
   
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
  
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

7th – 14th December 
Advent 2 
The Parish of Shirley 
St James the Great and St John the Divine 
The Parish Office 
Church House, Church Road,  
Shirley, B90 2AX 
www.shirleyparishb90.co.uk 
office@shirleyparishb90.co.uk 
0121 745 8896 
 

 Sun 7th          10.30am Parish Eucharist (St James)  
  12.30pm  Baptism (St James) 
  3.30pm Reflective Worship (St James) 
Mon 8th     10.30am Coffee Morning (St Johns) 

8pm  Compline & Parish Prayers (Zoom) 
Tues 9th   10.00am Welcome Café (Church House) 
  11.30am Craft Club (Church House) 
Thurs 11th         10.30am Eucharist (Church House) 
Fri 12th     10am  Jimmy Tots (Church House) 
Sun 14th          8am  Eucharist (St James) 
  9am  Eucharist (St Johns) 
  10.30am Morning Worship (St James) 
  6.30pm  Christmas Carol Service (St James) 

 

Vicar – in vacancy 

Contact the Parish Office 

Rev Richard Haynes - Curate 

0797 253 0161 

curate@shirleyparishb90.co.uk 

(Rest Day is Friday) 

 

FOR PRAYER 
For our local schools as they 
approach the end of term. 
Those in our community for whom 
this time of year is a particular 
struggle 
 
YEARS MIND 
Mavis Wiggins 
 
THOSE TO BE BAPTISED  
Maeva McDonald 
 
THOSE WHO HAVE DIED 
Neil Michael Henderson 
 

Parish Notices 
 l 

 

Christmas Tree Festival Thursday 11th to Sunday 14th December – 
please see the flyers and posters for the details. If you can spare an hour or 
two to welcome visitors to the festival please add your name to the rota at 
the back of St James Church. Thank you!  

Nordic (or not!) Walk Our next walk will be on Monday 15th December in 
Brueton Park , meeting at 10-30am in car park, Warwick Rd B91 3HA 
jangardner2203@gmail.com or 07790 377 210 coffee in cafe after. All 
welcome !  
Friends of St James 100 Club Members are reminded that subscriptions for 
the next six months (December to May) are now due - £13 for six months - 
£26 for twelve months. Please make cheques payable to “Friends of St James 
100 Club” Subscriptions may be handed into the Parish Office or posted to 
Lynda McPherson, 90 Dickens Heath Road, Shirley, B90 1RL. 
Christmas Cards A Christmas card is available at the back of church for you to 
sign in lieu of sending individual cards. A donation can be made to a charity 
of your choosing. Alternatively the Christmas card box is available for you to 
post your individual cards. 
Volunteer required… You may have noticed that the flagpole located on the 
top of St James tower has been repaired. We are now looking for a volunteer 
to hoist and lower the flag for appropriate events. Please contact Emily if you 
feel this could be you. 
Intercessions at St James's 10.30 Sunday Service Kate Crocker is compiling 
next year's rota. If anyone would like to join the team please email 
kate_crocker@hotmail.com It works out as about 4 Sundays each per year 
and it would be good to have new voices. 
 

YouTube: YouTube.com/@shirleyparish5736  Facebook: Shirley Parish B90 Zoom: us02web.zoom.us/j/4904334906 

Collect for 7th December 2025 
O Lord, raise up, we pray, your 
power and come among us, 
and with great might succour us; 
that whereas, through our sins 
and wickedness we are grievously 
hindered in running the race that 
is set before us, your bountiful 
grace and mercy may speedily 
help and deliver us; through Jesus 
Christ your Son our Lord, to 
whom with you and the Holy 
Spirit, be honour and glory, now 
and for ever. 
Amen 
 
 

 
 
 

Donations During Services    
✝⛪We do not pass an offertory 
plate around the congregation 

during our services. You can 
donate using the Parish Giving 

Scheme for regular donations or 
for one-off donations by using the 
Sum Up machine or the collecting 

plate at the back of the church. 
Thank you for your support ⛪✝  
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Readings 7th December 
Isaiah 11: 1-10 
A shoot shall come out from the stock of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his roots. The spirit of the Lord shall rest 
on him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of 
the Lord. His delight shall be in the fear of the Lord. He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or decide by what his ears 
hear; but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; he shall strike the 
earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 
Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, and faithfulness the belt around his loins. The wolf shall live with the 
lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the kid, the calf and the lion and the fatling together, and a little child shall lead 
them. The cow and the bear shall graze, their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. The 
nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den. They will not 
hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain; for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the 
sea. On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the nations shall inquire of him, and his dwelling 
shall be glorious. 
 
Romans 15: 4-13 
Everything written in the Scriptures was written to teach us, in order that we might have hope through the patience and 
encouragement which the Scriptures give us. And may God, the source of patience and encouragement, enable you to 
have the same point of view among yourselves by following the example of Christ Jesus, so that all of you together may 
praise with one voice the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. Accept one another, then, for the glory of God, as 
Christ has accepted you. For I tell you that Christ's life of service was on behalf of the Jews, to show that God is faithful, 
to make his promises to their ancestors come true, and to enable even the Gentiles to praise God for his mercy. As the 
scripture says, “And so I will praise you among the Gentiles; I will sing praises to you.” Again it says, “Rejoice, Gentiles, 
with God's people!” And again, “Praise the Lord, all Gentiles; praise him, all peoples!” And again, Isaiah says, “A 
descendant of Jesse will appear; he will come to rule the Gentiles, and they will put their hope in him.” May God, the 
source of hope, fill you with all joy and peace by means of your faith in him, so that your hope will continue to grow by 
the power of the Holy Spirit. 
 
Matthew 3: 1-12 
In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming, ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has 
come near.’ This is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, ‘The voice of one crying out in the 
wilderness: “Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.”’ Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a 
leather belt around his waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. Then the people of Jerusalem and all Judea were 
going out to him, and all the region along the Jordan, and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their 
sins. But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to them, ‘You brood of vipers! Who 
warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Bear fruit worthy of repentance. Do not presume to say to yourselves, “We 
have Abraham as our ancestor”; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. Even now 
the axe is lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into 
the fire. ‘I baptize you with water for repentance, but one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not 
worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing-fork is in his hand, and he will 
clear his threshing-floor and will gather his wheat into the granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.’ 
 

If you wish to contribute to the notice sheet, please contact the Parish Office by 9am Wednesday (max of 3 
sentences).  Longer articles to shirleyparishmagazine@gmail.com by the 12th 

Diocese Safeguarding Survey 
Bishop Michael has put out an appeal to capture a ‘snapshot of safeguarding culture’ across our diocese by 

completing a survey. The findings will help inform future priorities and strengthen our ongoing work to improve 
safeguarding practice and governance. It provides an opportunity for you to comment on the Diocese’s 

safeguarding culture. Please take a few moments to complete the survey by typing the following web address into 
your browser: https://www.cognitoforms.com/Cofebirmingham/ParishSafeguardingSurvey2025 Paper copies 
are also available in St James’ and St. John’s. The final day for submitting your views is Sunday 14th December. 

 
 

Advent Prayer 2 
Blessed are you, Sovereign Lord, just and true: to you be praise and glory for ever. Of old you spoke by the 
mouth of your prophets, but in our days you speak through your Son, whom you have appointed the heir of all 
things. Grant us, your people, to walk in his light, that we may be found ready and watching when he comes 
again in glory and judgement; for you are our light and salvation. Amen. 
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