
Prayers & Readings 15th August 2021 

Collect 
O God, you declare your almighty power most chiefly in showing mercy and pity: 
mercifully grant to us such a measure of your grace, that we, running the way of 
your commandments, may receive your gracious promises, and be made partakers 
of your heavenly treasure; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and 
reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

 
(or) 
 
God of glory, the end of our searching, help us to lay aside all that prevents us from 
seeking your kingdom, and to give all that we have to gain the pearl beyond all 
price, through our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
 

Genesis 45:1-20 

Then Joseph could no longer control himself before all those who stood by him, and 

he cried out, ‘Send everyone away from me.’ So no one stayed with him when Joseph 

made himself known to his brothers. And he wept so loudly that the Egyptians heard 

it, and the household of Pharaoh heard it. Joseph said to his brothers, ‘I am Joseph. Is 

my father still alive?’ But his brothers could not answer him, so dismayed were they at 

his presence. 

Then Joseph said to his brothers, ‘Come closer to me.’ And they came closer. He said, 
‘I am your brother Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt. And now do not be distressed, 
or angry with yourselves, because you sold me here; for God sent me before you to 
preserve life. For the famine has been in the land these two years; and there are five 
more years in which there will be neither ploughing nor harvest. God sent me before 
you to preserve for you a remnant on earth, and to keep alive for you many 
survivors. So it was not you who sent me here, but God; he has made me a father to 
Pharaoh, and lord of all his house and ruler over all the land of Egypt. Hurry and go up 
to my father and say to him, “Thus says your son Joseph, God has made me lord of all 
Egypt; come down to me, do not delay. You shall settle in the land of Goshen, and you 
shall be near me, you and your children and your children’s children, as well as your 
flocks, your herds, and all that you have. I will provide for you there—since there are 
five more years of famine to come—so that you and your household, and all that you 
have, will not come to poverty.” And now your eyes and the eyes of my brother 
Benjamin see that it is my own mouth that speaks to you. You must tell my father how 
greatly I am honoured in Egypt, and all that you have seen. Hurry and bring my father 
down here.’ Then he fell upon his brother Benjamin’s neck and wept, while Benjamin 
wept upon his neck. And he kissed all his brothers and wept upon them; and after that 
his brothers talked with him. 



When the report was heard in Pharaoh’s house, ‘Joseph’s brothers have come’, 
Pharaoh and his servants were pleased. Pharaoh said to Joseph, ‘Say to your brothers, 
“Do this: load your animals and go back to the land of Canaan. Take your father and 
your households and come to me, so that I may give you the best of the land of Egypt, 
and you may enjoy the fat of the land.” You are further charged to say, “Do this: take 
wagons from the land of Egypt for your little ones and for your wives, and bring your 
father, and come. Give no thought to your possessions, for the best of all the land of 
Egypt is yours.”  

Romans 8:28-39 

We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who are 

called according to his purpose. For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to 

be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn within a 

large family. And those whom he predestined he also called; and those whom he 

called he also justified; and those whom he justified he also glorified. 

What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against us? He 
who did not withhold his own Son, but gave him up for all of us, will he not with him 
also give us everything else? Who will bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God 
who justifies. Who is to condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised, 
who is at the right hand of God, who indeed intercedes for us. Who will separate us 
from the love of Christ? Will hardship, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or 
nakedness, or peril, or sword? As it is written, 
‘For your sake we are being killed all day long; 
   we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.’ 
No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. For I 
am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, 
nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all 
creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Matthew 18:21-22 

Then Peter came and said to him, ‘Lord, if another member of the church sins against 

me, how often should I forgive? As many as seven times?’ Jesus said to him, ‘Not 

seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven times. 

 

Post Communion 
Lord of all mercy, we your faithful people have celebrated that one true sacrifice 
which takes away our sins and brings pardon and peace: by our communion keep us 
firm on the foundation of the gospel and preserve us from all sin; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 

 

 


