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Sermon: “Going the right way” 

“Recalculating” 

I wonder how many of you have been on a journey using a sat nav. 

Ruth and I certainly have — and more than once we’ve found 
ourselves heading in completely the wrong direction. And then the 
sat nav, helpfully but rather alarmingly, seems to shout at us: 
“Recalculating!” 

You know the drill. “Take the next right.” “Take the next left.” Or the 
one that always makes our hearts sink: “Make a U‑turn.”   

That’s the moment we realise we’re not just slightly off course, 
we’re heading the polar opposite way to where we should be. 

If you’ve ever had that experience — whether with a sat nav, or 
even with an old‑fashioned map and compass — then you’ve had 
just a tiny taste of what Luke is trying to show us in his Resurrection 
story of the disciples on the road to Emmaus. 

Going in the wrong direction 

This resurrection story from Luke talks about two disciples 
heading away from Jerusalem 

Up to now, the whole story of Jesus has been moving toward that 
city — his teaching, his mission, his suffering, his death, and now 
his resurrection. Jerusalem is the centre: the place of the Temple; 
the place of God’s presence; the place where the risen Christ has 
already appeared; and the place where the rest of the disciples are 
gathered 

And yet these two — Cleopas and his unnamed companion — are 
walking in the opposite direction. 
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Some have wondered whether the unnamed disciple might be 
Mary, who John’s Gospel tells us stood at the foot of the cross, and 
who was the wife of Clopas – so Clopas /  Cleopas? Perhaps, but 
Luke’s choice to leave one disciple unnamed also gives us 
opportunity to see ourselves in that disciple. 

Sometimes we walk away from hope, or drift from our community, 
or spiritual family.  Sometimes we lose our faith, or our nerve and 
run away. 

I also think that the Church itself, in different times and places, can 
be accused of  walking away from the places where Christ is calling 
us to stay, experience and build something new. 

And of course, society and culture itself, then and now, is tempted 
to head in directions that lead away from the vision the Jesus sets 
as the Kingdom of God. 

Whoever that second disciple is, they and Cleopas stand for all of 
us who have ever found ourselves going the wrong way, through 
rebellion, through suffering, or for any other reason in between. 

And just like with Cleopas and other, this is where Jesus meets us 
as he met them and offers them a way back. 

Make a u-turn 

The way back for those two disciples, the U-turn, is not 
instantaneous. It takes time - time spent walking with Jesus, 
listening to him, being encouraged, being challenged, and even 
being rebuked! It takes time to find hope, understanding to 
deepen, and for courage to return. Only then do they recalculate, 
make their U-turn, and head back towards Jerusalem. 

And notice how Jesus doesn’t hypnotise them or force them into 
his way of thinking. He opens the Scriptures - showing them that 
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everything that has happened is part of God’s long story, a story 
moving steadily toward hope, not despair. He helps them see that 
the cross was not the end of the mission, but the start of the next 
chapter. 

This is why we gather here week by week. We come to reorient our 
lives - to “recalculate,” if you like. We come to deepen our 
understanding of who God is and what God is asking of us. But as 
you’ve heard me say many times, it’s not only what we do here in 
public worship that shapes us. It’s the time we are able to give 
outside this place — to prayer, to reading the Bible, to study, to 
service. The more we give ourselves to these things, the more 
questions we have and the more our understanding grows – more 
questions means were growing in our discipleship, never forget 
that - and the more our hearts are opened to Christ’s presence. 

Mission 

But something else happens in the Emmaus story which is vital 
and it happens at the breaking of the bread. 

Why is it that the moment they recognise Jesus, becomes the 
moment he vanishes from their sight?.... 

I love the explanation from the Swiss theologian Hans Urs von 
Balthasar, who said that “Jesus disappears into the mission of the 
Church.” In other words, the risen Christ vanishes because his 
presence is now to be found in the work of the Spirit, in the life of 
the community, and in those two disciples. It is now going to be 
found in the mission that is about to unfold. It is almost a 
pre-Pentecost Pentecost: a moment when Cleopas and his 
companion realise that the risen Christ is no longer simply walking 
beside them; he is now empowering them. 
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And so they turn around. They head back to Jerusalem — back to 
the place of calling, back to the community, and back to the 
mission the risen Christ has for them. 

And what begins with two disciples walking the wrong way ends, in 
Acts, with all the disciples standing the right way. The same group 
who were hiding behind locked doors are now standing together in 
the open, filled with the Spirit, proclaiming Christ with courage and 
joy. 

That is recalculation on a grand scale and the mother of all U-
turns. Because that‘s what happens when we’ve met the risen 
Christ. That is what happens when disciples turn around and walk 
back into the life God is calling them to live. 

Communion 

In a short while, you’ll make a simple journey: from your seat to the 
dais to receive the broken bread, and then you’ll turn and walk 
back again. It’s a small movement, but I invite you to see it as an 
Emmaus moment. 

Not because you’re going in the wrong direction - far from it!  But 
because, like those two disciples, you are coming to take bread 
and to meet the risen Christ in the way he has promised to be 
known to us. You come to be fed, reoriented, and strengthened for 
the road ahead. 

In the breaking of the bread, Christ becomes present to you — and 
then, in a sense, he “disappears” into you. The outward sign is 
consumed, but the inward Spirit remains and grows: your strength, 
your hope, your courage.  And your questions and understanding.  
A clear sign we are growing in our understating is how many more 
questions we are generating.  
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So, as we come here to worship and as we take Communion, we 
are Knowing Christ. And when we turn and head back to the 
places our lives take us to, we Make Christ Known — through our 
example, our words, and our service. 

So as you receive today, I offer you a simple prayer to say quietly in 
your heart as you receive: 

“Help me know you… and make you known.” 

Let that be your Emmaus moment. Receive the risen Christ, and 
then — like those first disciples — turn and head back into the 
world, carrying him with you, and  ready to go in the right direction. 
Amen. 

Rev’d Richard Haynes 3rd Sunday of Easter 19 April 2026 


