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Denise Smith
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Parish Administration Manager - Emily Ellis
Parish Office, Church House, Church Road, Shirley, B90 2AX

Opening hours: Monday to Friday, 9.30am to 12.30pm SHIRLEY PARISH
Telephone: 0121 745 8896

Email: office@shirleyparishb90.co.uk

Parish Website: https://www.shirleyparishb90.co.uk 000
Social Media: facebook.com/@AdventureinFaithB90 ' '
YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/@shirleyparish5736

Zoom: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/4904334906 Egﬂmwﬁ“ﬂﬂﬂuﬁ:

FOR ANY ENQUIRIES ABOUT THIS MAGAZINE PLEASE CONTACT

THE PARISH OFFICE OR THE EDITOR -
Gill Hanton - Telephone : 07973 942145
Email : shirleyparishmagazine@gmail.com

Deadline for information and articles for next month’s magazine: 12th of the month

Whilst every care is taken to ensure that the contents of the magazine are correct, the Parish cannot be
responsible for any errors that may occur in the editorial or advertisements, nor for the actions of the advertisers.

Registered Charity number 1131912
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OUR SERVICES IN DECEMBER

Date Time Service Venue
Wednesday 3rd 2pm MU Advent Service St James Church
Thursday 4th 10.30am Holy Communion St James Church
6.30pm Memorial Service St James Church
Sunday 7th 10.30am Parish Communion St James Church
3.30pm Reflective Worship St James Church
Thursday 11th 10.30am Holy Communion St James Church
Sunday 14th 8am Holy Communion St James Church
9am Holy Communion St John’s Church
10.30am Morning Worship St James Church
6.30pm Carol Service St James Church
Thursday 18th 10.30am Holy Communion St James Church
Saturday 20th 10am Messy Church St James Church
Sunday 21st 10.30 Parish Communion St James Church
Wednesday 24th 4pm Crib Service St James Church
11pm Parish Communion St James Church
Thursday 25th 10.30am Parish Communion St James Church
Sunday 28th 9am Patronal Service St John’s Church
10.30am Holy Communion St James Church

Sunday Services at St James Church are live-streamed on YouTube -
https://www.youtube.com/@shirleyparish5736

Copies of the sermons preached at our services can be found on our website -
https://www.shirleyparishb90.co.uk/download-a-sermon

KID’S CHURCH
/iiw;, WORSHIP AND ACTiViTiES FOR CHILDREN -
'//"¢ || DURING THE 10.30AM SUNDAY SERViCE AT
ST JAMES CHURCH - ALL WELCOME!

CHURCH HOUSE (opposite St James Church), Church Road, Shirley B90 2AX
ST JAMES THE GREAT CHURCH, Church Road, Shirley B90 2AX
ST JOHN THE DIVINE CHURCH, Tilehouse Lane, Tidbury Green, Shirley B90 1PW
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OUR PRAYER FOR THE TIME OF VACANCY

Heavenly Father,
thank you that we are held together as a community in your love.
Let us be ready to share the good news of Jesus with those around us.
Strengthen us as we patiently wait as a parish,
remembering that your Son is the Good Shepherd
who will guide us along our future path.
May we gently encourage one another,
be quick to listen
and humbly reach out to support those in need.
With everlasting hope,
we trust in you alone to provide in this new season.
In Jesus' name we pray. Amen.

Find out more at

https://www.shirleyparishb90.co.uk/future-ministry-in-shirley-parish

PEARLS BEFORE POPPIES

The synopsis of the October Mothers’ Union meeting told us about Mary Bodfish’s
excellent talk ‘Lest We Forget’: obviously the word ‘poppies’ cropped up and since then
they have been seen in numerous ways for Remembrance in November, not least our
own wonderful display cascading down the wall outside St James Church. Also in the
talk, however, there was mention of a mobile ambulance unit run by the British Red
Cross and that prompted me to tell you about another, possibly less well-known, story
for Remembrance.

Following the outbreak of war in 1914, the Red Cross had formed the Joint War
Committee with the Order of St John of Jerusalem. They worked together and pooled
their fundraising and resources for the duration of the war but at the beginning of 1918
and no end to the war insight funds were low. Hospitals at home and abroad needed
staff and equipment; the women and men who were not serving in that sphere either
abroad or at home were stoically raising funds by holding bazaars, flag days, concerts
or simply donating what they could afford. However, the need for more funds was
becoming critical.
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As a result of this Lady Northcliffe (Mary, known as Mollie) wife of Lord Northcliffe (Alfred
Harmsworth) conceived the idea to raise funds using her husband’s newspapers The
Times and the Daily Mail. She ran a campaign to collect enough pearls to create a
necklace, to be raffled to raise money for the British Red Cross.

