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YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/@shirleyparish5736
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MAKING HIM KNOWN
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OUR SERVICES IN JANUARY
Date Time Service Venue
Sunday 4th 10.30am | Parish Communion St James Church
Epiphany 3.30pm | Reflective Worship St James Church
Thursday 8th 10.30am | Holy Communion St James Church
Sunday 11th 8am Holy Communion St James Church
9am Holy Communion St John’s Church
10.30am | Morning Worship St James Church
Thursday 15th 10.30am | Holy Communion St James Church
Saturday 17th 10am Messy Church St James Church
Sunday 18th 10.30am | Parish Communion St James Church
Thursday 22nd 10.30am | Holy Communion St James Church
Sunday 25th 8am Holy Communion St James Church
9am Morning Worship St John’s Church
10.30am | Worship 4 Everyone | St James Church
Thursday 29th 10.30am | Holy Communion St James Church

PLEASE CHECK FOR ANY CHANGES TO OUR SERVICES AND ACTIVITIES ON THE
WEEKLY NOTICE SHEET OR ON OUR WEBSITE https://www.shirleyparishb90.co.uk

Sunday Services at St James Church are live-streamed on YouTube -
https://www.youtube.com/@shirleyparish5736

Copies of the sermons preached at our services can be found on our website -
https://www.shirleyparishb90.co.uk/download-a-sermon

KID’S CHURCH

z-wz;, WORSHIP AND ACTiVITiES FOR CHILDREN -

/// ||| DURING THE 10.30AM SUNDAY SERVICE AT
, ST JAMES CHURCH - ALL WELCOME!

CHURCH HOUSE (opposite St James Church), Church Road, Shirley B90 2AX
ST JAMES THE GREAT CHURCH, Church Road, Shirley B90 2AX
ST JOHN THE DIVINE CHURCH, Tilehouse Lane, Tidbury Green, Shirley B90 1PW
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OUR PRAYER FOR THE TIME OF VACANCY

Heavenly Father,
thank you that we are held together as a community in your love.
Let us be ready to share the good news of Jesus with those around us.
Strengthen us as we patiently wait as a parish,
remembering that your Son is the Good Shepherd
who will guide us along our future path.
May we gently encourage one another,
be quick to listen
and humbly reach out to support those in need.
With everlasting hope,
we trust in you alone to provide in this new season.
In Jesus' name we pray. Amen.

Find out more at

https://www.shirleyparishb90.co.uk/future-ministry-in-shirley-parish

.. BODY MASSAGE To book please cal:
JEAUTY By

\_cn gol/  ALISON FORESHEW At: 61 Baxters Road,
. BABTAC/CIBTAC Qualified Shirley, B90 2RS

Tudor Grange Primary Academy St James

+ Nurture, Learn, Achieve
Principal - Mrs G Duxbury
% For details about the school contact the PA to the Principal - Mrs M McDaid

Tudor Grange Primary Academy St James, Halifax Road, Shirley, Solihull B90 2BT
Phone: 0121 744 7897 office@stjames.tgacademy.org.uk www.stjames.tgacademy.org.uk
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JOURNEY TO THE STABLE 2025

Emily, in the office, keeps reminding me that we are a team. We certainly were a team
for the Journey to the Stable. What with the preparation beforehand, getting the church
ready, the five days when the schools visited, and getting the church back to normal for
Sunday. That’s a lot of doing, and a lot of people involved.

It was unclear just how scary it would be, as we have made so many changes to what
we do since Paul arrived, so would we be able to manage it all with two experienced
people having left? Could we do it? Yes, we could! | even, for the first time in about
twenty years, delegated church preparation to others and went to a family lunch instead.

We are aware that our team is getting older, less available and a little less adventurous,
but our numbers were boosted by two new members. True | broke them in gently, but
both have confirmed they will help again.

By the end of the week, people were looking tired, and there was a tinsel mountain in
the choir vestry. But we had retold the Christmas story to about 650 five year olds (and
their teachers and parent helpers). The story had been reinforced by activities —learning
to be shepherds, visiting the Wise Man’s house, looking at the origins of Christmas
decorations, and crafting a star to take back to school. And we have renewed our
friendship with some of the teachers who have come along for years.

Back to the team though. Gaps in the rota? ‘I could come on Thursday if it helps.’
Someone is sick? ‘Il can lead that activity’. There’s an inset day? ‘Il can bring my daughter
to help’. Not forgetting the people who enabled church business as usual that week so
ran the café, Jimmy Tots and the Thursday service. All part of the wider team.

So, on behalf of Richard and me can | just say a massive big ‘thank you’ and we will see
you on the Easter Journey in March.

Sarah Penfold

Decorating Plus ... (Odd Jobs)
B90 and nearby

Call Stewart on 07802 566 441

Email - DecoratingPlus@hotmail.co.uk




A Very Happy New Year to you all.

