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Welcome.

Well doesn’t it feel really good to be back in our own church. To see familiar faces, to be able to
talk face to face albeit through masks. And today is National Thank You day. It’s a great
opportunity to give thanks to God, to thank our friends and neighbours, thank our families, and
strangers who have offered help, those who have cared for us during this long pandemic.
Perhaps we can see a light at the end of the tunnel, but | believe it is the light of Christ that will
see us through. So let us worship together remembering the good times and the painful times
and let us trust in him and him alone for he is our Saviour and Redeemer.

Sermon part 1
| speak in the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

So here we are again trying to understand the message and reflect on the gospel readings.
Today’s passage seems to be in two parts, so | have divided my sermon accordingly. Two
different stories; the rejection of Jesus in his own town and then the sending out of the twelve
apostles; and yet Jesus connected them together for a reason. Let’s try and discover why and
how.

We haven’t met together for worship for over 15 months. Yet we greet each other because we
know each other. It may seem a long time seen we have seen each other, but we are not
strangers. We know each other, love each other, encourage each other, we forgive each other’s
faults through the love of God. But can we know people too well? We can certainly know all
about someone. Parents know their children pretty well and vice versa., | could tell you stories
about my children and | am sure they can tell stories about me, probably those that | would
prefer to forget. But my children, my family know me, they accept me warts and all.

In the scripture reading from Mark, it tells us that Jesus was in his own town, with people who
knew him, knew about him. Yet it states that he could do no work there. Does it mean he could
not or would not help them because of their unbelief? Scholars say that he could not and the
explanation is that it took faith on their part to receive the mighty works that he had been
doing elsewhere. They were so familiar with Jesus, too familiar with Jesus, to have faith that he
could do a mighty work or perform a miracle, or could possibly be the Son of God.

The important thing we learn here is that to be saved by Jesus, we have to want to be saved.
We have to believe that he will do it. We have to believe in Him. It’s still our choice whether or
not to be saved, whether or not to receive the gift of redemption, the gift of eternal life. Jesus
doesn’t want us to perish. In John chapter 3 verse 16; it says God sent Jesus so that none should
perish. Jesus says “Very truly | tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God unless they are born
again.”

In Romans it says we must “call upon the name of Jesus to be saved;” and Luke says if you want
to be a disciple of Jesus, “You must pick up your cross and follow Him,”

It’s a shame, people in his own town could have been healed and saved, but because of their
lack of faith, because they were too familiar with Jesus, because they knew where he came
from, who his parents were, because they knew his siblings, they knew him too well. They could
not find the faith within themselves to be made whole, to be healed, to be saved.

The danger for us who are hear today is that like the people in the scriptures we too can



become too familiar with Jesus, we’ve grown up hearing all about Him and we don’t take him
seriously. Perhaps we take him for granted.

Can you remember or imagine hearing about Jesus for the first time? God sent his Son Jesus to
die for our sin? No way! We know we have not been perfect and wondered how to make things
right. Perhaps if we do enough good things they will cancel out the bad, But then again there
appears to be something missing in this philosophy.

You are now telling me that | that | can’t possibly do enough, but more than that, | don’t even
have to, because of Jesus: Because he died on the cross at Calvary; and because he rose from
the dead to defeat death. And he did it for me and for you? You mean that | can spend eternity
in heaven with him? What must | do? Be born again?

Call upon his name? Pick up my cross and follow him? I'll do it. Yes | will. Whatever it takes Ill
do it. Lord | believe. Help my unbelief!

Is it still like that for you or have you slipped a bit over time. Some people hear the gospel, the
good News, yet fall asleep in church, or do not even bother to go any more. They haven’t
picked up their cross. They are not following. They are thinking” I’'m very familiar with all of this.
I’'ve heard it over and over. | know all about Jesus. If people have that sort of attitude and faith
then it’s no wonder that he can’t save us all.

| expect most of you if not all have had their second Covid vaccinations. You know what a
vaccination is, they put a little Covid in you, and your body builds up immunity to it. Same with
flu jab and all other vaccinations you may have had. You get some in you and you develop a
resistance.