First published in hardback in 2018, Pearls Before Poppies: The Story of The Red Cross
Pearls by Rachel Trethewey, is fully indexed and contains some beautiful photographs.

What began as a high-society campaign captured the wider public’s imagination. Her
husband’s success relied on his newspapers reaching all sections of society, not just a
limited elite. Women everywhere donated pearls in tribute to those they had lost, while
groups of women raised enough to contribute one pearl on behalf of their communities.
Over 4,000 pearls came in from around the world, enough to create forty-one separate
strings. No spoilers here, you need to read the chapter The Pearl Necklace Auction to
know the final amount of money raised.

There are 16 chapters in all, 236 pages, drawing on material from various archives other
than the Red Cross, many particularly from family archives, heirlooms and descendants
of the families involved. This story is extensively researched, wonderfully told,
informative, amusing, poignant and deeply touching. It embraces all aspects of society,
communities, faith, loss and hope as it was in that memorable period of the First World
War. Perhaps the ethos is best summed up by the quote on the end cover, with
acknowledgements to Rachel Trethewey.

“Itis not a perfect pearl, but it is the only one | have. | send it in memory of a pearl beyond
all price already given, my only son, and | feel that perhaps one pearl in that great historic
necklace from me may hang side by side with those of greater beauty, even as mothers
of only sons stand side by side with those who, richer, could give more”.

Edith Fielden, 21 April 1918.

Pauline Pedersen

MOEILE HAIRDRESSER

Fully qualified LADIES AND GENTLEMEN S Hairdresser
Available for appointments in the comfort of your own home

Please telephone Claire on 07931 751 451
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‘THANK YOU’ SHIRLEY PARISH FAMILY

| would just like to say a very big thank you for all the cards, flowers and prayers | have
received from you all upon the very tragic event of my eldest son Darren being killed in
an accident just before he arrived for his work on October the 9th 2025.

Darren lived in Kent and leaves a wife and four children, two granddaughters and a
grandson who is due in January 2026.

Thank you for bearing with me when | lost my train of thought or the sudden tears
emerged.

Also, thank you for the birthday cards and presents as my birthday falls on November

5th, bonfire night, which is quite ironic considering my son Darren loved fireworks so
we sent him off with a display on November 13th

Thank you all so much as its your hugs and prayers that have kept me going at this

moment of time .
Love, Denise Smith (Dee) (Reader)

| would like to thank all my friends from Shirley Parish Church for their kindness,
flowers, cards, telephone calls and extra care shown to me during Norman’s illness and
then subsequent death in September . You are truly amazing people and | am proud to
be a member of St James Parish Church Shirley.

An extra special thank you to Richard Haynes who advised me, supported my decisions
and conducted a very memorable funeral service .

God bless you all, Ann Blackford.

. BODYMASSAGE T ook please call:
JFAUTY = By

bt 3 o/ ALISON FORESHEW At: 61 Baxters Road,
BABTAC/CIBTAC Qualified Shirley, B90 2RS
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SHIRLEY PARISH BOOK CLUB

The Hunting Party by Lucy Foley

Most of the Book Club members thought this was novel was too convoluted. The
switching between the current time and two days previously was disjointed and the
characters were not very likeable so none of us felt they were relatable. The plot was
intricate, frustratingly so at times. It was not predictable, but there was a surprising twist
at the end. Although, a couple of our members thought it was entertaining and worth
persevering with.

Our next book is a choice from the following: - Restoration by Rose Tremain, The Land
of Missing Trees by Elif Shafak, or The Fortnight in by R.C. Sheriff. All these books will
be read by our Book Club, so why don’t you come along to our next meeting and see
who read which book and what they thought of it?

Our next meeting will be Monday 1st December, 2pm in Church
2 1_1 LJF F W House, where we are indulging in Christmas treats and a
‘jolabokaflod’ where we each bring a book wrapped up with

JOLABOKAFLOD the theme written on a label to gift to each other.

Jolabokaflod is an Icelandic tradition where people
exchange books on Christmas Eve and spend the evening
reading them, indulging in hot chocolate, we are bringing
it forward a few weeks! Do come and join us!

Belinda Piasecki

THE FRIENDS OF ST JAMES 100 CLUB

Congratulations to the November winners
£50 ~ Sue Pitham £25~ lan Longbottom

Membery are reminded that subscriptions for the next six
monthy (December to-May) awe now due - £13 for six montivs -
£26 for twelve months.

Please make cheques payable to-“Friends of St Jaumes 100 Club”.
Subscriptions may be handed into- the Pawish Office or posted
to-- LyndaMcPherson; 90 Dickens Heath Road; Shirley, B90 1RL.




About Us

We are a small, family-run domiciliary care provider. We
deliver exceptional, personalised care tailored to each client’s
needs.