Our annual Advent Service held on Wednesday 3rd December was a combined service
with members from our Home Communion Community joining us. Rev Wendy Carter
led the service. During the service Myra Taylor was enrolled and welcomed into our
branch. This was Wendy’s last service as she has decided to retire, thanks were expressed
to Wendy by Rev Richard Haynes, and this was echoed by all present. Liz Yates presented
Wendy with a Hellebore from the Mothers’ Union.

Refreshments followed, looked after by Jan Dalton. Thank you, Jan.

By now members should have received their Branch Newsletter and 2026 programme.
Members annual subscription for 2026 of £30.00 is now due, payment to the Treasurer
would be appreciated by the 23rd of January please.

There will be no meeting in January. However, there will be a Wave of Prayer, please
see the pew slip for further information.

Our next monthly meeting will be the A.G.M on Wednesday 4th February at 2pm in
Church House.
Susan Knight

‘THANK YOU’

We celebrated the MU Advent Service on December 3rd 2025 and members were
delighted to welcome many of our Home Communion Community to enjoy the service
with us. For many of the less mobile this service at 2pm, gives them freedom to come
to church without worrying about time constraints which make morning worship difficult
and there was a willing band of drivers to collect and return people to and from their
homes.

The Advent service is one in which members of MU renew our vows and enrol new
members and we very glad to welcome Myra Taylor as a new member of Shirley MU on
this occasion.

It is always a great privilege for a priest to preside at the Eucharist and sadly this was
the last time | will lead the service - but this is the third time I've ‘retired’ and this is now
the right time as Parkinsons has become a reality in my life.

At the end of the service, | was delighted to receive a beautiful pure white hellebore
from the Shirley branch, which | am enjoying as it blooms in the porch.



7

In the spring it will be planted in a shady spot
where | can see it from my ‘prayer chair’. Thank
you for the kind thoughts and good wishes
which accompanied the gift!

Jones for her sermon on this occasion, Rev’'d
Richard for his computer skills, Sarah Penfold
as our pianist and all the providers of mince
pies, sausage rolls, and other tasty treats we
enjoyed with a cuppa after the service

With every blessing,
Reverend Wendy Carter

HOME COMMUNION COMMUNITY

On Wednesday 3rd December, |, along with many others, attended the Advent Service
for those of us who cannot normally attend church as we are disabled, the service was
also for members of the Mothers Union, and we saw a new member enrolled. On behalf
of all who attended | want to say a huge thank you to the ministers, especially Rev'd
Wendy who informed me that this was the last time she would be taking the service;
she will be greatly missed although we shall see her in church. | must thank the helpers
who acted as chauffeurs, the kind people who readied the church, moving furniture and
waiting on us and our super chefs who really surpassed themselves with the magnificent
spread laid on for us.

There were miniature flaky pastry sausage rolls, slices of Christmas cake and small
sponge cakes with "snow" on top consisting of white cream and edible snowflakes to
finish them off. There was also ham, wrapped around cheese on sticks together with
chunks of pineapple and we must not forget the mince pies! The whole ensemble was
a virtual feast and | offer my congratulations to whoever dreamed up the menu. Whoever
brews the tea does a jolly good job too!

Pam and | had the privilege of meeting Rev'd Wendy's granddaughter who is a doctor
in Liverpool and was due on duty the next day but was busy cheerfully hoisting chairs
about and generally helping.

The service was lovely and after the service we were visited by a four-legged friend; a
Shetland Sheepdog, who was soon enjoying a big fuss from those worshippers gathered
by the table. "Oh, I'd love to give him a fuss” | said to Pam. Bless her, she stood up,
turned her walker around and marched over to where the dog and her human mum
were, next thing they had all trouped back to me. ... continued over the page
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HOME COMMUNION COMMUNITY continued

The dog, whose name turned out to be Misha, needed no encouragement and was soon
beside me on the pew enjoying a fuss. He then sat looking hopefully at my nearly empty
plate.

He made short work of the ham | offered him, after gaining permission to feed him from
his human mum Brenda, and then | tried him with the cheese as most dogs like cheese,
and that quickly disappeared. "You would think | didn't feed him!" was Brenda's comment.
We all agreed that he would make a lovely Pat Dog and for those who don't know, a Pat
Dog is one who visits hospitals and care homes to mingle with the patients and have a
big fuss made of them. These dogs are very popular with patients, especially children,
and hospital staff have found that anyone stroking them has lower blood pressure so
visits are very beneficial.

We also said what a lovely idea it would be to have an animal service in church and
mentioned this to Richard. | have an adopted donkey and jokingly said | could bring him.
You must ride him up the aisle was the comment and | had a mental picture of myself
doing just that: what a sight that would be, but have no fear, Jasper my donkey lives in
a sanctuary in Devon so he would not be attending. Just in case anyone reading this
thinks | am lazy not getting up to go to Misha myself, | have a balance problem caused
through brain damage so need help walking, Richard's strong arm is just the job!

