May
2023

Shirley Parish Magazine

SHIRLEY PARISH
@ ¢
& A
- -
P A
(X X U CORONATION =
KING CHARLES
Py I1I .
7 2023 )
. N
KNOWING CHRIST > Q.Q‘
MAKING HIM ENOWN AND S 3

v

Wy B
..
L S, N,

Y

]}
ad

STy,

-
"

v



SHIRLEY PARISH GUIDE (see dlso inside the back cover)

Vicar - Reverend Paul Day
18 Widney Lane, Solihull B91 3LS Tel: 0121 537 9672
email: pgday@hotmail.co.uk

% Reverend Wendy Martin
¢ email: wendyl64@btinternet.com Tel: 07543 829571
18]
d Reverend Wendy Carter
email: revwendy@sky.com Tel: 0121 744 6315
Reverend Nick Ball
email: nicholaseball@hotmail.com Tel: 0121 243 1336
Reverend Dr. Theresa Jones
email: theresajl@btinternet.com Tel: 01564 822687
Parish Office, Church House, Church Road, Shirley, B90 2AX
Telephone: 0121 745 8896 ' e
e is open Monday to
Email: admin@shirleyparish.co.uk Friday (except Bank
Parish Website: https://www.shirleyparishb90.co.uk Holidays)
Social Media: twitter.com/@ParishB90 9.30am - 12.30pm
facebook.com/@AdventureinFaithB90
YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/ShirleyParishB90

OUR PARISH PRAYERS

Give to us your people, living God,
A renewed faith and a bold vision
that we may proclaim
the Good News of your Son
with faith that your kingdom will come,
with hope for our community
and with love for Him
who died and rose again
to save us, Jesus Christ our Risen Lord
Amen
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God of Mission, who alone brings growth to your Church,
send your Holy Spirit to give vision to our planning,
wisdom to our actions, and power to our witness.
Help our church to grow in numbers, in spiritual commitment to you,
and in service to our local community.
Through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen




OUR SERVICES IN MAY
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Date Time Service Venue
Thursday 4th 10.30am | Holy Communion St James Church
Sunday 7th 10.30am | Coronation Songs of | St James Church
Praise
6pm Reflective Worship St John’s Church
Thursday 11th 10.30am | Holy Communion St James Church
Sunday 14th 8am Holy Communion St James Church
Rogation 9am Holy Communion St John’s Church
Sunday 10.30am | Morning Worship St James Church
10.30am | Holy Communion Christ the King Church
Thursday 18th 10.30am | Holy Communion St James Church
Ascension Day
Saturday 20th 10am Messy Church St James Church
Sunday 21st 9am Morning Worship St John’s Church
10.30am | Holy Communion St James Church
10.30am | Morning Worship Christ the King Church
Thursday 25th 10.30am | Holy Communion St James Church
Sunday 28th 8am Holy Communion St James Church
Pentecost 9am Holy Communion St John’s Church
10.30am | Morning Worship St James Church
10.30am | Holy Communion Christ the King Church

Recordings/live streams from St James Church -
https://www.youtube.com/ShirleyParishB90

Copies of the sermons can be found on our website -

https://www.shirleyparishb90.co.uk/download-a-sermon

PLEASE CHECK FOR ANY CHANGES ON THE WEEKLY PEW SLIP, SOCIAL MEDIA
OR OUR WEBSITE https://www.shirleyparishb90.co.uk

CHURCH HOUSE (opposite St James Church), Church Road, Shirley B90 2AX

ST JAMES THE GREAT CHURCH, Church Road, Shirley B90 2AX

CHRIST THE KING CHURCH, Widney Junior School, Clifton Crescent, Solihull B91 3LQ
ST JOHN THE DIVINE CHURCH, Tilehouse Lane, Tidbury Green, Shirley B90 1PW



4
THE FRIENDS OF ST JAMES 100 CLUB

Congratulations to the April winners
£50 ~ Sheila Walford £25 ~ Sheila Hodesdon

THE EASTER JOURNEY CONTINUES ...

Since their inception the Easter and Christmas journeys have changed and developed.
As | described, to someone, the formats when | first became involved, they were
surprised at the scale of the change but we have tried to move in line with the
expectations of schools and children. There is a much greater emphasis now on joining
in rather than being talked to. And, of course, as we, the Journey team change, so the
drama changes with us, reflecting how each of us interprets our role.

So it is that | never quite know what will happen in journey week, except that children
will come to learn about the Easter story. This year we were visited by over 400 and in
addition we went to two schools. At one, a first for us, we sent a video of our drama in
advance and when we were with them only did the activities. Very full on for the people
presenting, and physical for me as | went from room to room giving time checks and
making sure everyone knew where they were going next.

We followed our usual format. On arrival we present the story of Jesus’ ministry in
dramatic form, up to the point of the crucifixion. There are then four activities exploring
the last supper and Peter’s denial in more detail, making a ‘palm’ cross out of a strip of
paper, and a meditation where the children hear the Centurian’s view of the crucifixion
and react with words or art. Then we come together to see what happened when the
disciples went fishing again in Galilee.