Our Services

« Supporting those with dementia

« Supporting those who want some company

« Help around the house with cooking and cleaning

« Support with daily activities such as dressing, washing, and
personal care

- Respite care to relieve family members or other full-time carers

« Live-in care services

« Palliative care for support during those tough times

« Medication support

» & so much more

0121 744 5328 4 sean@solihullhomecare.co.uk vww.solihullhomecare.co.uk
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LITTLE NICK OPENS THE BOOK

‘What do you mean? You are opening the book. How else do you read one without
opening it?’ You see what | have to put up with at home! They say things that don’t
make sense and expect me, a small whiteish kitten, to understand what they mean.

So, Sarah and Bernard sat me down on the sofa and showed me what =

they meant. There is actually a book. It is called the storytelling Bible, b
and it is full of some of the best stories. They have been rewritten to
help children to understand them and so that they can be acted out.
‘Then what?’, | asked, ‘Good book, but what are you doing with it?’" |
‘Ahh’, they said, ‘we go to school’. Now forgive me but | really feel they E
are both too old for school, and neither of them has ever been a |
teacher.

-
v

End result? | got taken to school to see what happened.

There were four of them in the Open the Book team that afternoon. Two classes of
children came into the hall and sat down while our team told them about the plagues
in Egypt when Pharoah would not let the Israelites go home. Gill read the story, while
Linda and Sarah were being Moses and his brother Aaron. Sarah had a stick that she
kept waving about. Bernard, who was the Pharoah, sat on a chair looking regal.

The children joined in. As each plague came, one of them would walk across the front
with a card showing which plague it was, and all the children joined in with swatting the
gnats away or making the noise of thunder. At the end the children who carried the
cards each had a sticker saying that they had helped Open the Book.

| understood a bit more about Open the Book but one thing still confused me. When we
arrived we parked in an empty car park but as far away from the way into the school as
was possible. It was raining so | could not fathom why we had not parked nearer the
gate. As we left it was the end of school time. The car park was now very full and people

were driving round looking for spaces. But we were

E E B able to drive straight out. Perhaps | should have more

faith that they do know what they are doing!

Nicodemus Penfold (Parish Raconteur — retired)
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Christian care for families

Linda Pit welcomed Jan Dalton to our November meeting for
a craft session.

All present were given a goodie bag made up by Jan containing
all that was needed for us to make a Father Christmas, a
Greetings disc and a Christmas gift tag.

Jan talked us through each section of making them up. It was
a happy afternoon, enjoyed by all. Thank you, Jan for making
this possible and Rosemary for your help

Our Advent Service on Wednesday 3rd December will be held in St James Church at
2pm. Myra Taylor will be enrolled as a member during the service. We look forward to
welcoming the Home Communion Community members who will be joining us.

The programme for 2026 is being finalised and will be circulated to members during
December.

Wave of Prayer - more details to follow in the pew slip with the exact date and time.

There will be no meeting in January, commencing again on Wednesday 4th February at
2pm in Church House with the AGM.

Our 2026 theme is ‘Join Us, Join In’, as we prepare to celebrate the 150th anniversary
of the Mothers’ Union.

Visitors are most welcome to any of our meetings.

The Committee sends their love and best wishes for Christmas and the New Year.

Susan Knight

MOBILE HAIRDRESSER - DAWN

Ladies & Gentlemens ~
/ fully qualified & insured ~ over 30 years
O“ experience ~ reduced prices for OAPs

Telephone: 0121 744 0421 or 07761 473524
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CHRISTMAS WISHES FROM THE ECOCHURCH GROUP

Hark! the Herald Angels sing
‘Try hard not to waste a thing.

All good gifts come from above,
Treat God’s earth with care and love.
Make do, mend as in the past,
Buy good stuff and make it last.
Share, re-purpose, it’s a scandal,
So many good things sent to landfill’
Hark! The Herald Angels sing

‘Try hard not to waste a thing’

Tudor Grange Primary Academy St James

T Nurture, Learn, Achieve
Principal - Mrs G Duxbury
/W For details about the school contact the PA to the Principal - Mrs M McDaid

Tudor Grange Primary Academy St James, Halifax Road, Shirley, Solihull B90 2BT
Phone: 0121 744 7897 office@stjames.tgacademy.org.uk www.stjames.tgacademy.org.uk
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A SPECIAL SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION AND
MOTHERS’ UNION ADVENT SERVICE

Following on from the midweek afternoon services in St James Church for people from
our Home Communion Community, we will again be meeting on

Wednesday 3rd December at 2pm in St James Church.

This will be combined with the annual Mothers’ Union Advent service, so expect to sing
some traditional carols. And as always, there will be refreshments afterwards.