Richard kindly took me home and | think | was the last one in Church, apart from the
helpers, who by that time must have thought | was going to stay the night and must
have been relieved to see me go. What a lovely start to Christmas it was.

God bless, have a wonderful Christmas and Happy New Year everyone.

Mary Hayes

OUR 2025 CHRISTMAS TREE FESTIVAL

Our Christmas Tree Festival was a great success thanks to all those who
ontributed and visited.

- The most ‘favourite tree’ votes went to the Mothers’ Union’s
beautifully decorated tree, the Fairtrade hampers were won by Pat
Coward and Wendy Carter.

£100 was donated to the ‘Open Doors’ charity.

The festival ended with a joyous Carol Service led by Harry Brown and
'~ the choir.
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SHIRLEY PARISH BOOK CLUB

The Book Club had a choice of three books this time, everyone read at least one of these
books and their thoughts are as follows:

The Fortnight in September — R C Sherriff

‘This book about nothing turns out to be about everything.” A beautiful book, one that
you would want to keep and read again. The book is just about a fortnights holiday.
Those who read it talked about the characters and how well described they were and
endearing. It also shows you how much life has changed. The characters were very
accepting of everything. All who read this really loved it, and thought it was a delightful
read.

The Island of Missing Trees — Elif Shafak

Another lovely story, this time based on the troubles in Cyprus, a love story encompassed
with sadness and war. The social commentary on the times is provided in the voice of
the Fig Tree that features heavily in the story. There is a lot of information about the
times described by the tree, and it helps to understand what was going on in Cyprus.
There are happy times and sad times in the book, and it is very cleverly tied together,
flicking between Cyprus in the 1970s and London in the 2010s. Again, all who read this
enjoyed it.

Restoration — Rose Tremain

This is an historical novel, based on the time of Charles 2nd, a man who goes through
life making the wrong choices and is a bit of a buffoon. He ends up in a big house married
to the mistress of the King, arranged by the King as a cover up. The man has feelings for
the mistress, but it goes sour and he loses everything. He ends up living in Norfolk with
a friend who runs an asylum. He helps a female patient and discovers he can soothe her,
she develops feelings for him, and his life falls apart again.... All those who read this book
really enjoyed it.

We swapped the books between us for those who fancied an extra book over the
Christmas period before we meet again.

Our next choice is an interesting one, we are tasked to find a children’s book that has a
significant memory for us, whether we read it as a child or had it read to us, or whether
we have read it to our children or grandchildren. Then to think about how it made us
feel and share with the group.

Our next meeting is on Monday 12th January, 2pm in Church House, if you’d like to join
us — please do!
Belinda Piasecki
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Shirley Parish Book Club Hit Parade 2025

Name of book Average Score

Conclave - Robert Harris

10

The Fortnight in September - R C Sheriff

=
o

The Secret Collector - Abigail Johnson

The Land of Missing Trees - Elif Shafak

The Women - Kristin Hannah

Away with the Penguins - Hazel Prior

Restoration - Rose Tremain

The List Of Suspicious Things - Jennie Godfrey

The Awakenings - Sarah Maine

The Last Dance - Mark Billingham

The Lamplighters - Emma Stonex

The Boy at the Top of the Mountain - John Boyne

The Book of Beginnings - Sally Page

The Hunting Party - Lucy Foley

o |~ |~|~|~]|00|00 |00 |00 |WD|W

MOEBILE HAIRDRESSER

Fully qualified LADIES AND GENTLEMENS Hairdresser
Available for appointments in the comfort of your own home

Please telephone Claire on 07931 751 451

THE FRIENDS OF ST JAMES 100 CLUB

Congratulations to the December winners
£50 ~ Mary Appleby  £25~ Wendy Carter
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REVEREND JULIE HUMPHRIES R.I.P.

Reverend Julie Humphries, whose funeral took place on 24th November 2025, was from
2012 — 2017 a Team Vicar in Shirley Parish; initially when Fr Michael Caddy was Rector
and later during the time of Fr. Peter Law-Jones.

| first met Julie at The Queen’s Foundation Edgbaston, while she was training for
ordained ministry. We were often sitting next to each other at the college evening dinner
and discovered that we both came from Worcester Diocese. Julie completed her training
and served her Title as Curate in Redditch Holy Trinity, which included St Leonard’s
Beoley; St Philip’s Webheath and St Stephen’s Redditch. The Rector at the time was
Reverend Canon David Rogers and Julie and her husband Mick, remained friends with
David until he died.

In 2012 Fr. Michael asked if | knew anyone who would be interested in applying for the
post of Team Vicar in Shirley Parish with responsibility for St Patrick’s and St John’s. |
mentioned Julie and he asked me to contact her, which | did. Julie told me she had
already applied for the post and felt her decision to do so affirmed. | recall, at that time,
another Curate from Redditch parish telling me that they didn’t know how hard Julie
worked until she left.

