is holy, 
Jesus Christ is Lord, 
to the glory of God the Father. 
 
 
We receive communion 
 
 
 
Post communion prayer 
 
Lord, you fulfilled the hope of Simeon and Anna, 
who lived to welcome the Messiah: 
may we, who have received these gifts beyond words, 
prepare to meet Christ Jesus when he comes 

to bring us to eternal life; 
for he is alive and reigns, now and for ever. 
Amen 
 
Notices 
 
Hymn – 461 Help us to help each other 
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Blessing:  
 
God keep us safe in danger  
Give us courage and keep us loving  
 
God help us to speak the truth  
To stand by those who need our help  
 
God give us friends who love us  
Places and people that help us grow  
 
God send us on our way rejoicing  
And welcome us safely home  
 
May God, who is present 
in sunrise and nightfall, 
and in the crossing of the sea,  
guide your feet as you go.  
 
May God, who is with you when you sit  
and when you stand, 
encompass you with love 
and lead you by the hand.  
 
May God, who knows your path  
and the places where you rest,  
be with you in your waiting 
be your good news for sharing,  
and lead you in the way  
that is everlasting.  
Amen 
 
 
 