Once again, we would like to extend the invitation to anyone
from the congregation who would like to come. It may be that
you wish to catch up with someone who you used to see
regularly in church; indeed, several from our Home
Communion Community did say that, along with being back in
the church building they loved and missed, how nice it would
be to see people who they once worshipped alongside.

So, if you would like to come along, please do so.

If you need help with transport or feel that you might be able to contribute to the setting

up of the service in some way, please contact myself or Linda Pitt and we can discuss.
Many thanks.

Rev’d Richard Haynes

Monumental Masons

BANNOCKS OF SOLIHULL

Five generations of quality manufacturing
and service from a family business.

All aspects of Monumental Masonry

PERSONAL ATTENTION ~ ADVISORY SERVICE
LARGE DISPLAY

117 Streetsbrook Road, Solihull B90 3PF
(Opposite Robin Hood Cemetery)

Tel: 0121 744 1727
www.bannocksmemorials.co.uk
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ANNUAL MEMORIAL SERVICE FOR THE DEPARTED

Our Annual Memorial Service will be held at
6.30pm on Thursday 4th December at St James Church.

The service lasts about an hour and offers a gentle, peaceful opportunity to remember
and give thanks for those we have loved and lost.

This year, the service takes place during the season of
Advent: a time of waiting, reflection, and hope. As we
prepare to welcome the light of Christ into the world,
we also hold space for the loss and grief, and the
promise that love endures. Through familiar carols,
words of comfort, and a simple act of remembrance,
we honour those who have died and look toward
Christ, the light that shines in the darkness and which
the darkness cannot overcome.

If you would like the name of a loved one read aloud during the service, please let us
know, whether or not you’re able to attend. You can contact the Parish Office by email
at office@shirleyparishb90.co.uk or by phone on 0121 745 8896. If you do plan to come,
a confirmation helps us prepare to welcome everyone.

The service is organised by our parish in conjunction with the Co-operative Funeral
Service and is open to all. Refreshments will be served afterwards.

With every blessing, Rev’d Richard Haynes

PODIATRIST / CHIROPODIST

Surgery and Home Visits
JONATHAN LEESE b.pod.Mm., M.ch.s

HCPC REGISTERED
Tel: 0121 733 1292 193 Creynolds Lane, Shirley B90 4ES
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CHURCH OF ENGLAND CELEBRATES
‘THE JOY OF CHRISTMAS’ IN 2025

This year 2025 the C of E’s official Advent and Christmas theme is ‘Joy’ or ‘The Joy of
Christmas’.

The aim is helping people remember that the true joy of Christmas is the good news of
Jesus’ birth. The initiative also aims to encourage churches to welcome visitors and to
share their faith during this Christmas period.

The resources available for individuals are -

Reflections via email: Sign up to Christmas reflection emails and receive daily messages
straight to your inbox. The daily emails will offer Bible readings, short reflections and a
practical challenge, as well as prayers linked to weekly themes.

Downloadable reflections for 11-15 year olds: Following the same themes and Bible
verses as the Advent reflections for adults, these bitesize daily reflections for young
people written by Lucy Rycroft can be downloaded in full colour or black and white.

Daily reflections via Everyday Faith app: You can read and listen to daily Advent and
Christmas reflections from 1st December through the Everyday Faith app, the daily
devotional app from the Church of England (which your Editor recommends!).

Women of the Nativity: A collection of nine imagined stories told from the perspective
of women, written by Paula Gooder, recreating the events of the Nativity.

Online services: Can't make it to church this Advent and Christmas? Watch the weekly
online worship services from across the Church of England and worship with us this
festive season.

Plus a booklet will be available in St James Church.

Find out more at https://www.churchofengland.org/faith-
life/what-we-believe/advent-and-christmas/sign-joy-christmas

JOY

“TWELVE

JOYS

. OF !

CHRISTMAS
Mediratior .
and the New Year

m for Chrisemas

NICKPAPAD OBy o
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SEASONAL COMMUNITY FOR ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS

A warm, open invitation to everyone in Shirley and the surrounding area, whether you
come to church regularly, haven’t been for years, or at all. These services are designed
for the whole community: moments of welcome, remembering, and celebration as we
enter the season of Advent and prepare for Christmas.

They will all be at St James the Great Church, Church Road, Shirley B90 2AX.

Carol Service

When: Sunday 14th December, 6.30pm

An evening of favourite carols and readings for all ages — a chance for the whole
community to sing together and share in the joy of the season. Suitable for families and
those new to church life. Refreshments afterwards.

‘Angels at the Crib’ Crib Service

When: Wednesday 24th December, 4pm (Christmas Eve)

A friendly, story-led service for children and families, with simple carols and the chance
for little ones to take part. Come in costume if you like; everyone is welcome. A short,
joyful way to meet the Christ-child together.