Throughout her time in Shirley Parish, | observed that Julie was always a dedicated priest
who was thoroughly well prepared for whatever her ministry entailed. Speaking recently
to one of the parishioners | was told how she always found Julie’s ministry at St John’s
sincere and heartwarming and how she spoke passionately and with commitment.
Another commented on Julie’s enthusiasm for ‘Open the Book’, a legacy which continues
to this day, sharing Bible stories with children in local schools. Apart from her usual
ministerial responsibilities Julie found time to take part in ‘Journey to the Stable’ at St
James, which ministers in Advent to hundreds of pupils from surrounding schools. | found
Julie to have a lively and cheerful personality coupled with a keen sense of fairness.

There were many challenging times for Julie during her ministry and a major step was
leading St Patrick’s through a transition period to become a separate parish. Her ministry
continued for a further two years as Vicar of St Patrick’s and she left in 2019. When Julie
left Birmingham, she returned to ministry in Worcester Diocese. Julie will be sadly missed
by many who knew her. She died surrounded by her family on 31st October 2025. May
she rest in peace and rise in glory.

Reverend Theresa Jones

N T o



About Us

We are a small, family-run domiciliary care provider. We
deliver exceptional, personalised care tailored to each client’s
needs.

Our Services

« Supporting those with dementia

« Supporting those who want some company

« Help around the house with cooking and cleaning

« Support with daily activities such as dressing, washing, and
personal care

- Respite care to relieve family members or other full-time carers

« Live-in care services

« Palliative care for support during those tough times

« Medication support

« & so much more

0121 744 5328 4 sean@solihulhomecare.co.uk vww.solihullhomecare.co.uk
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NEW HEATING IN ST JAMES CHURCH

There is now an even warmer welcome than usual at St James’s Church!

We have just replaced our 35 year old gas boilers with electric heating chandeliers and
panels. We now no longer use fossil fuels to heat our buildings.

The chandeliers were supplied and installed by Electric Heating Solutions, who pioneered
this form of heating for churches over 12 years ago in Kings Lynn Minster and, as well
as being very effective, they look beautiful in our grade 2 listed Victorian church.

We are a Demonstrator parish and our local fundraising was matched by a grant from
the Demonstrator Project (funded by the Benefact Trust and the Archbishops’ Council
Net Zero Carbon Programme). We will be evaluating our project closely and will be very
glad to share our experiences with anyone looking at solutions for a cold, dark church.

This has been a big team effort with so many people contributing ideas, advice,
donations, expertise and support. Thanks to you all for making the project happen.

Kate Crocker
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TANZANIA DELICIOUS CASHEWS

Here in Shirley Parish, we are ‘going for gold’ following on from our successful efforts
to gain silver standard as an Eco church. One of the requirements is to engage with
events globally, and our PCC has chosen to support financially Tanzania Delicious
Cashews. The mission of the organisation is to build the industry for the benefit of the
local community, local processors, workers and farmers and their families, and to bring
sustainable development to the Makonde Plateau in Tanzania.

The company is 100% locally owned and sources cashews only from the Makonde
Plateau; they count among the best cashews in the world. They are grown traditionally
by farming families with long experience of producing this crop. TDC was founded in
2020 by local farmers; seven women and one man. This is a woman led company that
fights hard to reduce poverty and create better living conditions for farmers and other
workers families.

The chairperson, one of the Executive Directors, Finance Director, Head of Production

and Quality Manager are all women; the other Executive Director and the Operations

Director are men. As a result of their success the company is currently constructing a

new factory building.

The director general of the World Trade Organisation, -

Ngozi Okonjo-lweala, says that the surest way for Africa :'Lr' M‘

to lift itself out of poverty is to grow its economies and | Y\‘\L’

create jobs. " {l"‘ { ¥
‘e

Tanzania Delicious Cashews is doing just that. - —

To find out more about the company go online and type in their web address:
https://tanzaniadeliciouscashews.com.

Chris Terry on behalf of the Shirley Parish Eco Group

PODIATRIST / CHIROPODIST

Surgery and Home Visits
JONATHAN LEESE bp.pod.Mm., M.Ch.s

HCPC REGISTERED
Tel: 0121 733 1292 193 Creynolds Lane, Shirley B90 4ES
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Steve Tremayne
Carpentry & Joinery .

Garage conversions
Property repairs and a.ltera.tmns
Siorage solutions

High standard-of work-and atientionto-detnil
Friendly and efficient service

Call: 07906 233 288 or Email: kaaladstiwhotmail.com

Monumental Masons

BANNOCKS OF SOLIHULL

Five generations of quality manufacturing
and service from a family business.

