
 
OT - Joshua 1:1-9 
 
NT - Romans 13:1-10 
 
Gospel - Luke 22:24-30 
 
The 70th anniversary of the Queen’s accession 
 
Some historical events stand out in your mind. You can remember exactly where you were 
and what you were doing when you heard the news. 
 
The assassination of JFK is one such. 
The moment Neil Armstrong took those first steps on the moon.  
The resignation of Margaret Thatcher. 
And of course 9/11 – as the twin towers fell. 
Where were you I wonder. What were you doing when those events took place? 
 
 
Someone was telling me in the week about how they remember exactly what they were 
doing when they heard the news that King George VI had died which was of course 70 years 
ago today. The day that our Queen became Queen. The person I was speaking to said they 
were at school in the gym having a PE lesson when the Headmaster came in to tell them the 
sad news that the King had died. I wonder, if you were alive then, whether you can recall 
what you were doing. 
 
Today then is the day that truly marks the Queen’s platinum jubilee. 70 years as sovereign is 
a long time. Perhaps such a milestone will never be achieved again. 
 
Most of the population of the UK have had no experience of another sovereign. In a sense 
for us a time without her as queen will be like stepping forward into the unknown. 
 
So today a few thoughts about the Queen and a few thoughts about leadership and service. 
 
It seems to me that the Queen is motivated by two things. Her unwavering Christian faith 
and her strong sense of duty. 
 
It must have been a challenging task at the fairly young age of 25 to come to terms with the 
death of your father and also to be proclaimed Queen – with all the responsibilities and 
expectations attached to that - on the same day.  To be thrown into the public eye at a time 
of loss and grief when most of us would want to be on our own, with our own thoughts and 
prayers and memories.  
 
And since then she has carried out her responsibilities carefully and prayerfully. It is clear 
from her Christmas messages and other things she says and does that her faith is real and 
strong. She is not simply paying lip service to it. It holds her and supports her; it empowers 



her and strengthens her and, in times of grief and sadness (as we saw at Prince Philip’s 
funeral) it comforts her and sustains her.  
 
The Queen’s role as Head of State may be largely titular and ceremonial, but she holds an 
important place within the hearts of many. When she speaks, the nation listens in a way 
that we don’t necessarily when politicians – always mindful of ratings and votes – speak. 
Take her words to the nation in the early days of the pandemic when she gave thanks to the 
frontline workers, spoke words of encouragement to those who were isolated and words of 
wisdom as she exhorted people to turn to prayer at these difficult times. 
 
But she speaks not just with words but also by her example – as shown when she refused 
that Prince Philip’s funeral be treated as a special case for exemption from Covid 
regulations. The image of her grieving alone in the chapel at Windsor will stay in our minds 
for a long time. It has been mentioned many times as recently we have heard of others 
bending the rules to their own advantage and enjoyment. 
 
 
The readings today are ones that have been designated by the Church of England for an 
occasion such as this anniversary we are commemorating today. The Old Testament reading 
contains the words spoken by God to Joshua as he took over the leadership of the nation 
from Moses. The nation was on the threshold of the promised land; this was a huge 
moment in their history; this was a time for bold and faithful leadership. The words God 
spoke encouraged Joshua to be strong and courageous, and not to be fearful or 
disheartened. Above all God encouraged him to hold fast to the laws and instructions given 
to Moses. In other words to hold firm to the faith that Moses had handed onto him. Words 
reassuring Joshua of God’s continued presence alongside him wherever he would go and 
wherever the nation would go.  
 
One can imagine the Queen taking those words to heart as she became queen. Facing up to 
the future with boldness and courage, knowing that God had promised to be alongside her; 
knowing that he would never let her down as she took on these responsibilities. Knowing 
that the only way she could really face the future was with God alongside her. 
 
But we can also imagine her reading the gospel we heard this morning where Jesus talks 
about what real leadership entails. Reading about the importance of being a leader who 
serves, who puts others first, who recognises their own limitations.  
 
As we come to celebrate the platinum jubilee – and we hope to plan a number of events for 
the jubilee weekend in and around the church – we would do well to reflect on the Queen’s 
example. As an example of leadership (perhaps some of our political leaders could take 
note), but also as an example to follow in ordinary life.  
 
Her example of faith. Not just a personal faith but a faith she is not afraid of expressing in 
public and sharing. A faith that is not just a private matter, but one that affects all that says, 
all she does and all she is, a faith for everyday. 
 



Her example of service. We might imagine that there are many privileges and benefits to 
being the queen, but I am sure these are outweighed by the demands upon her. The 
demands of living a life – along with her family – that always in some ways belongs to the 
people. The demands of being at the nation’s beck and call; the demands of never being 
able to get away from it all. The demands if you like of being a servant. 
 
 
 
These attributes of leadership – faithfulness and servanthood – carry into all areas of life 
and we would do well to take them to heart and follow them in our own lives. 
 
Faithfulness. That life is better when we have God with us. That living according to his 
guidelines leads to a more fulfilled life – the fulness or abundance of life that Jesus talks 
about; that trusting in him helps us in all that we are and all that we do. And that our faith is 
not to be kept private, but we should be prepared to tell others how important it is to us.  
 
We should note that Moses passed on his faith to Joshua, who in his turn passed on his faith 
to future generations. It’s no good us bewailing the faithlessness of our present generation 
if we are not prepared to speak about our own faith; if we are not those who want to hand 
on our faith to our children and grandchildren. 
 
And the other attribute we would do well to hold on to is servanthood. The recognition that 
we become who we are called to be when we put others before us; when we are prepared 
to concentrate on our responsibilities rather than our rights. When we look to others’ needs 
rather than putting ourselves first. This doesn’t make us into doormats. We still need to care 
for ourselves and look after ourselves. Just not place ourselves at the centre. 
 
Faith and service. Two things to aspire to. But less we be discouraged by who we are and 
what we do we should remember that God is in the business of forgiveness and new starts. 
We won’t always get it right; we will make mistakes; we will get it wrong and mess things 
up. Just as Moses did, just as Joshua did, just as the Queen no doubt sometimes does. We 
are all human. But the reassurance of God’s forgiveness and the offer of fresh starts should 
encourage us to keep going on this path, with God alongside us 
 
These two attributes, then,  of faith and service are really the same as the summary of the 
law that Jesus gives. Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all soul, with all your 
mind and with all your strength, and love your neighbour as yourself. Centre your life on 
God and live it in the service of others.  
 
Words that our Queen has taken to heart and words that we can too. 
 