Midnight Holy Communion

When: Wednesday 24th December, 11pm (Christmas Eve)

A reflective Communion service to mark the arrival of Christmas. Quiet, reverent, and
welcoming to all who wish to celebrate the night.

Christmas Morning Holy Communion
When: Thursday 25th December, 10.30am (Christmas Day)
A joyful service of Holy Communion to celebrate the birth of Christ.

If you need further information, please keep an eye on our website
https://www.shirleyparishb90.co.uk or contact the Parish Office by email at
office@shirleyparishb90.co.uk or by phone on 0121 745 8896.

Everyone is welcome, please pass this invitation on to neighbours and friends.

With every blessing, Rev’d Richard Haynes

I KRG L TG 0K
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Every Tuesday in Church House - 10am until 11.30am

WELCOME CAFE

%) We look forwawrd to- seeing yow

O PLACES OF
WELCOME

SHIRLEY PRRISH
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KNOWIKG CHRIST
MMAKIME HIM KNDWN

on Monday 8th l)ecemher

| &b from 10.30 am m 12 noon

- ST JOHN’S CHURCH, TILEHOUSE LANE,
TDURY GREEN, HlEY BQ IPW

Glazing and Locks
*Misted/broken double glazing replaced * Police and Age Concern registered
*All double glazing repairs ¢ Full locksmith service
*QOver 25 years experience * Key cutting
*City & guilds qualified * Windows, door realigned
Contact Jason on 07789761412




-y St James Church
Church Road, Shirley, Solihull B90 2AX

"’ https://www.shirleyparishb90.co.uk
KNDVING CHRST 2 A cY. é == ’é é )
MAKING HIM KNOWH = 2 Ja T S

Christmas
Tree Festival

The church will be open during the following times - entry is free - do come and visit -

Thursday 11th December ~ 12 noon until 4pm
Friday 12th December ~ 11am until 4pm
Saturday 13th December ~ 9am until 5pm
Sunday 14th December ~ from 12 noon closing with a
Carol Service at 6.30pm

You'reinvited fo celebrate
the JOY of Christmas withus

Donations received will go to
https://www.opendoorsuk.org

OpenDoors |

Se ving persecuted Christians worldwide
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CHRISTMAS UNWRAPPED!

All of us have received unwanted gifts at Christmas. For Joseph the gift of a child, as
recorded in Matthew Chapter 1, was not something he really wanted. Although he was
engaged to Mary, her pregnancy would be grounds for divorce. Not surprisingly, with
the associated social disgrace, Joseph wanted to divorce Mary quietly (Matthew 1:19).
However, God intervened in a dream: ‘The virgin will be with child and will give birth to
a son, and they will call Him Immanuel, which means, God with us.” (1:23). In a scary and
uncertain world, what does the message of Immanuel say to us today?

God is present with us

God assured Joseph that He was working in all that Joseph was going through. The
eternal and creator God entered time and space as a baby. This baby is both uniquely
divine but also fully human. This means that we can know God personally, not just know
about Him. The Holy Spirit is committed to making Jesus’ life and character real in us,
and bringing meaning to our circumstances, just as He worked in Mary’s life.

God is on our side

Christmas touches some raw nerves in our lives, including stress, family rows, loneliness
and financial pressures. However, God does not remain aloof from our experiences. In
Jesus He enters our world of hopes and fears, joys and disappointments. He understands
what we are going through, as He is alongside us. By the cross and resurrection, He gave
His life that we might know His love, joy, peace and forgiveness.

For Joseph, as well as us, the Christmas message is one of hope in an uncertain world.
Itis a time to re-consider the claims of Immanuel (‘God with us’) as we entrust ourselves
to Him for the coming year.

WE ARE LOOKING FORWARD TO OUR CHRISTMAS TREE FESTIVAL -
HERE ARE TEN FUN FACTS ABOUT CHRISTMAS TREES

Even before the time of Christ, evergreen trees were seen in winter as a symbol of
fertility.

It was the 16th century monk, Martin Luther, who is credited with the idea of having
lights on Christmas trees. He added candles to his tree, to look like stars in a forest.

Windsor Castle got its first Christmas tree in 1800, brought by Charlotte, wife of George
I

It was in 1835 that the term ‘Christmas tree’ was first used in English.

It was in the 1840s, when Prince Albert, consort of Queen Victoria, began bringing trees
inside, that led to their popularity throughout the UK.
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DIOCESE SAFEGUARDING SURVEY

Bishop Michael has put out an appeal to capture a ‘snapshot of safeguarding culture’
across our diocese. He is keen for this request to be distributed as widely as possible —
to congregation members, volunteers, PCC members, employees, young people, and
anyone who visits or takes part in church activities. The findings will help inform future
priorities and strengthen our ongoing work to improve safeguarding practice and
governance. It provides an opportunity for you to comment on the Diocese’s
safeguarding culture, both good and bad, and importantly how you think this could be
improved.

