
Readings 6th February 

4 Before Lent 

 

Collect 

Almighty God, the fountain of all goodness, 

bless our Sovereign Lady, Queen Elizabeth, 

and all who are in authority under her; 

that they may order all things in wisdom and equity, righteousness and peace,  

to the honour and glory of your name the good of your Church and people; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

Joshua 1:1-9 

After the death of Moses the servant of the LORD, the LORD spoke to Joshua son of Nun, 
Moses’ assistant, saying, ‘My servant Moses is dead. Now proceed to cross the Jordan, you 
and all this people, into the land that I am giving to them, to the Israelites. Every place that 
the sole of your foot will tread upon I have given to you, as I promised to Moses. From the 
wilderness and the Lebanon as far as the great river, the river Euphrates, all the land of the 
Hittites, to the Great Sea in the west shall be your territory. No one shall be able to stand 
against you all the days of your life. As I was with Moses, so I will be with you; I will not fail 
you or forsake you. Be strong and courageous; for you shall put this people in possession of 
the land that I swore to their ancestors to give them. Only be strong and very courageous, 
being careful to act in accordance with all the law that my servant Moses commanded you; 
do not turn from it to the right hand or to the left, so that you may be successful wherever 
you go. This book of the law shall not depart out of your mouth; you shall meditate on it day 
and night, so that you may be careful to act in accordance with all that is written in it. For 
then you shall make your way prosperous, and then you shall be successful. I hereby 
command you: Be strong and courageous; do not be frightened or dismayed, for 
the LORD your God is with you wherever you go.’ 

Romans 13:1-10 

Let every person be subject to the governing authorities; for there is no authority except 
from God, and those authorities that exist have been instituted by God. Therefore whoever 
resists authority resists what God has appointed, and those who resist will incur 
judgement. For rulers are not a terror to good conduct, but to bad. Do you wish to have no 
fear of the authority? Then do what is good, and you will receive its approval; for it is God’s 
servant for your good. But if you do what is wrong, you should be afraid, for the 
authority does not bear the sword in vain! It is the servant of God to execute wrath on the 
wrongdoer. Therefore one must be subject, not only because of wrath but also because of 



conscience. For the same reason you also pay taxes, for the authorities are God’s servants, 
busy with this very thing. Pay to all what is due to them—taxes to whom taxes are due, 
revenue to whom revenue is due, respect to whom respect is due, honour to whom honour 
is due. Owe no one anything, except to love one another; for the one who loves another has 
fulfilled the law. The commandments, ‘You shall not commit adultery; You shall not murder; 
You shall not steal; You shall not covet’; and any other commandment, are summed up in 
this word, ‘Love your neighbour as yourself.’ Love does no wrong to a neighbour; therefore, 
love is the fulfilling of the law. 

Luke 22:24-30 

A dispute also arose among them as to which one of them was to be regarded as the 
greatest. But he said to them, ‘The kings of the Gentiles lord it over them; and those in 
authority over them are called benefactors. But not so with you; rather the greatest among 
you must become like the youngest, and the leader like one who serves. For who is greater, 
the one who is at the table or the one who serves? Is it not the one at the table? But I am 
among you as one who serves. ‘You are those who have stood by me in my trials; and I 
confer on you, just as my Father has conferred on me, a kingdom, so that you may eat and 
drink at my table in my kingdom, and you will sit on thrones judging the twelve tribes of 
Israel. 

Post Communion 

O God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

our only Saviour, the Prince of Peace: 

give us grace seriously to lay to heart 

the great dangers we are in by our unhappy divisions; 

take away our hatred and prejudice 

and whatever else may hinder us from godly union and concord, 

that, as there is but one body, one Spirit and one hope of our calling, 

one Lord, one faith, one baptism, 

one God and Father of us all, 

so may we henceforth be all of one heart and of one soul, 

united in one holy bond of truth and peace, of faith and charity, 

and may with one mind and one mouth glorify you; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
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