At several times in the week people commented to me about the levels of concentration
by the children. Is this due to the quality (!) of the acting, or hearing more detail of a
story that they often hear just as headline events? It doesn’t matter. For us the joy is
that they come, that they listen and that they take part.

3 n To achieve this, we have a team of about 25 people who

ﬁ s W act, or run activities, or keep an eye out for safety issues,

=y .- and help with the admin. Without them this would not
_I_;T.'f»// '. ,;\} happen. Thank you.

~ 2

pe # | should end not with my words but those of a visiting

ten-year-old as she scurried up the side aisle from one

:) activity to the next — ‘I thought church was boring; but

7 this isn’t’.

. Sarah Penfold
1
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MOTHERS’ UNION REPORT

Linda Pitt opened our April meeting and welcomed Reverend Wendy
Carter who led us in thought through narrative, hymns, readings, and
monologues of the Aspects of Holy Week covering the Triumphal Entry
into Jerusalem, the Anointing at Bethany, The Lord’s Supper and the '
death of Jesus. Holy week marks the last week of the season of Lent.
It reminded us of how God sacrificed His only Son, Jesus Christ, as a
sign of love for his people. Thank you, Wendy, for a spiritual reminder
of this most sacred week in the Christian Year.

We look forward to welcoming Anthea Tinline to our next meeting on Wednesday 3rd
of May speaking on her parent’s early years in Newfoundland/Labrador.

The MU Theme for 2022-2024 is Transformation — Now

Visitors are always most welcome to any of our meetings.

Susan Knight
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Be who you've always
been... a star baker

At Blossomfield Grange care home being
a star baker doesn't stop when you make
the journey into care. Our dementia
specialists support each resident to live
life as independently as possible.

If you're considering care call

0121 7561 492.
B2 Trusted to care.

Blossomfield Grange care home
Solihull
careuk.com/blossomfield-grange

care uk O
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OUR ANNUAL MEETING (APCM)

Every year the parish has an annual meeting. This year it will be in St James Church after
the Parish Service on Sunday 7th May. That weekend is of course the coronation
weekend, so the service will be a Celebration Songs of Praise to mark the occasion.

It often happens that a lot of our congregation disappear before the annual meeting,
but can | please encourage you to stay. As well as having some legal things to do (e.g.
adopt the accounts) it also gives us a great opportunity to look back in thanksgiving and
forward in trust, hope and expectation. We will also elect members for our Parochial
Church Council (PCC) — the group that has the responsibility of making decisions for the
Parish in the year ahead. If you are on the church electoral roll, you can be nominated
for the PCC — you don’t have to have been around for a long time!

Sometimes it seems that the meeting can be all about listening
to people at the front speaking, but it doesn’t have to be like
that. It is a chance for everyone to have a say, express a view
and to ask questions. Why not come along and take that
opportunity. It would be great to have the church full for the
meeting!

Reverend Paul Day

OFFERING A FRIENDLY,
@@ZY T@ IES RELIABLE, PROFESSIONAL
SERVICE AT AFFORDABLE PRICE
Bev Hughes DipCFhp Over 65 £20.00 per session
Mobile Foot Health Practitioner Under 65 £25.00 per session

0)7/7/®4. B364\ES @[F  TREATMENT INCLUDES:-

v FREE CONSULTATION

0121 4571 3586 / TOENAILS CUT &

v THICKNESS REDUCED
CALLOUSES REMOVED
v CORNS & VERRUCAS

)” 2 9 )e}, ! TREATED
_ 1 v DIABETIC FOOTCARE
; /
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SHIRLEY PARISH BOOK CLUB
Reading between the lines

Behind Jane Austen’s Pride and Prejudice, with all it’s
gorgeous dresses and practised conversations, behind
the romance and satisfying conclusions — there is
another world. A world of repetitive, grinding,
domestic housework carried out by those, almost
anonymous, servants working for the Bennet family.
Chilblains, callouses and minimal sleep. This is the
world in the foreground of Jo Baker’s novel,
Longbourn. The Elizabeth Bennets and the Darcys are
all upstairs.

Yet, it’s not a world without romance and heartbreak.
There turns out to be as many surprises and plot twists
downstairs as there are in the upstairs of Austen’s
novel.

At the centre of the story is Sarah, an articulate and strongminded housemaid who
reads lots of books and has two possible suitors on her doorstep —the wealthy Bingley’s
ex-slave manservant and, closer to home, a mysterious footman employed by the
Bennets. We are taken with this second suitor, James, not only into the world of the
Bennets and their neighbours, but also into his past as a soldier in the Napoleonic wars.