Please could you take a few moments to complete the survey about how welcome and
safe you feel at your church by typing the following web address into your browser:

https://www.cognitoforms.com/Cofebirmingham/ParishSafeguardingSurvey2025
Paper copies are also available in our churches.

The final day for submitting your views is Sunday 14th December.

Thank you for your time, Judith Chivers and Sue Harries

i i
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It was Woolworths who first sold manufactured Christmas tree ornaments — back in 1880.

The tree in London’s Trafalgar Square has been a gift from the city of Oslo, Norway since
1947.

The world's tallest Christmas tree, at 221 feet high, was erected in a Washington shopping
mall in 1950.

In a survey of the nation’s favourite smells, real Christmas trees came eighth, just behind
the sea, but ahead of perfume.

About five million real Christmas trees are sold in the UK each year.



Decorating Plus ... (Odd Jobs)
B90 and nearby

Call Stewart on 07802 566 441

Email - DecoratingPlus@hotmail.co.uk

STEPHEN & PHILIP

PAINTER

FUNERAL DIRECTORS
INDEPENDENT & FAMILY-OWNED
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The only funeral homes still owned by
The Painter Family. Providing a dignified & personal
service across Birmingham & Solihull

HALL GREEN OFFICE ACOCKS GREEN OFFICE

192 ROBIN HOOD LANE 213 YARDLEY ROAD
HALL GREEN ACOCKS GREEN
BIRMINGHAM B28 OLG BIRMINGHAM B27 6LZ

TEL: 0121 777 4300 TEL: 0121 707 1172

WWW.STEPHENANDPHILIPPAINTER.COM
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How to choose the right care home?

At Carehome Connect
We care about your care...

Choosing a care home can be daunting
- Howdo | know where to look and what to look for?
- What guestions should | be asking a care home?
What funding can | apply for?

We can support you throughout the process from beginning to end.

Care advice

Identifying what care is needed
Advising how to meet care needs
Discussing options - residential care, nursing care, home care

Care choices

Researching care options that match your needs

Information and guidance

FREE advice

Call 01543 732099

Care search
Finding care homes
Short term care options
Signposting related services

Funding advice
Information about funding
Advice on how to apply

FREE support

Email help@carehomeconnect.co.uk

0121 769 1599 Web www.carehomeconnect.co.uk

Thomas Bragg & Sons
Funeral Directors

We create every

funeral individually,

Jjust for you.

+ 24-hour service

« Bereavement advice
«Transparent pricing

» Home visits

+ Private chapels of rest
« Floral tributes

« Memorial masonry

« Prepaid funeral plans

4
.' Funeral Partners

L)
y
Thomas Bragg & Sons Funeral Directors are

here to support and guide you. We offer a
friendly, professional service to families.

Call us for immediate support, advice
or a home visit. We are here to help 24
hours a day.

www.thomasbragg.co.uk

Shirley
0121 744 1428

562 Stratford Road, B90 4AY

Knowle
01564 773 610

1682 High Street, B93 OLY
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@« FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Independent Family Owned Funeral Directors since 1856
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Shirley Funeral Home Solihull Funeral Home Yardley Funeral Home e
100, Stratford Road ~ 67-71 Warwick Road, 112 Church Road, [cwinon]
Shirley. B90 3BH Solihull. B92 7HP Yardley. B26 8UX

0121 726 2626 0121 706 4040 0121 784 3230

Whether you have a traditional,
% contemporary or eco funeral in mind our

™ family are here to help you. Our
dedicated team will guide you through
the choices and decisions to ensure a
unique and befitting funeral.

Specialist provider of Pre-Paid Funeral Plans Free, no obilgation help and advice.

Peace of mind with secure affordable options www.cbastock.co.uk

The Roof Repair Co.

https://www.roofingandgutteringservices.co.uk

From A Minor Repair To A New Roof

Guttering
Repaired &
v NEW ROOFS Cleaned Out
v/ NEW FLAT ROOF SYSTEMS from £25
v/ RIDGE TILES REPOINTED & REBEDDED
v/ GUTTERING - UPVC CLADDING Registered with
v/ NO MONEY UP FRONT Repai
Birmingham epairs
v/ TOP QUALITY MATERIALS Jaage UK from as
v/ SENIOR CITIZENS DISCOUNTS little as

£35
FREE QUOTATION Without Obligation

FOR IMMEDIATE EMERGENCY RESPONSE

0121 604 2104 / 07956 228 842
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DECEMBER WORDSEARCH

Did the Old Testament expect Jesus to come? Yes indeed! Here are just some examples
of OT prophesies:

He would be born of a virgin. ‘The virgin will conceive and give birth to a Son and will
call Him Immanuel.’ (Isaiah 7:14)