All aspects of Monumental Masonry

PERSONAL ATTENTION ~ ADVISORY SERVICE
LARGE DISPLAY

117 Streetsbrook Road, Solihull B90 3PF
(Opposite Robin Hood Cemetery)

Tel: 0121 744 1727 ;
www.bannocksmemorials.co.uk |
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Open every Tuesday
10.00 am — 11.30 am

Café

longer for a chat.
seeing vou!

Church House
Church Road
Shirley B90 2AX

@ PLACES OF
w WELCOME

Welcome

Pop in for a cuppa or stay

We are looking forward to

2D

C

HRISTMAS &
TREECYCLING

By Birmingham Hospice
—10 and 11 January 2026 —

W NN N N NN N N NN N NN NN NN N N NN NN S R

COFFEE
MORNING

Monday 12th January 2026
10.30am until 12 noon

mcludmg & N *
unloved (_,
gift swap’ m
AW awre welcome!

St John's Church, Tilehouse Lane
Tidbury Green, Shirley B90 TPW

Take the hassle out of disposing of your real Christmas tree.
Book to have it collected and recycled by your local hospice.
Visit www.birminghamhospice.org.uk/treecycling
or telephone 0121 752 6150
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‘THE FRIENDS OF ST JAMES’
DATES FOR YOUR 2026 DIARY

Annual General Meeting - Tuesday 10th February

S f
Coffee Mornings with books & bric-a-brac At "?:.q:
Saturday 7th March and 26th September 723 {,_‘::
Christmas by Candlelight = il]l ] I_t m

Saturday 28th November i

BIBLE STUDY MORNING
‘AN INTRODUCTION TO MATTHEW'’S GOSPEL’

Saturday 10th January, 10am — 11.30am in Church House

On Saturday 10th January, | will be leading a Bible study session on the Gospel according
to St Matthew, and everyone is warmly invited to attend.

You may know that the Church of England’s lectionary follows a three-year cycle,
focusing in turn on the Gospels of Matthew, Mark, and Luke, with John interspersed at
key points. This year, our readings focus mainly on Matthew.

Matthew’s Gospel is carefully structured and richly layered. It has provided a strong
foundation for the Church’s teaching on Jesus, the Kingdom of Heaven, and the Christian
life. During our study morning, we will lift the lid on this Gospel, exploring questions
such as: Who was Matthew? When and why was the Gospel written? What are its main
themes, and how have they shaped the history of the Church and continue to speak to
us today?

Whether you are new to exploring Matthew’s Gospel or already familiar with it, | hope
that there will be something for everyone. We all know more of Matthew than we might
realise, and this session will be a chance to deepen that understanding together.

The only requirement is to bring a Bible with you - not a
phone or electronic device - and to come with an open
mind, ready to think, learn, and be challenged.
Refreshments will be served, and if you have any
guestions beforehand, please feel free to ask me.

Rev’d Richard Haynes
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The Roof Repair Co.
https://www.roofingandgutteringservices.co.uk
From A Minor Repair To A New Roof -
/ NEW ROOFS Repaired &
Cleaned Out
v/ NEW FLAT ROOF SYSTEMS il
v RIDGE TILES REPOINTED & REBEDDED
v/ GUTTERING - UPVC CLADDING e i
v NO MONEY UP FRONT —~ Repai
v/ TOP QUALITY MATERIALS 7“; Bewa‘kwm fr?::zz
v SENIOR CITIZENS DISCOUNTS 9 little as
£35
FREE QUOTATION Without Obligation
FOR IMMEDIATE EMERGENCY RESPONSE
0121 604 2104 / 07956 228 842
sa o2 aSLOC
5?‘7 %

Fl** FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Independent Family Owned Funeral Directors since 1856

Shirley Funeral Home Solihull Funeral Home Yardley Funeral Home ii:"]'l‘i
100, Stratford Road 67-71 Warwick Road, 112 Church Road, [iNotrinoinT |
Shirley. B90 3BH Solihull. B92 7HP Yardley. B26 8UX
0121 726 2626 0121 706 4040 0121 784 3230
Whether you have a traditional,

_ contemporary or eco funeral in mind our

= family are here to help you. Our
dedicated team will guide you through
the choices and decisions to ensure a
unique and befitting funeral.

Free, no obilgation help and advice.

Specialist provider of Pre-Paid Funeral Plans

Peace of mind with secure affordable options www.cbastock.co.uk
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EPIPHANY SEASON

The weeks that follow Christmas can sometimes feel like a low point in both church life
and daily routine. The decorations come down on Twelfth Night, work and school
resume, and January’s cold weather can bring a sense of gloom. Yet the church season
of Epiphany is anything but gloomy. Far from being an anticlimax to Christmas, Epiphany
is full of richness and wonder.