Almost all of the Parish Book Club really enjoyed Jo Baker’s novel. They found it an
engrossing and exceeding comfortable read. One or two of us found the space between
the original Austen novel and this retake on the story a bit too wide to cross (Jane Austen
is, after all, a bit special) and yet despite this minority caveat, most of the group were
more than satisfied by the intricacies of the below stairs world and the way the novel
turns out.

o | The Book Club has two future projects in mind. One is the next much
. JIRI & anticipated read — A Terrible Kindness by Jo Browning Wroe. The
: second endeavour concerns collecting together our own writing,
from the various congregations and the Shirley community at large.

Xk e < | Look up Belinda Piasecki’s article elsewhere in this magazine for
e = | more details.
+ .
ol | Our next meeting is at 2pm, on Monday May 15th in Church House.

»

Ray Speakman

10 BROWNING WROE
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Come and join us for a

COFFEE MORNING

Monday 15th May 2023
10.30am - 12 noon

(
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St John's Church, Tilehouse Lane, Tidbury Green BOO 1PW
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Bupa care home near you
MNursing | Residential | Short stay

carehome.co.uk
oy Review Score
59 reviews

Age is just |
a number
In OUr care
homes

The Priery Care Home
1Shelly Crescent, Monkspath,

Pt F_{r All types of funding welcome
Whether you’re 65 or 105, you're still you. : [ No health insurance needed

Up for new things or loving your old csh il .
favourites. Find a new place to enjoy AL O SRR COFR TR
to start your search

every day with Bupa care home-s. ) ) b1 0121 756 4683

bupa.co.uk/care-services




THIS YEAR’S CHRISTIAN AID
WEEK IS 14th TO 20th MAY

Your gifts could help farmers in Malawi
plant better seeds, secure a fairer price

for the crops, and build happier futures Give’ Aﬂt, Pl'{:ly

for their children.

\ E Light up the world
" .
= i prayer

III\ KH\( DOM COME (i =

\ / B 18ch- 28ch May 202

Since it began in May 2016, God has grown TKC from a dream of possibility into a
movement which unites more than a million Christians in prayer, in nearly 90% of
countries worldwide, across 85 different denominations and traditions - so that friends
and family, neighbours and colleagues might come to faith in Jesus Christ.

Every person, household and church are encouraged to pray during the eleven days in
their own way.

Itis our hope & prayer, that those who have not yet heard the Good News of Jesus Christ
and His love for the world, will hear it for themselves and respond and follow Him.

Specifically, we again invite each and every Christian across the globe to pray that God’s
Spirit might work in the lives of five people who have not responded with their ‘Yes’ to
God’s call.

Whether you have joined in ‘Thy Kingdom Come’ before or not, we invite you to take
part and join in.
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SOME FINANCIAL CHALLENGES AHEAD OF US

The accounts for 2022 have been produced and will shortly be presented at the annual
meeting. Such accounts are not easy documents to read — they have to be written in a
particular format to meet legal requirements.

What the accounts tell us is that for income we are almost totally dependent on giving
from our congregations —in other words your generosity — for which a huge thank you!

They also tell us that our day to day expenditure as a Parish is a little bit more than our
day to day income. Whilst this is manageable at the moment it is not a good position to
be in.

Our motto as a Parish is “Knowing Christ, making him known”. The challenge we face is
that everything extra that we do in the Parish to make Christ known costs a little more
money. The increase in the size of the ministry team will mean more can get done, but
it is also one reason that costs will rise. We are also being hit by increases in energy costs
and other costs. The gas bill for December to heat St James Church was just short of
£2000!

Can | encourage you, then, to consider what you give to the churches. | know that if we
ask for donations for a particular project we will see much generous giving. What | am
asking is that you are similarly generous when giving for our general expenses. This will
help us do more and grow and develop our mission.

I think it helps to see giving to the church as part and parcel of our Christian life, not as
an additional extra. There’s a wonderful verse in the Old Testament where King David
sets aside money for God’s work in building the temple and he says: “For all things come
from you, and of your own have we given you.”

In the New Testament Paul talks about offering money as part of our worship, part of
our response to who God is and what he has done and continues to do for us.

There are many ways in which we can give to the church — you can read about these on
the website https://www.shirleyparishb90.co.uk/giving or have a look at the page on
regular giving elsewhere in this magazine.

Reverend Paul Day

JUNE 2023 PARISH MAGAZINE

PLEASE SEND INFORMATION & ARTICLES TO THE EDITOR BY
Friday 12th May 2023



11
THE FUTURE OF MINISTRY IN SHIRLEY PARISH

It was a great joy to be present as Bishop James licensed Wendy
Martin to be Associate Priest in the Parish at the service backin &=
March. Although Wendy has been ministering here since the
Autumn last year such a public affirmation was, | know, really
important for her. She brings a whole host of gifts to broaden
what we can offer in the Parish —the Quiet Day at the beginning
of Lent being one such example. We look forward to many more
years of Wendy being with us and ministering to us.

It will be a joy as well to welcome Richard Haynes and his W|fe
Ruth to the Parish when he is ordained Deacon at the Cathedral
in June. It has been a while since there has been a newly
ordained Curate in the Parish. A curate’s position is primarily a
training position — | have been entrusted with training him as he
prepares in time to become a vicar himself. This is a great
responsibility — and something | can only undertake with the
/"1 help and support of all here in Shirley Parish.