He would be born in Bethlehem. ‘But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, out of you will come
for me one who will be ruler over Israel...” (Micah 5:2)

His lineage would be of the line of David. ‘I will raise up for David a righteous Branch,
a King who will reign wisely and do what is just and right in the land.” (Jeremiah 23:5-6).
He would bring healing. ‘Then will the eyes of the blind be opened and the ears of the
deaf unstopped. Then will the lame leap like a deer, and the mute tongue shout for joy.’
(Isaiah 35:5-6)

He would be crucified. They pierce my hands and my feet. All my bones are on display;
people stare and gloat over me. They divide my clothes among them and cast lots for
my garment. (Psalm 22)

He would rise from the dead. ‘You will not abandon me to the realm of the dead, nor
will you let your faithful one see decay...” (Psalm 16: 8-11)

Answers are on page 24
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N
_” o i If Knowle is difficult to get to,
SV we will happily visit you at
P l‘i‘e‘“ home or you can meet Bruce
at any of the Bastock family
Bastock&Bruce Ltd funeral homes.

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

A partnership between C. Bastock Ltd and Bruce Bragg

Bruce is now the only remaining member of the Bragg family still in the industry
following the sale of the Bragg family business in Shirley. This partnership brings a
family business to Knowle with generations of experience ensuring the truly
personal service you would expect from an independent business.

Knowle Funeral Home
Brisker Court, 1685, High Street, Knowle. B93 OLN §

01564 33 5577 (24 hour)

Serving all surrounding areas www.bastockandbruce.co.uk
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@ GLM Property Maintenance

Traditional Window Cleaning No job is too big or too small!
Dry Stone Walling

Fascias & Gutters (Repairs & Renewal) Call for a free quote today!
Driveways & Patios (Installation &

Cleaning)

Roof & Solar Panel Cleaning 07399 024702
Power Chimney Sweeping

Cowl/Pot Fitting and Repointing GLMServices18@gmail.com

Roofing & Flat Roofing

Fencing & Landscape Gardening
Rendering

Hedge & Tree Cutting

Rubbish Removals

Painting Interior/Exterior
Garden / House Clearances

And much much more Like us on Facebook ﬁ @GLMServices18

Fully Insured
Registered Waste Carrier

We're on Yell.com A

OFFERING A FRIENDLY,
@@ZY T@ES RELIABLE, PROFESSIONAL
SERVICE AT AFFORDABLE PRICE

Bev Hughes DipCFhp Over 65 £20.00 per session
Mobile Foot Health Practitioner Under 65 £25.00 per session

07/7/64) 653646 @F  TREATMENT INCLUDES:-

v FREE CONSULTATION
@ﬂgﬂ 45ﬂ 35@ v/ TOENAILS CUT &
v/ THICKNESS REDUCED
T CALLOUSES REMOVED
‘ v/ CORNS & VERRUCAS
TREATED
v/ DIABETIC FOOTCARE
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THIS MONTH’S CROSSWORD & SUDOKU

Across

1 Provisional meeting place of God and the Jews (Exodus 25:9) (10)

7 David’s third son, killed when his head got caught in a tree during a battle with his
father (2 Samuel 18:14,15) (7)

8 They ruled much of the west coast of South America in the 15th and early 16th
centuries (5)

10 Small deer of European and Asian extraction (4)

11 Seized control of (Numbers 21:25) (8)

13 Terror (Luke 24:5) (6)

15 First World War heroine shot by the Germans in Brussels, Nurse Edith .... (6)

17 Stormy (8)

18 A bitter variety of this, together with lamb and unleavened bread, was the
Passover menu for anyone unclean (Numbers 9:11) (4)

21 Arson (anag.) (5)

22 How John Newton described God’s grace in his well-known hymn (7)

23 Habitation (Isaiah 27:10) (10)

Down

1 ... and see that the Lord is good (Psalm 34:8) (5)

2 The wicked man flees though no one pursues, but the righteous are as ... as a lion
(Proverbs 28:1) (4)

3 One of the exiles, a descendant of Parosh, who married a foreign woman
(Ezra 10:25) (6)

4 He escaped from Nob when Saul killed the rest of his family and joined David
(1 Samuel 22:19,20) (8)

5 City and lake in Central Switzerland (7)

6 Offer your bodies as living ...., holy and pleasing to God (Romans 12:1) (10)

9 Pouches carried by horses (Genesis 49:14) (10)

12 One who accepts government by God (8)

14 Aromatic substance commonly used in Jewish ritual (Exodus 30:1) (7)

16 He asked Jesus, ‘What is truth?’ (John 18:38) (6)

19 Are (Romans 13:1) (5)

20 You are to give him the name Jesus, because he will ... his people from their sins
(Matthew 1:21) (4)
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Answers are on page 29
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At Christmas we celebrate the birth of Jesus,
God’s Son and our Saviour
coming into the world as a baby, 2:]>
and we look forward to the time
e when Jesus will come again,
S D W not as a baby but as the
=22 = King of kings and Lord of lords!

