
St John’s Tidbury Green 12/04/26. 

Exodus 14: 10-end & 15: 20-21. John 20. 19-end.  Acts 2: 14a, 22-

32. John 20: 19-end. 

Thinking about this sermon recently I’ve been wondering 

why Thomas was absent when Jesus appeared to his 

fellow disciples, behind locked doors, on that fearful 

evening. Being a fan of AI, (Artificial Intelligence), I did 

what I often do and looked it up. There were all sorts of 

possible reasons: Emotional grief or fear; he was too 

frightened to turn up, and practical reasons: he’d gone to 

get some food for the group.  However, my own idea was 

that he was at home with his wife; presuming he had one. 

And what about the eight days? Well, I have a theory for 

that perhaps his wife had had a baby and not only that but 

it may have been a boy who on the eighth day would be 

circumcised so he would have had to stay around for that. 

Eight days is and was significant in the Jewish faith. The 

number seven represents the completion of the physical 

world, the seven days of creation, and the eighth day 

marks a new beginning, a miracle, or a connection to the 

divine that goes beyond logic. At the Jewish Festival of 

Hanukkah, the people celebrate the time when the Temple 

oil lasted for eight days instead of the usual one.  But we’ll 

never know the real reason why Thomas was not there. 

The main thing is that we not only have the first story of 



Jesus’s post resurrection appearance to the disciples at that 

time, but we have it again confirmed and consolidated. 

The Italian painter Caravaggio in one of his works of art 

shows the Apostle Thomas poking his finger into the scar 

in Jesus’s side. The painting’s called ‘The Incredulity of 

St. Thomas.’ As we know Thomas refused to believe 

without firm evidence. He gained the nickname of 

‘Doubting Thomas’ and of course, we still use the 

expression. He was a lesson to us to think twice before 

doubting the resurrection of Christ. But another side of me 

says: ‘Good for you!’ and I think maybe he was one of the 

first critical thinkers in the realm of Christian theology. He 

had the makings of a theologian and engaged his 

scepticism when he heard the story of Jesus’ appearance to 

the other disciples. He was, I’m sure, behaving quite 

normally, honestly, and rationally, because people do not 

return from the dead and so one can understand his 

disbelief. Like any good theologian he wanted evidence; 

he wanted to see the scars on Jesus’ body for himself and 

even touch them before he was going to believe any of this 

stuff. There was another time when Thomas played the 

critical theologian and that was at the Last Supper when 

Jesus says: ‘You know where I am going,’ but Thomas 

speaks up and protests that they don’t know at all where 

he’s going. And his questioning of Jesus’ assumption gave 

us that famous retort from Jesus: ‘I am the way, the truth 



and the life.’ Thomas doesn’t get many lines in the gospels 

but in chapter 11 of St. John’s Gospel, on the occasion 

when Jesus raises Lazarus from the dead, Thomas is there. 

The disciples don’t want Jesus to return to Judaea, where 

the Jews had tried to stone him and when they realise 

they’re not going to change his mind Thomas says: “Let us 

also go, that we might die with him.”  So, at one time 

Thomas had found faith in the person of Jesus and was 

willing to risk death… but none of these things were now 

uppermost in his mind because everything had changed 

radically, the person he knew had been crucified; he’d 

gone… and there was no hope…. just fear and danger for 

those who had followed him. 

Sometimes, just like Thomas, it’s possible to miss 

something crucial and people are always willing to let us 

know just how much we’ve missed, but of all things to 

miss out on… 

What could he say only, ‘I don’t believe it!’ 

Fortunately for Thomas eight days later he does get a 

chance to see for himself that this Jesus has in fact risen 

from the dead and is invited to put his finger on the nail 

holes and his hand into the scar on Jesus’ side and told not 

to doubt but believe. Jesus takes the opportunity to 

commend those who have not seen things with their own 

eyes and yet believe.  



Doubts – we all have them at some time, whether it’s 

‘does God really exist?’ or ‘did Jesus really rise from the 

dead?’   Often, it’s the challenges of life that assault our 

faith- the times when we feel abandoned by God – and 

maybe we ask, ‘why do my prayers go unanswered? 

But Thomas, with his sceptical mind, and the painter 

Caravaggio have given us something to think deeply 

about…. and it’s the fact that those scars are indeed still 

there. Yes, Jesus rose from the dead and appeared to his 

disciples and to others but because of Thomas’s doubting 

we get a more detailed focus on those scars.  

Once, at a Good Friday service I took the theme ‘Christ of 

the Scars’ and one of the prayers we said was: 

‘Christ of the scars…. into your hands, we place the 

broken...the wounded… the hungry… and the homeless.’ 

As a result of those scars, we can claim the help of Jesus 

because he bore them for us; He’s risen, yes, but still bears 

those scars on which we can meditate, and give thanks, 

because the scars are the symbol of the success of Jesus’ 

mission… and tokens of our salvation. 

It’s believed, by some scholars, that Thomas went on to 

take the gospel as far as India and there’s a Gospel of 

Thomas which didn’t get into the Canon of Scripture. But 

we get to know something of Thomas from those short 

gospel accounts and find that Christ met him, even in his 

doubting, and rescued him from disbelief … so that he 



could carry out that command: ‘go, and preach the gospel 

to all nations’ and that is the command to all of us. 

Amen.  

         

      

  

 

 

 

 

           

    