We are very privileged in that Richard comes with a vast array of experience as a lay
pastoral minister in the Parish of St Hilda Warley Woods. But, like every curate, he still
has areas for development (like all of us if we are honest!). Please be patient and
understanding as he grows and matures during his time here.

As well as Richard and Wendy, we also have Lucy Bridgens on placement with us. Lucy
is studying childrens and families mission on a three year course. As part of the course
she needs practical experience working in churches. She will be working with Sarah and
others who oversee our activities with children and families over the next few months.
It's good to have Lucy on board.

This is all good news for the Parish as we seek to grow the churches and further the

Kingdom here.
Reverend Paul Day

Glazing and Locks
*Misted/broken (.10uble glazing replaced * Police and Age Concern registered
¢ All double glazing repairs e Full locksmith service
*Over 25 years experience * Key cutting
*City & guilds qualified * Windows, door realigned
Contact Jason on 07789761412
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REGULAR GIVING TO THE CHURCHES

Making a regular offering via the Parish Giving Scheme:

Making a regular offering helps us to plan our finances and make the most of the
resources available.

Using the Parish Giving Scheme enables you to set up a direct debit on a monthly,
quarterly or annual basis; with an option for you to choose to increase your gift
annually in line with inflation if you wish. You can amend the amount you give at any
time.

It allows us to receive Gift Aid quickly and efficiently, and reduces the time spent
handling cash, so the office team can focus on other priorities.

To set up your giving over the phone, please call 0333 002 1271, Monday to Friday,
9am - 5pm. You will need your bank account details and the name and code of your
church:

Christ the King: Code 020 602 220

) = %%
St James the Great: Code 020 602 173 ij l L OI
St John the Divine:  Code 020 602 174 i
PARISH SCHEME

The call will take around 10 minutes.
If you prefer to use a paper form, please contact the Parish Office on 0121 745 8896.
Making a regular offering in other ways:

If you prefer to make a regular offering via another route (e.g. by Standing Order or via
the Envelope Scheme), please contact the Parish Office on 0121 745 8896.
Leaving a legacy:

If you would like to remember us in your will, this would be greatly appreciated. For this
purpose, our legal name is “The Parochial Church Council of the Ecclesiastical Parish of
Shirley”.

PODIATRIST / CHIROPODIST

Surgery and Home Visits
JONATHAN LEESE b.pod.M., M.Ch.s

HCPC REGISTERED
Tel: 0121 733 1292 193 Creynolds Lane, Shirley B90 4ES
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TOOLS WITH A MISSION (TWAM)

This is a charity that sends our unwanted tools or machines to countries that are in need
of them and the following is an extract from a letter that | received from TWAM ...

“The first container to leave the UK this year was on
February 13-19 and it should now be well on its way MAM
to Kitwe in Zambia. Let us Praise God for the 1600 or

so toolkits and machines that were on this container

which are to go to 75 different communities and Tools with a Mission
church groups in Zambia.

The following is a list of items that were sent out last year:
Sewing machines, knitting machines, carpentry kits, power tools, computers, mechanic
kits and lots more.”

So if you have any unwanted items that you would like to dispose of please ring the
following number - 01473 210220 where they will get in touch with the local collector
for our area and he will get in touch with you.

Margaret Foreshew

Tudor Grange Primary Academy St James

T Nurture, Learn, Achieve
AN

Principal - Mrs H Lynch
ﬁ@ For details about the school contact the PA to the Principal - Mrs G Giles

Tudor Grange Primary Academy St James, Halifax Road, Shirley, Solihull B90 2BT
Phone: 0121 744 7897 office@stjames.tgacademy.org.uk www.stjames.tgacademy.org.uk

WANTED! POETS & AUTHORS

Do you have a penchant for penning a good short story? Are
you a victim of verse? Or do you have a favourite short story
or poem you would like to share with others?

Shirley Parish Book Club are planning a compilation of these
stories and poems to sell as a fundraiser for the Trees Fund. |
Books are made of paper, paper comes from trees! We think |
there’s a good link!

Please bring hard copies of your own works or those created by others to the Parish
Office (please do check with the author beforehand as we don’t want any copyright
contraventions), or email them to belinda.piasecki@hotmail.co.uk.
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PRAISE INDEED FOR OUR FABRIC BAGS

The bags you make by recycling fabric have had the stamp of approval! When Sue and
Paul Knight kindly delivered our bags with food donations quite recently, they were
greeted by an effusive Health and Safety officer. He could not praise our bags highly
enough! He said that they are the strongest and safest bags he has ever seen at a
Foodbank and wished to convey his gratitude to you all.

Thank you for your generosity in continuing to sew for our

=-~..fl?--.—”'fi\,_f"‘x“ project to reduce the use of plastic bags. We now know how
> r ".“°\ much they are valued, not only by the recipients but by the
o _— - - officials. Please continue to keep the bags coming in - and if you
N haven’t had a go yet, the bag kits are at the back of St James
| “Y?{/ | Church for you to help yourselves.
| l\\._l\dKl‘_./l |

Chris Speakman

COT NEEDED - CAN YOU HELP?