The word Epiphany means “manifestation”. It celebrates one aspect of the Christmas
story: the visit of the far-travelled Magi, understood as the manifestation of Christ to
the Gentiles. But the season extends far beyond this moment. Epiphany invites us to
pray for the worldwide mission of the Church. It embraces the Feast of the Conversion
of St Paul, the Apostle to the Gentiles, and the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity. It also
recalls Christ’s baptism, when the heavens opened and the Father’s voice was heard,
and the miracle at Cana in Galilee, where water was turned into wine.

Epiphany season concludes with the Feast of the Presentation, also known as Candlemas,
in early February. Here Simeon’s words in the temple move us from the joy of Christmas
towards the deeper mysteries of Lent, Holy Week and Easter.

In 2026, we will celebrate Epiphany (traditionally 6th January, the day after Twelfth
Night) on Sunday 4th January at the Parish Eucharist at St James Church. The preacher
will be the Reverend Paul Hinton, Head of Ministry in the Diocese of Birmingham (and
my former Vicar of Warley Woods). As in previous years, we will bless chalk, inviting you
to mark your homes with the initials of the Magi as a sign of Christ’s welcome to all who
come visiting.

Rev’d Richard Haynes

AL M

MOBILE HAIRDRESSER - DAWN

Ladies & Gentlemens ~
/ fully qualified & insured ~ over 30 years
O“‘ experience ~ reduced prices for OAPs

Telephone: 0121 744 0421 or 07761 473524




Thomas Bragg & Sons
Funeral Directors

We create every
funeral individually,
Jjust for you.

+ 24-hour service Thomas Bragg & Sons Funeral Directors are Shirley
« Bereavement advice here to support and guide you. We offer a
»Transparent pricing friendly, professional service to families. 0121744 1428

»Home visits fori odi. 2 562 Stratford Road, B90 4AY
» Private chapels of rest us forimmecdiate support, acvice

Floral tributes or a home visit. We are here to help 24 Knowle
« Floral tributes hours aday.
« Memorial masonry 01 564 773 61 0
+ Prepaid funeral plans www.thomasbragg.co.uk 1682 High Street, B93 OLY

Id
.' Funeral Partners

How to choose the right care home?

At Carehome Connect
We care about your care...

Choosing a care home can be daunting
- Howdo | know where to look and what to look for?

- What guestions should | be asking a care home?
What funding can | apply for?

We can support you throughout the process from beginning to end.

Care advice Care search
Identifying what care is needed Finding care homes
Advising how to meet care needs Short term care options
Discussing options - residential care, nursing care, home care Signposting related services
Care choices Funding advice
Researching care options that match your needs Information about funding
Information and guidance Advice on how to apply
FREE advice FREE support
Call 01543 732099 Email help@carehomeconnect.co.uk

0121 769 1599 Web www.carehomeconnect.co.uk
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THE COST OF PRODUCING THIS MAGAZINE

All of the advertisers in this magazine pay fees which help to cover the
% cost of producing it - paper, ink and printing.

If you would also like to make a donation towards the cost it will be
gratefully received.

NEW YEAR 2026

If we put our hand in God’s hand
As we enter this New Year

Not knowing what the future holds
But that our Friend is near.

We shall not fear what lies ahead
If He is by our side,

Nor wander from the pathway

If He will be our guide.

The Sinless One from heaven came

To dwell with us on earth,

He sought and bought us with His blood
And offered us new birth.

Now as we travel through this year
He knows the things He’s planned,
So let us trust and know just this -
Our times are in His hands.

By Megan Carter

e 4




STEPHEN & PHILIP

PAINTER

FUNERAL DIRECTORS
INDEPENDENT & FAMILY-OWNED

R
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The only funeral homes still owned by
The Painter Family. Providing a dignified & personal
service across Birmingham & Solihull

HALL GREEN OFFICE ACOCKS GREEN OFFICE

192 ROBIN HOOD LANE 213 YARDLEY ROAD
HALL GREEN ACOCKS GREEN
BIRMINGHAM B28 0LG BIRMINGHAM B27 6LZ

TEL: 0121 777 4300 TEL: 0121 707 1172

WWWSTEPHENANDPHILIPPAINTER.COM

Glazing and Locks

*Misted/broken double glazing replaced * Police and Age Concern registered

*All double glazing repairs * Full locksmith service
*Over 25 years experience * Key cutting

*City & guilds qualified * Windows, door realigned
Contact Jason on 07789761412
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JANUARY WORDSEARCH

6th January brings Epiphany - the visit of the Wise Men to the baby Jesus. Matthew calls
them ‘Magi’, the name of an ancient priestly caste from Persia. Early church tradition
says there were three: Balthasar, Caspar and Melchior. As for their gifts? Gold is a symbol
of wisdom and wealth, incense is a symbol of worship and sacrifice, and myrrh is a symbol
of healing - and even embalming. Jesus challenged and set aright the way in which the
world handled all three of these things.