Mouse Makes

read
John 143 I3
A baby needs clothes
to keep warm like
a snuggly sleep suit ﬁz Atbabbyt')"eedl-‘fk-‘iﬂnziWhere
or a vest and nappy. 0 be born like at home
i E\:L or in a hospital.

What were you dressed in?
Jesus was wrapped in

Where were you born?

Jesus was born
in a stable in

A baby needs

A baby needs . a name.
somewhere N
o -t What name were
to sleep like AN you called?
acrib or a cot.

“Jesus was given

What did you \
a special name

sleepin?
Jesus sleptin a thathad a
P ) special meaning.
read

read Luke 2:7 / 4

{;( ‘L_:} Matthew 1:21-23
HAPPY CHRISTMAS!

NADOLIG LLAWEN {:K NOLLAIG CHRIDHEIL 23> NOLLAG SHONA
JOYEUX NOEL ¢ FELIZ NAVIDAD » BUON NATALE * GOD JUL * FROHE WEIHNACHTEN

Dec25@ deborah noble « parishpump.co.uk



PUZZLE ANSWERS
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BILL BOYCE DECORATORS

We have been a family run business since 1982 and we
pride ourselves on the quality of our work.
We carry out private work but also carry out work in
offices, schools, restaurants and shop premises.

Visit https://billboycedecorators.co.uk to find out more
Telephone ~ 0121 744 0040

A
7
or 07976 810680 (Bill) \
or 07966 275134 (Dan) |
89 Union Road
Shirley, Solihull

B9O 3BY Email ~ sandraboyce61@hotmail.com
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PARISH REGISTERS - OCTOBER

Baptisms

12th Miles Travers

19th Alina Obi Cimamanda
26th Olivia Lawrence
Funerals

2nd Jordy Pinkerton

23rd Norman Blackford

GARDEN & LANDSCAPE CENTRE DELIVERY

e°g1(: FEARLSWOOD &2
SOLIHULL’S BIGGEST ONE-STOP

GARDEN & LANDSCAPING SHOP

FENCING ¢ GATES ¢ SHEDS ¢ PATIO PAVING
DECORATIVE AGGREGATES ¢ PLANTS » SHRUBS
TREES e TOOLS and much more!

PLUS! Over 14 businesses ranging from a pond shop to a dog groomer!

ALSO HOME TO

(S NS

RESTAURANT | EAT IN or TAKEAWAY \\. R ot

- EARLSWOOD GARDEN & LANDSCAPE CENTRE
C FORSHAW HEATH ROAD, EARLSWOOD, SOLIHULL, B?4 5JU

t. 01564 702 314 www.earlswoodglc.co.uk
Follow us: @EarlswoodGLC § &

Manufacturers of

el i

Sheds &
Garden Buildings

OPEN 7 DAYS
Mon to Fri 7:30am - S5pm
Saturday 8am - S5pm
Sunday 10am - 4pm




SHIRLEY PARISH GUIDE continued

Parish Wardens
Linda Pitt Tel: 0121 744 6777 Gill Hanton Tel: 07973 942145
email: lindaalisonpitt@gmail.com email: gill.hanton@btinternet.com

Deputy Warden - St James the Great Church
Kate Crocker email: kate_crocker@hotmail.com
Tel: 07562 664163

Deputy Warden - St John the Divine Church
Linda Alford  email: lindaalfor@hotmail.com
Tel: 0121 430 4785

CHURCH WARDENS

SAFEGUARDING  Sue Harries
Tel: 07977 012753 or 0121 745 8896 (c/o Parish Office)

HARWOOD & ENGLISH DECORATORS

* 25 years experience *

* Interior & Exterior ®

* Fully Insured * Free quotes * Insurance work *

Telephone:
07976 952435 ﬁ 07801 631522

0121 744 6628 0121 744 0421

Email: steven_harwood@icloud.com

As you all know we are a parish that takes safeguarding very seriously.
Everyone who comes to our churches deserves to feel included and
very importantly, safe.
If anything is concerning you, please talk to Sue Harries, Safeguarding Co-ordinator.
We must all look after one another.




Swallows Meadow

Your award winning not-jor-projit nursing home in

CALL 0121 746 6000
SMNHRECEPTION®@SOLIHULLCARE.CO.VK

Steve Tremayne
% Carpenftry & Joinery o

Garage conversions
Property repairs and a.lt.era.tmns
Siorage solutions

High standard-of work-and atientionto-detail
Friendly and efficient service

Call: 07906 233 238 or Email: kaaladsti@hotmail.com