The local charity BabyGro (working out of St. Michael’s Church, Hall
Green) has appealed urgently for a cot. il 1
The family which needs it is very stressed and deserves some '
practical help. Ideally bedding too.
We can probably help with the transport.

Elizabeth Paice

HOLY YEAR WALKING PILGRIMAGE TO
SANTIAGO DE COMPOSTELA - Part 1

St James the Great was one of the twelve apostles of Jesus. He was born, it is believed,
near Nazareth at a place called Yafia; a son of Zebedee and Salome and brother of John,
with whom he worked, along with his father as a fisherman on the sea of Galilee. In St.
Mark’s gospel we read that Jesus ‘called’ the brothers James and John and for three
years they accompanied him on his mission. At crucial times in his ministry we learn that
they were there, for instance at the Transfiguration (St. Luke’s gospel Chapter 29 verse
28), the Raising of Jairus’ daughter (St. Mark Chapter 5 verse 37) and during his Agony
in the Garden (St. Matthew Chapter 26 verse 36).

In response to Jesus’ words recorded in the Book of Acts Chapter 1 verse 8 ‘You shall be
witnesses to me in Jerusalem, in Judaea and in Samaria and unto the uttermost parts
of the earth’ James went to Finisterre in Galicia Northern Spain to preach the gospel, a
place understood to be the ‘end of the earth’.
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After preaching in Spain James returned to Jerusalem and on the order of Herod Agrippa
was beheaded. (Acts Chapter 12 verse 2). James’ bones were returned to Santiago de
Compostela and lie in a silver urn below the high altar. And so, many thousands of
pilgrims travel from all parts of the world on foot, bicycle or horseback in order to honour
St. James.

A Holy Year occurs when the feast of St. James (25th July) falls on a Sunday. There are
fourteen holy years in the 21st century and during each holy year the Holy Door is open
for pilgrims to pass through. In order to receive a ‘Compostela’ certificate at the end of
the pilgrimage, pilgrims are required to carry a Pilgrim Passport. This dates back to
Medieval times when pilgrims were granted safe passage to their destination. This must
be stamped at churches, hotels, town halls or bars along the way. The stamp is known
as a ‘sello.” However, too many bars are discouraged!

My husband Dave, our friend Reverend Colin Jones and myself set out from Leon airport
to walk the 302 kilometres on the Camino Frances route to Santiago. There are many
pilgrim routes and starting points to Santiago but as we had only eleven days to spare
we set out from Leon. For me the first shock came after twenty minutes when the full

realisation of the weight of my rucksack hit home. Did | really need those extra pairs of
W?

The following day we walked 25k to Hospital de Orbigo and a welcome hostel. The town,
which lays claim to being the birthplace of Cervantes, the author of Don Quixote, has a
magnificent 13th century bridge which spans the river Orbigo. That night we dined
luxuriously on trout soup at a Fonda, which is a family home catering for pilgrims. Pleased
with our reaction to the soup, which was made from a secret recipe handed down
through generations, some of the family decided to stand and watch us eat. Colin had
met them on a previous pilgrimage and after much searching, and to their delight, he
found his name in their visitors’ book.

Next morning there was a hint of muscle ache in the legs but, as no one else was
complaining .... This day took us within sight of Astorga. The town dates from Roman
times and has a Bishop’s Palace designed by the architect Gaudi. Apparently, no bishop
has ever lived in it due to the severe criticism it received in respect of its luxury.
Continuing our walk, I learned the first rule of the Camino: reverential silence. The second
rule is: do not trip other pilgrims up with your walking pole!

Soon we met pilgrims from a church in Madrid. Some of their journey was to be by car
as not everyone was able to walk well. They were very friendly and carried a cross with
a shell, which is the symbol of St. James, and a gourd, which was used in the past to
carry water. WATER ... yes that’s the main requirement on the pilgrimage. You never
seem to have enough.

... continued over the page
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After a fairly gruelling walk our night was spent at Foncebadon which had until recently
been an abandoned village; its only inhabitants being dogs. In the twelfth century a
hermit, Gaucelmo, had built a church and a pilgrim hospital there; the ruins remain.
Two people now live in the village and thankfully run a hostel where we spent the night.
The food was microwaved, but the beds were clean and comfortable and so we were
grateful. As the days were hot and walking was much more bearable in the mornings,
we usually set out at six or seven am. We breakfasted on the way, which meant that
we were able to get a few miles behind us while it was still cool.

There was plenty of goodwill on the route. Cycling pilgrims might call out as they passed:
‘Buen Camino’ — (good Camino), or maybe: ‘Animo’ .... (take heart) which was welcome
encouragement.