ANCIENT GIFTS MEN TRADITION
BALTHASAR GOLD MYRRH VISIT
CASPAR HEALING PERSIA WEALTH
CHALLENGED INCENSE PRIESTLY WISDOM
EMBALMING MAGI SACRIFICE WISE
EPIPHANY MELCHIOR SYMBOL WORLD
WORSHIP
s [TETNEICNAOMMB
24 INNTRRLOBMYSOA
2 | ICHALLENGEDE
& |LRI1SSDLOGPPSI
“w |ICGYTACINTEI I I
|ANLHC I TRWPWW
% INHSITMRSIEHEO
% |CROPLSIIWOAMR
ﬁ} ERTAAAESFLNDL
C INYBEBREITIYHD
<~ ISMVISITHRFCCG
A%b EEAWORSHIPIEM
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OFFERING A FRIENDLY,

@@ZY I_|__|_I©> ES RELIABLE, PROFESSIONAL
SERVICE AT AFFORDABLE PRICE

Bev Hughes DipCFhp

Over 65 £20.00 per session
Mobile Foot Health Practitioner

Under 65 £25.00 per session

07764, 653646 @F  TREATMENT INCLUDES:-

v FREE CONSULTATION

0121 4571 3536 / TOENAILS CUT &

v THICKNESS REDUCED
CALLOUSES REMOVED

- e / CORNS & VERRUCAS
) ol TREATED
d ‘ 4 ’ / v DIABETIC FOOTCARE
B
WORDSEARCH 0 A
ANSWERS
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BILL BOYCE DECORATORS

We have been a family run business since 1982 and we
pride ourselves on the quality of our work.
We carry out private work but also carry out work in
offices, schools, restaurants and shop premises.

Visit https://billboycedecorators.co.uk to find out more

Telephone ~ 0121 744 0040
or 07976 810680 (Bill)
or 07966 275134 (Dan)
89 Union Road
Shirley, Solihull

B90 3BY Email ~ sandraboyce61@hotmail.com
Y
QQ ssgy If Knowle is difficult to get to,
@%B = we will happily visit you at
& l%" home or you can meet Bruce
at any of the Bastock family
BaStOCk&Bruce Ltd funera/homesl

O NERAL B|REEECT GRS

A partnership between C. Bastock Ltd and Bruce Bragg

Bruce is now the only remaining member of the Bragg family still in the industry
following the sale of the Bragg family business in Shirley. This partnership brings a
family business to Knowle with generations of experience ensuring the truly
personal service you would expect from an independent business.

Knowle Funeral Home
Brisker Court, 1685, High Street, Knowle. B93 OLN

01564 33 5577 (24 hour)

Serving all surrounding areas www.bastockandbruce.co.uk
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THIS MONTH’S CROSSWORD & SUDOKU

Across

8 How the Abyss (NIV) is described in the Authorized Version (Revelation 9:1) (10,3)
9 Frozen water (Ezekiel 1:22) (3)

10 The Ten Commandments (9)

11 In Roman Catholic theology, neither heaven nor hell (5)

13 Des cons (anag.) (7)

16 ‘Though [your sihs] are red as — , they shall be like wool’ (Isaiah 1:18) (7)
19 Keen (Romans 1:15) (5)

22 Repugnant, loathsome (Jeremiah 24:9) (9)

24 Drink like an animal (Judges 7:5) (3)

25 First and last (Revelation 22:13) (5,3,5)

Down

1 Father of Ahi, a Gadite (1 Chronicles 5:15) (6)

2 Where David found the stone with which he killed Goliath (1 Samuel 17:40) (6)

3 ‘Hour by hour fresh lips are making thy — doings heard on high’ (8)

4 ‘And there were shepherds living out in the fields near by, keeping watch over

their — at night’ (Luke 2:8) (6)

United Society for Christian Literature (1,1,1,1)

6 ‘If he refuses to listen even to the church, treat him as you would — — or a tax
collector’ (Matthew 18:17) (1,5)

7 Where Paul was taken when things became difficult for him in Berea (Acts 17:15) (6)

12 Istituto per le Opere di Religione (Vatican Bank) (1,1,1)

14 ‘Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new — ; the old has gone, the new has
come!’ (2 Corinthians 5:17) (8)

15 Used to colour ram skins red for use in the tabernacle (Exodus 25:5) (3)

16 Vat car (anag.) (6)

(6, ]

17 ‘Be joyful — —, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer’ (Romans 12:12) (6)
18 ‘The parts that are unpresentable are treated with special modesty, while our
presentable parts — — special treatment’ (1 Corinthians 12:23) (4,2)

20 Ancient rowing boat (Isaiah 33:21) (6)
21 Say again (2 Corinthians 11:16) (6)
23 What Jesus did in the synagogue in Nazareth after he stood up (Luke 4:16) (4)
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Answers are on page 29




WISE MEN FROM THE EAST x4

The Wise Men came

from a land far away, {:(
_ they had seen a star X}
0D { that shone brighter than day.

