Sunday 5" September

King David and King Jesus

1 Samuel 16:1-13
Acts 2:25-36
Luke 1:67-80

Sarah left us last week thinking about the great big God who holds us in his
hands. She was talking about Joshua — the apprentice who had taken over

from Moses; Joshua, whose task it was to lead the people of Israel into the
promised land after the wanderings across the wilderness.

And lead them he did. We can probably recall how they conquered the city of
Jericho — almost seen as a symbolism for the conquer of the whole land.

We may recall the spies that Joshua sent out; the way they were sheltered and
protected by Rahab the prostitute, the way she put her trust in God and with
her family was rewarded. We will no doubt remember the story of the
marching round the city and the amazing collapse of the walls. The great big
God really was with Joshua and the Israelites.

And so the people conquered the land, and began to settle there. The tribes —
named after the sons of Jacob - each had their own portion of the land. All was
well.

Except it wasn’t for long. When we talk of the Israelites conquering the land, it
soon becomes clear that they lived alongside the other inhabitants. And they
picked up their ways, and learned about their gods.

So much so that Joshua had to call the tribal leaders together and challenge
them. In Joshua 24 we hear of his challenge to the people

choose this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your ancestors served
or the gods of those in whose land you are living; but as for me and my
household, we will serve the Lord.’

The story tells of how the people responded that they would serve God too.
But it didn’t last

The next 200 or so years in the biblical history — through the book of Judges —
tells of the ups and downs of the people. They rebelled against God; God



raised up a leader, a judge as they are known and through that judge brought
the people back to him. And so the cycle continued.

These judges were far from perfect individuals — they were very much flawed
heroes, but God used them. Perhaps the one we remember most is Sansom —
hardly an example for wholesome living. Others included a murderer, a law
breaker and one who resorted to child sacrifice. Then, as now, God used
people who were far from perfect.

And then the story moves on the Samuel — the last of the Judges. We might
remember the story of Samuel as a young child serving the priest Eli. Of how
God spoke to Samuel in the night, and of how Eli taught Samuel to listen to the
word of God. Samuel grew up to be a wise and Godly man. A great example to
all around him — and by far the wisest judge Israel had.

However, the people saw that they had no king and demanded to be like other
nations and have a king. Samuel’s argument against this was that their king
was God himself; that a human king would inevitably lead to exploitation and
harsh treatment. But the people insisted and Samuel reluctantly gave in.

With God’s help Saul was appointed King, but things didn’t work out. He
disobeyed God, and turned away from him. As predicted, power went to his
head and things got worse rather then better. A familiar story then and now.

God then told Samuel to appoint another king, and our OT reading today tells
the story of David’s selection.

David — not the biggest or the most obvious choice, but God’s choice. David,
not a soldier but a shepherd —and God’s choice. | am sure we all know the
story of how David the young shepherd boy defeated the Philistine hero
Goliath using a sling and some stones. David then was anointed king to
succeed Saul.

And what followed under David’s reign was the high point of Jewish history.
Under David and after him under his son Solomon Israel were loyal to God,
trusted in him and were richly rewarded. This was a time of unity in the nation.
Under David — for the first time in their history — the tribes became united
under one ruler. David became the undisputed King; Jerusalem the undisputed
capital; God the undisputed God.



David wasn’t perfect though. There is a sordid tale of how he longed for
Bathsheba — so much so that he had his generals ensure that her husband was
killed on the battlefield. But perhaps what marked him out as different was the
fact that when challenged he admitted to his mistake and repented. Psalm 51
is one of the great psalms of repentance . Written by David it is generally
thought that it referred to the Bathsheba incident.

Have mercy on me, O God,
according to your steadfast love;
according to your abundant mercy
blot out my transgressions.
Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity,
and cleanse me from my sin.
Create in me a clean heart, O God,
and put a new and right spirit within me.
Do not cast me away from your presence,
and do not take your holy spirit from me.
Restore to me the joy of your salvation,
and sustain in me a willing spirit.

Maybe today’s leaders could take a leaf out of his book and recognise their
own faults and failings. Perhaps even dare to utter those words — | was wrong;
| am sorry.

David was a man of God. Throughout his life we see that. His trust in God
shines through. And God blessed him. Many of the psalms of praise come from
David’s hand. We owe much to him as many of our hymns have origins in the
psalms — the Jewish hymnbook.

And so the story of David — with all its ups and downs, the story of a great ruler
with a dysfunctional family; the story of a man who trusted in God, yet
struggled with desire; the story of a man who had a great vision that was never
realised — to build a temple for God. And the story of a man who in the end
accepted this and left it to his son Solomon to build.

And yet there is a promise in scripture about the line of David — the dynasty if
you like. Some words from God that the prophet Nathan said to David:

When your days are fulfilled and you lie down with your ancestors, | will raise
up your offspring after you, who shall come forth from your body, and I will



establish his kingdom. He shall build a house for my name, and | will establish
the throne of his kingdom for ever. | will be a father to him, and he shall be a
son to me. When he commits iniquity, | will punish him with a rod such as
mortals use, with blows inflicted by human beings. But | will not take my
steadfast love from him, as | took it from Saul, whom | put away from before
you. Your house and your kingdom shall be made sure for ever before me; your
throne shall be established for ever.

The words point forward to an everlasting dynasty and it these words and
prophecies in Isaiah and other prophets that were taken as the promise of a
Messiah who would come from the line of David.

At the start of the gospel accounts of Matthew and Luke there are lists of the
ancestors of Jesus — lists which show quite clearly that Jesus was born in
David’s line. The prophecy that we had today as our gospel reading is from
Zechariah, the father of John the Baptist. Again it clearly foretells that John
would be the forerunner to the saviour, the Messiah - Jesus, who would be
born of David’s line. This fact is clearly important and one that we need to take
on board. The prophecy given to David centuries before is being fulfilled in
Jesus. Jesus is the long promised King.

One of the churches in the Parish is the Church of Christ the King. Perhaps we
don’t often think of Jesus as our King. Our hymns may use that terminology,
but | would guess its not one we often use in our personal thoughts and
prayers.

The NT scholar Tom Wright feels that we are missing out on a key aspect of the
Christian faith here. In his translations of scripture he emphasises the Kingship
of Jesus and is often referring to him as King Jesus.

So what difference would it make to our faith, our Christian lives, if we thought
more of this aspect of Jesus? A king — has authority and power, but a good king
is also compassionate and caring. Maybe we major on the caring Jesus, and not
on his authority and power. Perhaps we find it hard to reconcile authority and
power with Jesus, so much has our understanding of power been influenced by
what we see all around us in the example of human leadership.

Jesus redefines leadership. He sets an example as one who serves, as one
whose power and authority are demonstrated in humility and weakness. So



perhaps before we can fully appreciate what the kingship of Jesus means we
have to discard our human notions of power. True power and authority is
found in God, and therefore in Jesus — fully god and fully human. And true
power and authority is shown not through coercion but through love. In Jesus
we can see that love and power in action. How many times do we hear of
people saying about him “he speaks as one with authority”.

King David is looked on by the Jews as the great King. And often the credit is
attributed to him rather than the God he served and loved. The sad thing is
that while holding on to the prophecies of a Messiah coming to fulfil the
dynasty of David, the Jews failed to recognise him — Jesus - when he came.

Jesus is the fulfilment of those prophecies. He is the true King in the line of
David. And as such we worship him and obey him. The servant King.

May we recognise that kingship and authority in our own lives, and follow his
example of love and service as we seek to follow him in our lives..