From Foncebadon we set out for the highest point on the Leonese mountains. This next
stage was what other pilgrims were calling ‘the big one’. Colin spoke of a Dominican
Friar who had said in respect of this stage: ‘Pilgrim, if there is any merit in suffering,
prepare to earn it now!

To be continued... Reverend Theresa Jones

‘,@C Bastock Ltd
g|** FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Independent Family Owned Funeral Directors since 1856

Shirley Funeral Home Solihull Funeral Home Yardley Funeral Home AL
. [SAIF]

100, Stratford Road 67-71 Warwick Road, 112 Church Road, [iNbtrenpEnT |
Shirley. B90 3BH Solihull. B92 7HP Yardley. B26 8UX |

0121 726 2626 0121 706 4040 0121 784 3230

Whether vyou have a traditional,
% | contemporary or eco funeral in mind our
= family are here to help you. Our
dedicated team will guide you through
§ the choices and decisions to ensure a
unique and befitting funeral.

Specialist provider of Pre-Paid Funeral Plans Free, no obilgation help and advice.

Peace of mind with secure affordable options www.cbastock.co.uk
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MOBILE HAIRDRESSER
Fully qualified LADIES AND GENTLEMENS Hairdresser

Available for appointments in the comfort
of your own home

Please Telephone CLAIRE on
01564 794684 or 07931 751 451

Decorating Plus ... (Odd Jobs)
B90 and nearby

Call Stewart on 07802 566 441

Email - DecoratingPlus@hotmail.co.uk

FAITH, FOOD & FAMILY ...

It’s the first week of Ramadan and a neighbour brings round a sharing meal from the
family’s Iftar meal, the evening breaking of the fast. We know from past experience that
from her, and others, more meals and giving will follow. In turn, | will visit with dhal and
flatbreads, offerings | know will be appreciated for the significance of the thought rather
than the depth of the taste.

We are no longer surprised by the unifying and consistent force of this holy month of
prayer, fasting and personal review. There is a comprehensive response from our
neighbours and friends to its requirements for even young children look forward to
taking part both as a rite of passage and as an act of worship. A young man, for instance,
whom | had taught was working in the road but graciously turned down an invitation to
come and meet my family since he had to get home to his own family and religious
duties. The month of denial, prayer, sharing and reflection seems to present no hardship,
only joy and opportunity.

| once read that if you ask a modern European child what he wants to be, the answer
will include fame and wealth whereas a medieval child would prefer salvation. I’'m not
sure about that but anyone interested in faith, or maybe looking for it, may find
something of it as | did in Iftar food and the kindness of neighbours. | wonder if medieval
Lent would offer more of the power that | sense in today’s Hall Green Ramadan, and to
what extent it matters.

Don Abbey
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THIS MONTH’S CROSSWORD

Across

1 ‘Therefore let us — passing judgment on one another’ (Romans 14:13) (4)

3 ‘I — — these persons here present’ (Marriage service) (4,4)

9 According to a prearranged timetable (Numbers 28:3) (7)

10 Group of eight (5)

11 The cell into which the Philippian jailer put Paul and Silas (Acts 16:24) (5)

12 — Taylor, pioneer missionary to China (6)

14 Otherwise known as the Eucharist, Breaking of Bread, the Lord’s Table (4,9)

17 ‘So that after | have preached to others, | — will not be disqualified for the prize’
(1 Corinthians 9:27) (6)

19 Attendto (3,2)

22 Approximately (Acts 4:4) (5)

23 Tearite (anag.) (7)

24 Rule of sovereign (8)

25 Test (anag.) (4)

Down

1 The name of the street where Judas lived in Damascus and where Saul of Tarsus
stayed (Acts 9:11) (8)

2 ‘The playing of the merry — , sweet singing in the choir’ (5)

4 ‘We have been saying that — — was credited to him as righteous’
(Romans 4:9) (8,5)

5 Dr Martyn — Jones, famous for his ministry at Westminster Chapel (5)

6 Port at which Paul landed on his way to Rome (Acts 28:13) (7)

7 Observe (Ruth 3:4) (4)

8 Minister of religion (6)

13 ‘Il am — of this man’s blood. It is your responsibility’ (Matthew 27:24) (8)

15 ‘Greater love has no one than this, that he — — his life for his friends’
(John 15:13) (3,4)

16 Archbishop who calculated that the world began in 4004 BC (6)

18 ‘No one can — the kingdom of God unless he is born of water and the Spirit’
(John 3:5) (5)

20 Establish by law (5)

21 Product of Gilead noted for its healing properties (Jeremiah 46:11) (4)
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THIS MONTH’S CROSSWORD & SUDOKU

7 2 5 6

Answers are on page 23 1 7 9

© 2013 KrazyDad.com




Forty days after His resurrection
Jesus appeared to the Apostles
one last time. He told them

that the Holy Spirit would What did
come, then He blessed them Jesus say
and ascended that the
into heaven. Holy Spirit
would give
E the Apostles?
. READ — — — — —
Find the " Acts 1 4-17 to be Jesus’
answers in the .
word search & witnesses.
Acts 1:8
What hid Jesus Who appeared to
from the Apostles? the Apostles?
a_‘____ Two __ __ __ and
A what were they dressed
Where was Jesus taken in? _

Where is
Jesus seated?