Mouse Makes Thestarwasa sign

X of the birth of a king,

so they followed that star
to pay homage to him.

DID YOU KNOW ?
4:1 Stars shine different

colours, the colour we They found him in Bethlehem

see depends on the as the prophets fortold,
temperature of the star. they gave him three gifts: g
The hottest stars shine

blueish-white, then myrrh, frankincense and gold.

yellowish-white, X | The star led to Jesus
yellow, orange anatic our saviour and king,
coolest stars shine red. e : :
let us join with the Wise Men
and go worship Him!

O

L

Read the story
of the Wise Men in
Matthew 2:1-12

Can you find
these words in
the word search?

WISE MEN - MAGI
STAR« SIGN
JOURNEY « BETHLEHEM
VISIT « JESUS « MESSIAH
CHRIST - KING
GIFTS  GOLD - MYRRH
FRANKINCENSE
X> WORSHIP - JOY

EPIPHANY

On—4dmn—OxX®™
——=ZZ—-—IXI
naa<NXx»Xr»-—m
—ZxmMmIZZ=3
NWOIZ2AO0<0 -
T—IwnxOS=SO
ZmEmun—3=S —
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# GLM Propert

'y Maintenance

Traditional Window Cleaning
Dry Stone Walling

Fascias & Gutters (Repairs & Renewal)

Driveways & Patios (Installation &
Cleaning)

Roof & Solar Panel Cleaning
Power Chimney Sweeping
Cowl/Pot Fitting and Repointing
Roofing & Flat Roofing

Fencing & Landscape Gardening
Rendering

Hedge & Tree Cutting

Rubbish Removals

Painting Interior/Exterior
Garden / House Clearances

And much much more

No job is too big or too small!

Call for a free quote today!

07399 024702
GLMServices18@gmail.com
Fully Insured

Registered Waste Carrier

We're on Yell.com A
Like us on Facebook (_L, @GLMServices18
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PARISH REGISTERS - NOVEMBER

Funerals
10th John Grainger
18th Peter Hill

Swallows Meadow

Your award winning not-jor-projit nursing home in
; Shirley

CALL 0121 746 6000
SMNHRECEPTION®@SOLIHULLCARE.CO.VK




SHIRLEY PARISH GUIDE continued

Parish Wardens
Linda Pitt Tel: 0121 744 6777 Gill Hanton Tel: 07973 942145
email: lindaalisonpitt@gmail.com email: gill.hanton@btinternet.com

Deputy Warden - St James the Great Church
Kate Crocker email: kate_crocker@hotmail.com
Tel: 07562 664163

Deputy Warden - St John the Divine Church
Linda Alford  email: lindaalfor@hotmail.com
Tel: 0121 430 4785

CHURCH WARDENS

SAFEGUARDING  Sue Harries
Tel: 07977 012753 or 0121 745 8896 (c/o Parish Office)

e ) C\A//\/ \ . OP
[_ ARLOVYWVWOOD 7 OAYS Manufacturers of
NLO Y </ \_/ L —
GARDEN & LANDSCAPE CENTRE DELIVERY

SOLIHULL'S BIGGEST ONE-STOP
GARDEN & LANDSCAPING SHOP

FENCING ¢ GATES ¢ SHEDS ¢ PATIO PAVING
DECORATIVE AGGREGATES ¢ PLANTS  SHRUBS
TREES  TOOLS and much more!

PLUS! Over 14 businesses ranging from a pond shop to a dog groomer!

ALSO HOME TO

RESTAURANT | EAT IN or TAKEAWAY

Sheds &
Garden Buildings

- EARLSWOOD GARDEN & LANDSCAPE CENTRE OPEN 7 DAYS
C FORSHAW HEATH ROAD, EARLSWOQOD, SOLIHULL, B94 5JU Mon to Fri 7:30am - 5pm

1. 01564 702 314 www.earlswoodglc.co.uk Saturday 8am - 5pm
Follow us: @EarlswoodGLC § & Sunday 10am - 4pm

As you all know we are a parish that takes safeguarding very seriously.
Everyone who comes to our churches deserves to feel included and
very importantly, safe.
If anything is concerning you, please talk to Sue Harries, Safeguarding Co-ordinator.
We must all look after one another.




HARWOOD & ENGLISH DECORATORS

—

* 25 years experience *

* Interior & Exterior ™ ‘

* Fully Insured * Free quotes * Insurance work *

Telephone:

07976 952435 ﬁ 07801 631822

0121 744 6628 0121 744 0421

M Email: steven _harwood@icloud.com

care uk O

Award winning care homes

We're proud to be recognised for

our excellence in care, winning more
awards than any other provider in the
last three years.

If you're considering a care home,
call 0121 756 7156 or visit
careuk.com/blossomfield-grange

ccccccc

Blossomfield Grange care home
Solihull