Perhaps you have about Jesus over and over again. Perhaps today you realise that you have
been too familiar with Jesus. You’ve heard it so much that you have become immune. It has
been very difficult with Lockdown. Have you become an armchair worshipper? It’s been so easy
to forget we are not just Sunday Christians. We have not been able to meet through any fault
or choice of our own, but we are here today. Whether you said yes in the past, but have
become complacent, whether it’s a long time since you called upon his name and haven’t had
the faith to follow, to pick up your cross. | pray that today he calls you, to pick up your cross, to
renew that faith and to follow Him. Will you decide to follow Him today and always? Coming to
Jesus is not just coming to church. Coming to Jesus is not just sharing communion. Coming to
Jesus is being sorry for your sins. Calling upon his name and having the faith to follow. Then he
can and certainly will save you. Amen

Sermon part 2
Scholars say that the gospel message consists of three distinct elements, an announcement, a

command and a call. It announces the good news of redemption. It commands all people
everywhere to repent and it calls us to believe in Jesus Christ as our Lord and Saviour.



Jesus invites us to come. Come you who think you are unworthy; come you who are weary,
come you who are troubled; come to me you who are thirsty. Then once we’ve come to Jesus,
while we continue to follow, he adds another verb. Go!

The second part of this week’s gospel says that Jesus sent his disciples. He sent them with
Power and Authority. Likewise he sends us. We who are his followers are His followers because
the ones he sent went and told others, who told others, who told others, who told us. Once
we’ve been told and once we’ve come we must go tell others. We must go. Go into the world.
Go make disciples. Go feed the hungry, go clothe the naked, go visit the lonely. Go love the
world. By this they will know you are my disciples.

But what do you do if the message you carry is rejected?

Today’s gospel passage part 2 contains what might be considered to be a sign that we can use
as Christians against those who reject us or the message of Jesus and God’s love. - Shaking the
dust off our feet.

Where does this action come from? The Jewish law stated that the dust of any Gentile country
was unclean, so when Jews entered Palestine they should shake off the dust from it. Shake off
the unclean, the corrupt, the enemy, the threat. | suppose in these days of Covid it’s like
washing or sanitising your hands when you have been somewhere that might be contaminated.
You want to stay safe yourself and you don’t want to contaminate others.

It is important to note that in Jesus time, this act was not a sign ogf condemnation, nor a sign of
cursing, nor something derogatory or insulting. It is more a statement of the reality of the
situation, the way things are at the moment. When the twelve were sent out the burden of
hospitality was not placed on the visitor but on the village that they entered. It was down to
local residents to [provide hospitality, not for the visitor to seek out out. So if doors and homes
as well as ears and hearts were shut, then it was time to move on.

What can we learn from this?

Firstly we notice the urgency of Jesus’ commission to the disciples.

Take nothing with you except a staff, no bread, no bag, and no money. There was no long term
goal, no 5 year plan. It was a job for the now. Leave with the minimum of gear and get on with
the job. No time to reason with people, no lingering, no long explanations. For that time in the
gospel that is what was required - to let as many people know as quickly as possible. It may not
be the way we do things now but for then that is what was needed.

Rowan Williams said this

You must imagine the gospel aimed at a church that is perhaps a bit too much in love with
wonderworking and success, a church that puts too much in store by tangible signs of God’s
favour and God'’s assistance. Mark is writing for a church baffled and fearful because the signs
and miracles aren’t coming thick and fast. What is coming thick and fast is persecution and a
sense of threat and failure. Mark is writing into the life of communities experiencing fear and
disorientation.

| hope that doesn’t sound too familiar.

In a very real way it may not have been a good idea to hang around once the message had been
delivered and rejected.

There is also a sense of responsibility here. As Christians our responsibility is to give and not
demand. We give, prepared not to receive in return because of the deep love of Jesus that
dwells within us, the love that has changed everything for us. We attempt to work for God, and
we work hard, but the results are in His hands always. This is freedom for us; freedom from
targets and results. We are free to serve our King with our whole selves. Ultimately it is this
freedom in Jesus that enables the disciples on their mission to step back and say “OK, it's down



to you —it’s your decision.

There comes a point when what is done is done. To continue pressing home the Gospel may
not be the wisest thing to do. This is different from not having hope or consistently loving our
neighbour, this passage is about the right time to act;

“A time to keep silence and a time to speak!”

Let us all pray for wisdom to speak those eternal truths we know ourselves, and pray for

wisdom as to when to step away acknowledging it is time for decisions to be made.
Amen.