————————— Eﬁ — — _ __ofGod.
Acts 1:12
Mark 16:19
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TR
JESUS « CHRIST « FORTY DAYS « APOSTLES « ASCENSION « TAKEN « LOOKING
SKY « RETURN « BLESSED « WORSHIPPED + JOY « PRAYER « GOD « SAT
GATHERED + WITNESSES « HOLY SPIRIT

May23 © deborah noble ¢+ parishpump.co.uk
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WORDSEARCH - FACTS ABOUT KING CHARLES

He was born at 9.14pm on 14th November 1948 at Buckingham Palace.

He has been heir-apparent to the throne since he was three years old.

He is the first monarch in British history to have earned a university degree.

He can speak Welsh.

He is a qualified pilot and diver.

He is a keen watercolour painter, a published author and played the cello at Cambridge.

As Prince of Wales, he founded about twenty charities which raise about £140 million each
year for good causes.

Aged 73, King Charles Ill is the oldest monarch ever to be crowned in British history.

He became King on 8th September 2022, after the death of his mother, the Queen, in
Balmoral.

As King, he is also now head of the Commonwealth.

AUTHOR CHARITIES KING PILOT
BALMORAL CHARLES MONARCH THRONE
BUCKINGHAM COMMONWEALTH NOVEMBER UNIVERSITY
CAMBRIDGE DIVER OLDEST WATERCOLOUR
CELLO HEIR PALACE WELSH
RTTCRIHURHHTET
OOOUERBEOLTACT
LLHBALMORALHAL
OIATRSLHSWASLW
OPSRUOLOCRETAW
LGGVEACRLWWLPM
DRYTISREVINUST
EESAAGSTHRONEH| %,
SBUCKINGHAMI CD| -d@=E5
TMCTEGDIRBMAC |

| EANRRIUKIOIAV
EVSEITIRAHCCNE
MONARCHEEESUER| amswersareon
MNRALVOOHMIBTL page 23
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-Q;% i? éy If Knowle is difficult to get to,
@%ﬁ < we will happily visit you at

4 l%‘“ home or you can meet Bruce

t the Bastock il
Bastock&BruceLtd [ilke ff,]:,eril ﬁjn‘,’;s,f“””y

FUNERAIL DIRECTORS
A partnership between C. Bastock Ltd and Bruce Bragg

Bruce is now the only remaining member of the Bragg family still in the industry
following the sale of the Bragg family business in Shirley. This partnership brings a
family business to Knowle with generations of experience ensuring the truly
personal service you would expect from an independent business.

Knowle Funeral Home
Brisker Court, 1685, High Street, Knowle. B93 OLN

01564 33 5577 (24 hour)
Serving all surrounding areas www.bastockandbruce.co.uk

Monumental Masons

BANNOCKS OF SOLIHULL

Five generations of quality manufacturing
and service from a family business.

All aspects of Monumental Masonry

PERSONAL ATTENTION ~ ADVISORY SERVICE
LARGE DISPLAY

117 Streetsbrook Road, Solihull B90 3PF
(Opposite Robin Hood Cemetery)

Tel: 0121 744 1727
www.bannocksmemorials.co.uk
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CORONATION PRAYER 2023

Almighty God
On the occasion of the crowning of King Charles 111, we, the people, pray for him.

We thank you for him and for the calling on his life and we recognise the weight of
responsibility that puts upon him. We know that he will need your help, Lord. We know
that he will face many challenges, as did his mother, Queen Elizabeth.

We ask, that, as he is anointed with oil, you will anoint him with your Holy Spirit, so that
he will know in his heart, as his mother knew, that Jesus is alive and able to help him
fulfil his unique vocation.

We pray that in all the days he serves as King, he will be aware that first and foremost
he serves you, the King of Kings and Lord of Lords. May his reign be one of wisdom,
vision and integrity, inspired by your Kingdom values.

May your name be honoured and glorified throughout this land, Lord, as we pray, God
save the King!

Amen

By Daphne Kitching

The Roof Repair Co.

24 hour
https://www.roofingandgutteringservices.co.uk service
From A Minor Repair To A New Roof i
/ NEW ROOFS Repaired &
Cleaned Out
v/ NEW FLAT ROOF SYSTEMS i
v/ RIDGE TILES REPOINTED & REBEDDED
v/ GUTTERING - UPVC CLADDING RESETEradrain
v/ NO MONEY UP FRONT _7" Birmingham Rl
v/ TOP QUALITY MATERIALS "'age UK from as
v/ SENIOR CITIZENS DISCOUNTS little as
£35

FREE QUOTATION Without Obligation

FOR IMMEDIATE EMERGENCY RESPONSE

0121 604 2104 / 07956 228 842



Thomas Bragg & Sons
Funeral Directors

We create every
funeral individually,
just for you.

