Prayers & Readings 10th October 2021
Trinity 19

(Reading in brackets omitted for Morning Worship service)

Collect

O God, forasmuch as without you we are not able to please you; mercifully grant that your
Holy Spirit may in all things direct and rule our hearts; through Jesus Christ your Son our
Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for
ever.

(or)

Faithful Lord, whose steadfast love never ceases and whose mercies never come to an
end: grant us the grace to trust you and to receive the gifts of your love, new every
morning, in Jesus Christ our Lord.

Acts 10:34-43

Then Peter began to speak to them: ‘I truly understand that God shows no partiality, but in
every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. You know
the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of
all. That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John
announced: how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how
he went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was
with him. We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to
death by hanging him on a tree; but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to
appear, not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate
and drank with him after he rose from the dead. He commanded us to preach to the people
and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. All the
prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins
through his name.’

(John 8:2-22)

Early in the morning he came again to the temple. All the people came to him and he sat
down and began to teach them. The scribes and the Pharisees brought a woman who had
been caught in adultery; and making her stand before all of them, they said to him, ‘Teacher,
this woman was caught in the very act of committing adultery. Now in the law Moses
commanded us to stone such women. Now what do you say?’ They said this to test him, so
that they might have some charge to bring against him. Jesus bent down and wrote with his
finger on the ground. When they kept on questioning him, he straightened up and said to
them, ‘Let anyone among you who is without sin be the first to throw a stone at her.” And
once again he bent down and wrote on the ground. When they heard it, they went away,
one by one, beginning with the elders; and Jesus was left alone with the woman standing
before him. Jesus straightened up and said to her, “Woman, where are they? Has no one



condemned you?’ She said, ‘No one, sir.” And Jesus said, ‘Neither do | condemn you. Go your
way, and from now on do not sin again.’]]

Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, ‘I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will
never walk in darkness but will have the light of life.” Then the Pharisees said to him, ‘You are
testifying on your own behalf; your testimony is not valid.” Jesus answered, ‘Even if | testify
on my own behalf, my testimony is valid because | know where | have come from and where
| am going, but you do not know where | come from or where | am going. You judge by
human standards; | judge no one. Yet even if | do judge, my judgement is valid; for it is not |
alone who judge, but | and the Father who sent me. In your law it is written that the
testimony of two witnesses is valid. | testify on my own behalf, and the Father who sent me
testifies on my behalf.” Then they said to him, ‘Where is your Father?’ Jesus answered, ‘You
know neither me nor my Father. If you knew me, you would know my Father also.” He spoke
these words while he was teaching in the treasury of the temple, but no one arrested him,
because his hour had not yet come.

Again he said to them, ‘I am going away, and you will search for me, but you will die in your
sin. Where | am going, you cannot come.” Then the Jews said, ‘Is he going to kill himself? Is
that what he means by saying, “Where | am going, you cannot come”?’

Matthew 5:1-12

When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his disciples
came to him. Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying:

‘Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

‘Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.

‘Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.

‘Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.

‘Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.

‘Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.

‘Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.

‘Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of
heaven.

‘Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against
you falsely on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the
same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.

Post Communion

Holy and blessed God, you have fed us with the body and blood of your Son and filled us
with your Holy Spirit: may we honour you, not only with our lips but in lives dedicated to
the service of Jesus Christ our Lord.

Next weeks readings: 2 Kings 5:1-14, Acts 3:1-16, Mark 2:1-12
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