* 24-hour service Thomas Bragg & Sons Funeral Directors are Shirley
« Bereavement advice here to support and guide you. We offer a
«Transparent pricing friendly, professional service to families. 0121 744 1428
« Home visits 562 Stratford Road, B90 4AY
« Private chapels of rest us for . ediste support, advice
Phicaltill or a home visit. We are here to help 24 Knowle
= 00T Iraes hours a day.
+Memorial masonry 01564 773 610
+ Prepaid funeral plans www.thomasbragg.co.uk 1682 High Street, B93 OLY

d
.' Funeral Partners

OME

GARDEN & LANDSCAPE CENTRE DELIVERY

Olc EARLSWOOD &&=

SOLIHULL'S BIGGEST ONE-STOP
GARDEN & LANDSCAPING SHOP

FENCING ¢ GATES ¢ SHEDS ¢ PATIO PAVING
DECORATIVE AGGREGATES ¢ PLANTS e SHRUBS
TREES ¢ TOOLS ¢ COFFEE SHOP and much more!
PLUS! Over 17 businesses ranging from a gent's barbers to a dog groomer!

EARLSWOOD GARDEN & LANDSCAPE CENTRE
FORSHAW HEATH ROAD, EARLSWOOD, SOLIHULL, B94 5JU

t. 01564 702 314 www.earlswoodglc.co.uk
Follow us: @EarlswoodGLC § &

Garden Buildings

OPEN 7 DAYS

Mon to Fri 7:30am - S5pm
Saturday 8am - S5pm
Sunday 10am - 4pm




26
FROM THE PARISH REGISTERS - MARCH

. et
Baptism %6" 5
26th Harry Morris 5

g
(T)
Funerals =
%
15th Ednie Powell 80 :
28th Francis George Carter 82

BILL BOYCE DECORATORS

We have been a family run business since 1982 and we
pride ourselves on the quality of our work.
We carry out private work but also carry out work in
offices, schools, restaurants and shop premises.

Visit https://billboycedecorators.co.uk to find out more
Telephone ~ 0121 744 0040

A\
’
or 07976 810680 (Bill) .
or 07966 275134 (Dan) '
89 Union Road
Shirley, Solihull

B90 3BY Email ~ sandraboyce61@hotmail.com




SHIRLEY PARISH GUIDE continued

Kate Day Tel: 0121 537 9672
email: kate_day@me.com

Gill Gough Tel: 0121 603 2636
email: g.gough@hotmail.co.uk

READERS

Sarah Penfold Tel: 0121 681 1525
email: sarahpenfold@blueyonder.co.uk

Denise Smith Tel: 07815 193892
email: deesmith1181@hotmail.com

Parish Wardens
Margaret Foreshew Tel: 0121 603 9833 Gill Hanton Tel: 0121 733 2347
email: mhforeshew@gmail.com email: gill.hanton@btinternet.com

Deputy Wardens - St James the Great Church
Kate Crocker Linda Pitt

Tel: 07562 664163 Tel: 0121 744 6777
Deputy Warden - Christ the King Church
Denise Smith

Tel: 07815 193892

Deputy Warden - St John the Divine Church
Linda Alford

Tel: 0121 430 4785

SAFEGUARDING  Sue Harries
Tel: 07977 012753 or 0121 745 8896 (c/o Parish Office)

SAFEGUARDING

CHURCH WARDENS

As you all know we are a parish that takes safeguarding very seriously.
Everyone who comes to our churches deserves to feel included and
very importantly, safe.
We want you to know that if anything is concerning you, please talk to Sue Harries,
Safeguarding Co-ordinator, or Paul Day, Vicar.
We must all look after one another.

FOR ANY ENQUIRIES ABOUT THIS MAGAZINE PLEASE CONTACT

THE PARISH OFFICE OR THE EDITOR -
Gill Hanton, 200 Tythe Barn Lane, Dickens Heath B90 1PF
Telephone : 0121 733 2347 or 07973 942145
Email : shirleyparishmagazine@gmail.com
Whilst every care is taken to ensure that the contents of the magazine are correct,

the Parish cannot be responsible for any errors that may occur in the editorial or
advertisements, nor for the actions of the advertisers.

Registered Charity number 1131912




SIERFIEN &P EHELP

PAINTER

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

The only funeral homes still owned by
The Painter Family. Providing a dignified & personal
service across Birmingham & Solihull

HALL GREEN OFFICE ACOCKS GREEN OFFICE

192 ROBIN HOOD LANE 213 YARDLEY ROAD
HALL GREEN ACOCKS GREEN
BIRMINGHAM B28 OLG BIRMINGHAM B27 6LZ

TEL: 0121777 4300 TEL: 0121 707 1172

WWW.STEPHENANDPHILIPPAINTER.COM

MOBILE HAIRDRESSER - DAWN

Reduced prices for OAPs
Telephone: 0121 744 0421 or 07761 473524

Ladies & mens, fully qualified & insured
/ Covid Safe, over 30 years experience
o




